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PREFACE

For whatsoever tlzings were written a][oretime were written
][or our leaming, that we t}lrouglz patience and com][ort o][ the
scriptures miglzt have lzope. Romans 15:4

The Zzope gained from the older Scriptures (tepencts on our
/earning, which /earning then relies on what com][ort and patience
those Scriptures t)ring. Learning about honest prayer from the
older Scriptures brings both com][ort and patience, that is, it
conducts one along side God’s Reality and then delivers the taculty
to bear up under unpleasant Providences. Truly, the Scriptures
secure us Christians in both, and especiaﬂy does the honest reality
of honest prayer as it moves us up into the preeminent realm of
God’s  Presence. Preeminent honest prayer is especiauy
encouraging and especiaﬂy steaclying in its experientiaﬂy known

authenticity.

Therefore, to convince you, my reader, of its auttlenticity
becomes a prime ot)jective. My honest prayer for all readers of this
stucty on Preeminent Honest Prayer is for the illustrative and
parat)olic lesson on prayer, seen in Caleb’s approactl to and request
of Joshua followed by Achsah’s approach to and request of Caleb,
will be realized tuﬂy as a source of encouragement and
steadfastness. Then the Zzope referenced Ly Paul will find its place in
the bosom and life as we together make our requests known to our

very personal and 1oving and gracious God. Amen.

Have no anxiety about anytlzing, but Zay prayer and
supp/ication with tlzanlesgiving et your request be made
known to God.

And the peace o][ God, which passes all unJerstanJing,

will leeep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Plzi/ippians 4:0-7 RSV




Chapter 8 TFhe Preeminent Honest Prayer page 3

THE PREEMINENT HONEST PRAYER
Numlwrs 1424, ]os}tua 140—14, ]os}lua 1513—19

*But my servant C’a/el:, because he had another spirit
with him, and hath fo”owea’ me ][u//y, him will I [Jring into the

land whereunto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

Numbers 14:24

Onen the children of ]ua’alz came unto ]oslzua in Gi/ga/:
and Caleb the son o][ ]ep}tunne}l the Kenezite said unto him,
Thou knowest the tlzing that the LORD said unto Moses the
man o][ God concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea.

7Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the
LORD sent me ][ram Kadesh-barnea to espy out the /ana’,'
and Ilyrouglzt him word again as it was in mine heart.

*Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the
heart of the peop/e melt: but I wlzo//y fo//oweal the LORD my
God.

?And Moses sware on that alay, saying, Sure/y the land
whereon t}ty ][eet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and
tlzy children’s for ever, because thou hast wlzo//y fo”owec[ the
LORD my God.

wAnJ now, Iyelzo/a’, the LORD hath leept me a/ive, as he
saia’, these ][orty and ﬁ've years, even since the LORD spa/ee
this word unto Moses, while the children o][ Israel wandered in
the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day ][ourscore and ﬁve
years old.

" As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me: as my strengtlz was tlzen, even so is my
strengt}t now, ][or war, both to go out, and to come in.

“Now tl'terefore give me this mountain, wlzereof the
LORD spalee in that day; ][or thou heardest in that a’ay how
the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and
fencea’: 1'][50 be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able
to drive them out, as the LORD has said.
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Y And ]oslzua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son o][
]ep}tunneh Hebron ][or an inheritance.

“Hebron tlzerefore became the inheritance of Caleb the
son o][ ]eplzunnelz the Kenezite unto this Jay; because he
wlzo//y ][o//owea’ the LORD God of Israel.

]oslzua 14:0-14

YAnd unto Caleb the son o][ ]ep}tunne}l he gave a part
among the children of ]ualalz, accoraling to the commandment
af the LORD to ]oslzua, even the city o][ Arba the ][atlzer o][
Anak, which city is Hebron.

Y“And Caleb drove thence the three sons o][ Ana]e,
Slzeslzai, and Alziman, and Ta/mai, the children o][ Anak.

And he went up thence to the inhabitants o][ Debir: and
the name of Debir Lefore was Kirjatlz-seplzer.

And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjatlz-sepher, and
taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my a’auglzter to wi/e.

wAna’ Othniel the son o][ Kenaz, the brother o][ Ca/eb,
took it: and he gave him Achsah his alauglzter to wif‘e.

YAnd it came to pass, as she came unto him li.e. to
Othniel as his Wife], that she moved him to ask of her fatlzer
a ﬁe/a’: and she /ighted 0]9[ her ass; and Caleb said unto her,
What wouldest thou?

*Who answered, Give me a Zv/essing; ][or thou hast given
me a south land; give me also springs of water.

YAnd he gave her the upper springs, and the nether
springs. Joshua 15:13-19

Tlle Boundless Realrn O£ Preeminent Honest Prayer

Where is your realm of prayer? Does it exist exclusively in the
articulated mandates of God? Does your prayer always reside within
some rule, or is it regularly limited Ly some 1ega1 or preconceivecl
edict? Some Christians never go Leyond certain prescribed limits
for fincling greater lolessings from God. When Paul wrote, Let your
requests be made known unto Goa],1 he meant exactly that—requests,

! Plzi/ippians. 4:0
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petitions, suppiications, even proposals. That word, requests, opens up
for Ctiristians a iimitiess area. The sptlere of prayer stretcties from
horizon to tiorizon, with no boundaries. This is the limitlessness of
tionest or real prayer. It enters into the realm of God’s unascertaine(i
pray
and incompretiensii)ie potentiality. God is not limited in any way or in
any ttiing ; He is t)oun(iiessiy omnipotent, and honest prayer may enter
into this unrestrained expanse of spirituai wealth. This is preeminent
prayer, which is entered into t)y the spirituai asizer, seeieer, and knocker
at God’s enormous prayer door. To enter into that realm of prayer is to

enter into God’s domain.

Our text emptiasizes this kind of prayer—preeminent
prayer—as elevated prayer. The story of our text centers upon
Actisati, the (iaugtiter of Caleb. Caleb was one of the twelve spies
sent into Canaan i)y Moses to ioring a report on the land into which
ttiey were about to enter. Over torty years eariier, Caleb and Jostiua
had i)rougi'it reports of a granci land, which with the Lord’s i'ieip
ttiey could successtuiiy possess. However, the ten other spies swaye(i
the nation to balk at the ctiaiienge, and to desire to return to Egypt,
and to its burdensome (tru(igery rather than to continue on with the
Lord. While that scenario iorougtit juctgment to the ten and to that
generation, it t)rougtit praise from God and a promise to Josiiua
and Caleb that ti'iey would indeed taste and see that the Lord was
gooci, that the land He promise(i was truiy ﬂowing with milk and
i'ioney. Ttiey would gain entrance into the i)iessing of God, but that
unt)eiieving and unfaithful generation would peristi in the
wilderness. Yet Caleb was given a specitic promise of a particular

inheritance at that time:

355'urely there shall not one o][ these men o][ this evil
generation see that gooJ land, which I sware to give
unto your fatlzers.

: Save Caleb the son o][ ]eplzunnelz; he shall see it, and to
him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon, and to his
clzi/dren, because he hath wlzo//y fo”owea’ the LORD.

[Added emph.| Deuteronomy 1:35-30
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The underlined portion above seems to suggest that a definite
promise to a particular portion of land is meant, even more so
because of the 1anguage of Caleb’s request years later in ]oslma
14:12, Now tlzere][ore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD
spa/ee in that Jau. [Added emph.] Caleb used this 1anguage concerning
Hebron when he approachecl Joshua with his request for what had
been promised him £orty—£ive years carlier. That promise might
have been a “blank check” sort of pledge from God, which would
have allowed Caleb to have any allotment of land that he desired.
However, such an unconditional guarantee as that would have given
Caleb the right to have chosen an allotment outside the limits of
his tribes” allotted territory, and would have been contrary to God’s

plan and purpose in the division of the land. Consequently, we
believe that this promise from CGod to Caleb was concerning a
definite section of land, which according to God’s control by
Proviclence, was within the extent of Caleb’s tribal allotment. God
had made a definite promise to Caleb about a definite portion of
Canaan, its Leing Hebron; and Caleb was caﬂing upon ]oshua for
the fulfillment of that explicit promise given him £orty—£ive years

carlier.

Our Scripture texts in Joshua are taken from amid the
account of Israel’s possession of the land of Canaan. After having
defeated the enemies, at least enough to have taken the periphery of
God’s provision in Canaan, Joshua, through the 10’[, divided the
land among the several tribes. God was worleing through His
servant Joshua, and he represented God to the people.2 Through
him God gave to each tribe, family, and household their particular
heritage in the 1and, sworn Ly God to be Abraham’s and his seeds’
some many years earlier.” In all of this a picture is presented of
God’s granting to His children their spiritual inheritances in
Christ. He gives to each believer in Christ that portion of Christ,
which is theirs in accord with God’s prescribed will for their lives.
Caleb represents the child of God, receiving those apportionecl

2]oslzua 1:5,6,18; 4:14 3 Genesis 12:7: 15:13-16; 17:8
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allotments of grace from Christ as His preparecl purpose has

measured.” Each believer receives from Christ a share in God’s
Kingdom accorcling as He has preparecl it and determined it.

“But to sit on my riglzt hand and on my /eft hand is
not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is

prepared. [Added emph.] Mark 10:40

Any limitation of the authority of Christ to give positions of
power in His Kingclom was only cluring the clays of His humiliation

on earth, but since His exaltation and glorification as Supreme, He
now holds and exercises that right of choices. Also, the amounts
and places of responsibility have indeed alreacly been determined
within the Godhead, and He reveals those gifts of His grace in His
Word to each believer as He calls them to their several places of
Kingdom work. This giving I)y Christ to His own their inheritance
is what is represente& l)y Caleb and Achsah’s requests. Caleb
approached ]oshua and asked for the inheritance, which was
formerly promised to him l)y God. Then, Achsah approached
Calela, her fatl'ler, and asked of him more than what was £ormerly
appointed as hers L)y Caleb’s former word. These two approaches—
one to ]oshua, a sym]ool of Christ; and the other to Calela, Achsah’s
£ather, a symbol of our heavenly F‘ather—(lepict two approaches
one might take in aslzing of God in prayer. The former (Calelj)
pictures the believer going to Christ Jesus for what is his own by
righ’c of promise in God’s Word as His clisciple. It concerns what is
found in God’s Word to be the possession of the believer in Jesus.
However, the latter (Achsah) pictures the believer going to God the
Father in the very Holy of Holies, into the secret chambers of God
and with God alone, and before His Person, for what is Leyoncl the
promise of the Word. This kind of request considers the promise
with its provisions not enough, and reaches out further past just
promises or guarantees of certain standard Messings. [t makes

request of God Himself, and not of His Word only. The one is

eminent prayer, while the other is preeminent prayer. Both are

I
Ephesians. 4:7
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goocl and necessary. Both are excellent and proper approaohes to
God with our supplications. The one is good, but the other is more
than goocl, it is better honest prayer.

Most Christians think of temporal or material things when
they think of requests in prayer, and our prayers are confined largely
to that animal level. But God would have our prayers revolve
around His high and 1o£ty throne. He would have our prayer life be
up on the level of Himself, be beyond mere outward promises of
sure and bincling deduction. While those prayers are necessary,
good, entirely proper and spirituaﬂy expe&ient, they are not the
ultimate in prayer. God honors His Word, blesses His Word, works
through His Word, attends to His Word, but is not confined to His
Word as regarcls Llessings to His people. He woulcl have us go up
Leyond words and promises, up beyond expressions and statements,
up ]oeyoncl mandates of His prescrﬂ)ecl utterances of provisions, up
to Him personally. This is where He resides as a Person full of
excellent glories and Messings, where He is approachecl upon what
He has Said, yes, but more than that. This is the approach in prayer
that is clepenclent upon What He has saicl about Himself. This is the
place in prayer where He resides as a unique and special Person,
goocl and gracious, Who loves to love, Who loves to be God to His
creatures beneath Him, Who loves to be good to those who do no

more than simply and hones’cly aslz, seele, and knock at His door of

preeminent prayer.
The Realm of Christ
This 10{;ty realm of preeminent prayer is the realm of Christ. He

is the loeyoncl—expression resource of preeminent prayer. If He is the
center of one’s prayer life, then that center will be raised to this
preeminent range of experience. He is the area of our utmost need.
He is the genuine totality of our inheritance ; therefore His personal
goocl for and acquaintance with our lives must be the real sought—
for Messing. Whatever will bring the reality of Christ into our

prayer life will work this preeminence in prayer. He is to be the
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spiritual and much sought out request. Since He is our inheritance,
it only follows that more of Him is our need, and is the lzey to
prayer that is prayecl in the Spirit. He is our preeminence in prayer;
He is both the prayer itself, and for what is reaﬂy prayed.

We shall in this consideration of honest preeminent prayer,

First, look at Caleb’s Eminent Prayer of Faith, Numbers 14:24;
Joshua 14:0-14; 15:14-17.

Second, mark Achsah’s Preeminent Prayer of Faith, ]oslzua
15:18-19.

Third, take note of the Contrasts Between Their Requests.

While what is represented in the requests of both Caleb and Achsah
are goocl and proper prayer, there are contrasts which teach much

about both eminent and preeminent prayer and their special value
to the Christian.
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I. CALEB’S EMINENT PRAYER OF FAITH,
Numbers 14:24; ]oslzua 14:6-14; 15:14-17.

*But my servant C’a/el:, because he had another spirit
with him, and hath fo//oweal me ][u//y, him will T [Jring into the

land whereunto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

Numbers 14:24

Now tlzere][ore give me this mountain, w}lereo][ the
LORD spa/ee in that Jay; for thou heardest in that clay how
the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and
fenced: 1][ so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able
to drive them out, as the LORD has said.

Y And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son o][
]ep}tunneh Hebron ][ar an inheritance.

“Hebron tlzerefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son
o][ ]eplzunnelz the Kenezite unto this day; because he wlzo/ly
fo”owec[ the LORD God o][ Israel.

Joshua 14:12-14

Caleb’s request pictures the believers’ prayers of faith, which
are eminent prayers, prayers that are based upon God’s promises to
the believer in His Word. It is prayer that respon&s always to God,
and is in accord with God’s prescribed or revealed will for that
Christian. Tt is prayer that is prominent and notable in that it
follows God’s lead always and is for what God has led the believer to
pray. That was the thrust of Caleb’s request. [t followed God’s lead.

Calel)’s Request F‘ollowed Where GO(]- Led.

The emphasis in God’s commendation of Caleb was that he
][o//owea] God. Caleb, as opposecl to the ten other spies’ with their
reports, had followed another spirit Who was with him. Caleb had
the clisposition of God'’s own will. His Spirit had led and Caleb had
followed. There£ore, Caleb followed God—His Word and His
Spirit. [t was God Who directed Caleb in loelieving precisely what
God had said about Israel’s Leing able to take the land. Moreover,
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Caleb ][u//y followed God. This refers to his belief in all that God
had said. He had no reservations about any promises of God. That
][u//y ][o//owing of[ another Spirit is what marked Caleb as one who
could expect to receive from God what he asked. He had no
reservations about any of the promises of God. When one has
another Spirit, and on top of that, is £o//owing that Spirit, and on top
of even that, is My foﬂowing that Spirit, then Caleb and every
believer so doing will have those petitions asked for.

I][ ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
John 15:7

And this is the conﬁdence that we have in him, that 1)[ we
ask any tlzing accoraling to his will, he heareth us:

And 1'][ we know that he hear us, whatsoever we asle, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

John 5:14-15
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive. Matthew 20:21

Caleb was a man Le/ieving because he {:uﬂy followed God. He
abode in Christ and God’s Word abode in him. It was according to
what God promisecl Caleb that controlled what he asked. It was His
will; therefore he fuuy expected Joshua, who was God’s
representative, to grant the petition made of him. This is the way of
eminent prayer. Prayer that is in the Spirit has what is asked; it is
powerful prayer; it is prominent prayer; it is answered prayer. It is
prayer that follows God’s 1ea(1ership. That is eminent prayer and it
is goocl and beneficial prayer because it follows God's lead.

Calel)'s Request Claimed from God What was Promised

0nen the children o][ ]uda}l came unto fos}tua in Gi/gal:
and Caleb the son o][ ]eplzunnelz the Kenezite said unto him,
Thou knowest the t}u'ng that the LORD said unto Moses the

man of God concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea.
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7Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the
LORD sent me ][ram Kadesh-barnea to espy out the /ana’,'
and Ilyrouglzt him word again as it was in mine heart.

®Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the
heart of the peop/e melt: but I wlzo//y fo//oweal the LORD my
God.

?And Moses sware on that alay, saying, Sure/y the land
whereon t}ty ][eet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and
tlzy children’s for ever, because thou hast wlzo//y fo”owec[ the
LORD my God.

1o And now, [aelzo/d, the LORD hath leept me a/ive, as he
saia’, these ][orty and ﬁ've years, even since the LORD spa/ee
this word unto Moses, while the children o][ Israel wandered in
the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day ][ourscore and ﬁve
years old.

" As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me: as my strengtlz was tlzen, even so is my
strengt}t now, ][or war, both to go out, and to come in.

“Now tl'terefore give me this mountain, wlzereof the
LORD spalee in that day; ][or thou heardest in that a’ay how
the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and
fencea’: 1'][50 be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able
to drive them out, as the LORD has said.

“And ]oshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son o][
]eplzunnelz Hebron for an inheritance.

" Hebron t}tere][ore became the inheritance o][ Caleb the
son of ]eplzunnelz the Kenezite unto this Jay; because he
w}tolly ][o//owed the LORD God of Israel.

Joshua 14:6-14

This request of Caleb has a counterpart in the New
Testament experience of the Christian. Caleb’s faith was according
to the Word of God as will be the Christian’s source of faith as well.
It is as we have our spiritual minds enlightened that we will be
enabled to pray this kind of eminent prayer that is assured of

positive Divine approval.
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"That the God o][ our Lord Jesus C’}lrist, the Father o][
g/ory, may give unto you the spirit o][ wisdom and revelation
in the /enowledge o][ him:

“The eyes of your understana’ing Iyeing en/iglzteneal; that
ye may know what is the }wpe o][ his ca//ing, and what [is]
the riches o][ the g/ory of his inheritance in the saints,

YAnd what is the exceeding greatness o][ his power to
us-ward who believe, according to the worleing of his miglzty

power. Ephesians 1:17-19

Through the Word of promise and the another Spirit that was
in Caleb, he cer’cainly did have his una’erstana]ing en/iglztenea] and did
have the lznowledge of the Zzope of his ca//ing, and what [were] the
riches o][ the g/ory ofhis inheritance. Paul prayecl that the saints would
have that understanding also. If we have it, then our prayers will be
guiclecl Ly it, and we W1H, as Cale]o, receive those requests of Gocl,
because they are according to His will and He will hear us. By faith
Caleb secured what God promisecl, and then specificaﬂy asked for
what He had said was his. That is always proper prayer. [t is the
prayer that is excellent in God's view because it wlzo//y ]fo//ows God.
It meets with the approl)ation and acceptance of God, because God
alreacly willed those lolessings to be the possession of that child of
God. It is a £oregone conclusion that it will be answered
aﬁirma’cively. The Zzope of[ his ca//ing, the riches o][ the g/ory o][ his
inheritance in the saints is essentiaﬂy Christ and His Special
foreordained and ultimate essence, and includes all that would tend
its fulfillment. Christians can ask in prayer for what is conducive
and contril)utory to their ultimate inheritance in Christ, believing
£tu in its positive approval from God. That kind of faith is
anchored in the direct promise and reliable Word of God. Tt is
prayer that is according to the WiH, Word, and way of God. Caleb
requestecl accorcling to what was declared Ly Moses and by Joshua as
his inheritance, and that assured its influence with God.
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Caleb’s prayer was powerful prayer; it was goocl prayer. Oh, that
we all would believe what God has actuaﬂy said in His Word is ours in
Christ. Oh, that we would ask and receive those possessions which will
glorify God, and that will fulfill God’s own will for our lives. May every
Christian know what the inheritance in Christ is and pray accorclingly.

As we learn Christ we will learn to pray for more of Him in our lives.
Caleb’s Energizing Faith

“And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anale,
Slzes}zai, and A}u'man, and Ta/mai, the children o][ Anak.
Joshua 15:14

Caleb’s faith was active in empowering his own efforts to
accomplish what he sought from God in prayer. That is ever the
way of the faith that reaﬂy lays claim upon God’s Word. The Word
produces power to work out the things asked. When prayer rests
upon promises, the promises themselves supply holy energies for
the believer egectuauy to accomplish what is asked. The living
Word is the spiritual energy, which furnished Caleb with the
strength to drive out the Anakims. They were giants, men oversized
and terrifying to orclinary men. But the faith which is based upon
the Word of God finds resource in the Word to attack even the
giants which oppose our requests, and to defeat them, thus
£urnishing the answer to the request through sanctified efforts of

Word—inspired and promise—inspirecl stimulus.

Caleb’s Inspiring Faith

>And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and
the name o][ Debir lwfore was Kirjatlz-sep}ler.

IoAnJ Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjatlz-seplzer, and
taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my daug}tter to wt)[e.

Y And Othniel the son o][ Kenaz, the brother of Ca/ely,
took it: and he gave him Achsah his Jauglzter to wi][e.

Joshua 15:15-17

Caleb’s faith was so Word-based that it inspirecl others to
similar faith and action. Caleb chaﬂenged any man to take
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possession of Kirjath—sepher and he could have his claughter for his
wife. The venture was acceptecl Ly his own nephew, Othniel, Who,
no doubt, had seen in Caleb what real faith in the promises of God
could accomplish. He, therefore, went up to Kirjath—sepher, took it

through the same energizing power which had empowerecl Caleb,
and took Achsah for his wife. Caleb’s faith had a contagion that
affected similar faith and effort in Othniel. Even so is it with a
Christian. As faith is shown to be active and energetic, it will
inspire others to similar faith. The faith that works out into one’s
life will have a contagion that will affect those around it. It will
chaﬂenge others to comparalale bold action for God as Caleb’s faith
did for Othniel.

Aclcling Preeminent Prayer To Eminent Prayer

Yet for all this, though this prayer is so necessary and
power£ul and good, still, there is more to be added to eminent
prayer. Caleb’s prayer was accorcling to his inheritance as the Word
of promise made it clear. Caleb’s prayer was regula’ced by what God
had said about things, and lacked something of going Leyoncl to
reach the Person of God. Caleb’s eminent prayer stood on God’s

Worcl, but what if Caleb asked of God whoﬂy on Who and How
God was without regard to promised inheritance, but only on the

basis of immediate need? Sometimes our inheritance in Christ
seems rather far off. Though God grants always in accord with the
inheritance of Christ, and though all things of this life are
somewhat regulated in the light of that inheritance, the pressing
needs are now. Therefore, we sometimes must touch God’s personal
presence with a special request which seeks from God that loPcy aura
of heaven’s intimate whisper from God’s quiet plaoe, “Yes, my
beloved. I grant you your request because I am moved to give to My
own from My own because you are My own.” Caleb’s prayer
extended into the realm of God’s storehouse, where He is indeed
present, but prayer should expancl into God’s personal resiclence,
where He can be appeale& to on the basis of His personal love and

grace, uppermost.
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II. ACHSAH'S PREEMINENT

PRAYER OF FAITH
Joshua 15:18-19

IBAnJ it came to pass, as she came unto him [i.e. to
Othniel as his wife], that she moved him to ask o][ her ][atlzer
a ﬁe/d: and she /iglzteal oﬂ her ass; and Caleb said unto her,
What wouldest thou?

Who answered, Give me a Iylessing; for thou hast given
me a south land; give me also springs o][ water. And he gave
her the upper springs, and the nether springs.

Joshua 15:18-19
Achsah had already received her inheritance, but saw a need

and felt a desire for more. At her marriage, as they journeyecl to her
new home, she, as subject to her new husband, asked Othniel for
permission to seek an additional ][ie/a] from her father, Caleb. This
field would augment and compliment her already received
inheritance. With Othniel’s consent, she, at some later cla’ce,
traveled to her father, dismounted her donleey in an act of reverence
and respect for her father, and asked Caleb to add to her
inheritance springs of water. They had, at his WOI‘C[, received a south
land , hteraﬂy, a clry and arid lancl, which no doubt lacked water
resources. She was seeleing added Llessings l)eyon(l what she had
alreacly received in order to further what she already had. How
proper is this prayer! She sought to upgrade what portion she had
alreacly of her inheritance. She sought to advance her alreacly

received portion into more usefulness.

Every believer’s portion is Christ. He is our inheritance. In
symbol, Achsah’s request to Caleb is a picture of our very ﬁtting
prayers to God that He increase our share of Christ in this life
beyond what He has apportioned to us already. “The lessons here
are manifold and rich. This situation should teach the Christian
that there is no completeness of experience here on earth, that there

is no present perfection, but that...[a’c all times and in all ways, | we
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should have a vision of unattained possil)ilities. However far we
have gone in appropriating what is ours, it is still true that...””
there remains very much of Christ yet to be possessecl in this life for
all of us Christians. Preeminent prayer secks to add to however
much of Christ is alreacly ours. [t is to attempt to gain from God's
presence what will make our portions in this life with Christ even
more spirituaﬂy prosperous. Achsah sought from her father what
would be only decided L)y his character and nature as she perceived
it. She clepenclecl not upon pleclges as to what was promisecl to be
given her—indeed she had none in this matter—, but upon her
intimate relationship with the one who had loved her and had
revealed himself to her as a 1oving and caring father. Achsah would
have more if it was the will of the one in whom the decision 1ay. She
knew him well and had no Speciﬁc word from him, but counted
upon their close attraction and attachment to each other for the
Sought for Messing. Achsah went to Caleb. With us Christians, we
go to God.

An Aclznowledgecl Eminent Inheritance,
Thou hast given me.

Through the Messings of God, and through the efforts and
sacrifice of Othniel, she had been given a generous share in the
inheritance of Israel (15:13-17). She had been given the area of the
city of Kirjath—sepher, which means literaﬂy, “the city of books.”
This is symbolic of the Word of God; that is, what is contained in
the written promises of God’s Book as the inheritance of the
Christian. These are the same kinds of eminent Messings that
Caleb had received 1)y faith. She had these alreacly; it was written
down. This was a %reshadowing of what is contained in the written
promises of God as the inheritance of the Christian, as in
Ephesians Chapter One. They are ours through the efforts and
sacrifice of Christ, the Source Ly which all Messings come. We go

to God in prayer and always say, “Thou hast given me; it is written

° Scroggie, W. Graham, The La-LntJ. and Life of Rest (Fincas’tle: Scripture Truth
Book Company, n.d), p-50.
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down in Thy Book, and I thank thee; therefore give me what is
written (promised)." This kind of eminent prayer is good, for it
takes hold of and aclznowleclges the work of Christ as written in
the Book. But preeminent prayer is more than just talzing what

is written or what is solely an aclznowleclgement of the same. It
says in addition, “But now I approach Thee to seek from Thee
added lolessings, which are not written down, but come to me ]oy
the same means in Christ.” It does not seck only to obtain and
aclenowleclge @ is ours as Christians, but M is ours as
Christians.

Preeminent Prayer, Give me also.

Syml)olicaﬂy, this is an appeal to the Person of Gocl, Who
. . 6 .
is our very caring Leaven/y Father.” He goes far Leyond what is
in the general Word, but would have His own come to Him as to
a father and aslz for what will be the complimentary fulfillment

of all that we have alreacly received in Christ. While Eplzesians
1:17-10 fits Caleb’s prayer (q.v. pp.5,6 above), it is Epkesians
3:20 that best characterizes Achsah’s appeal to a caring
heavenly Father.

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding almndant’y
above all that we ask or tlzinle, accorJing to the power that

worketh in us. Eplzesians 3:20

Persons who seek this preeminent prayer life receive more
than Jcl’xey ask or even think. God has resources and Llessings
Leyond even our imaginations. [t is not possible to think of too
high or too great a Llessing if we seek God in this kind of
preeminent prayer as Achsah did of her £ather, Caleb. We may ask
of God what is beyoncl the orclinary, what is preeminent and
outstanding, and what is distinguished from all prescribed and
written Llessings. This is the kind of prayer that attaches itself upon
God’s Person, and enters into His realm. Jesus spolze of it in clear
terms, along with the psalmist of old:

® Luke 11:5-11
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For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will
give grace and g/ory: no gooa’ tlzing will he withhold ][rom them
that walk upriglzt/y. Psalms 84:11

TZzerefore I say unto you, What tlzings soever ye Jesire,

when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them. Mark 11:24

Real preeminent prayer seeks God’s better and better
Messings. These are those gooa] things that He will not withhold
from those who walk uprightly. These are those things that the
supplicant belicves God will grant, because he knows intimately
the Person of God. That is, he is £uﬂy acquaintecl with His ways
and manners. He knows what is proper and in accord with His
methods. He has entered into the closest chambers with God
and knows Him well. He requests accor(ling to His nature, and
accorcling to his relationship with Him. Achsah knew her father
well. She had no doubt of his readiness to grant her request,
because she graspecl her father’s heart and felt her father’s heart;
therefore she asked for what moved her father’s heart. That is
preeminence in prayer, when the supplicant goes l)eyoncl what is
given by the promises of God, and seeks what God is 1i12e, and
asks of God in accordance with His Person. Preeminent prayer
is the superior prayer that goes to God for Himself because of
Himself and asks of Him what He is only pleasecl to grant.

Preeminent prayer is based on relationship above any
other thing. There are no outward signs or assurances, only the
surety of a heartfelt acquaintance with Him, which acquaintance
knows what to aslz, how to aslz, and why to ask. Tt is the prayer
that approaches God, not His Word, and no promises are even
mentioned. But this kind of prayer seeks favors of Him because
He is known and loved and understood for what He is in
Himself. Preeminent prayer gets hold of God, and gains from
Him what tZzings soever ye a’esire, because He is believed for

What and Who and How He is.
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Preeminent Response, And he gave.

This is the result of the appeai to the Person of God Who is

our very caring i'ieaveniy Father. He exists in an environment

i)eyon(i oi)iigatory commitments, and also periorms i)eyon(i the
customary Word. Caleb gave Achsah what her south land had
lacked, the upper springs and the nether springs. The (iry land given
as her inheritance needed water to be unreserveciiy usei;ui; therefore
she asked i)eyon(i what was given, and received it, and more. She
received the upper springs, a great biessing , more than her allotment
prescrii)e(i, and the nether springs, even more than she had asked or
tiiougiit.7 The upper springs were those in the iiigiier lands, but the
nether springs were down in the lower regions where needed most.
What is pictureci here is the iiving water of the Hoiy Spirit and His
abundance given to every Ciiristian, but more to those who seek
Him in inner relationship and prayei'iuiness. That is, not more in
the sense of sometiiing of Him withheld from some Christians, but
more capacity, more abundance, more prevaience, more

appropriation of Him into iiving life here and now.

In the last Jay, that great a’ay o][ the ][east, Jesus stood
and cried, saying, I][ any man thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink.

agHe that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath saicl, out
o][ his lve//y shall ﬂow rivers o][ living water.

ag(But this spa/ee he o][ the Spirit, which tlzey that belicve
on him should receive: ][or the Ho/y Ghost was not yet given;

because that Jesus was not yet g/orl:/ieal.)
John 7:37-39
Through the Hoiy Spirit, God grants to us the priviiege of
preeminent prayer. The Hoiy One Who gives us our initial
inheritance in Christ tiirougii the Wor(i, will give rivers of iiving

water to fulfill even the most perplexing request, if it is handled as
Achsah’s preeminent request of Caiei), her father. Tt is this sweet

! Eplzesians 3:20
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communion with God which makes preeminent prayer possible. His
Spin"cual Presence is the intimate 12now1eclge necessary to engage God in
this kind of prayer. And he gave are blessed words in answer to a
preeminent prayer, which stirred the heart of a £ather, and will rouse the
heart of our heavenly Father as we learn to pray in the Spirit.

Praying a/ways with all prayer and supp/ication in the
Spirit, and watclzing thereunto with all perseverance and
supp/ication for all saints. Eplzesians 0:18

As the Christian seeks an extra portion of Christ through
prayer, the Holy Spirit will be more and more influential in one’s
life. After Caleb grantecl her request, Achsah’s inheritance was
pre—eminently useful in her life. And so it is in our experience. [t is
as we seek in meekness and humility those things that will augment
and expedite the portion of Christ that God has apportioned to us,
that we reaﬂy know the Llessings of the upper springs and the
nether springs of the Holy Indweﬂing Christ. He manifests Himself
to those of us who seek to gain complete and maximum goocl from

what He has apportioned to us as our lot.
At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and

ye in me, and I in you.

*'He that hath my commandments, and ]eeepetlz tlzem, he
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will mam}[est myse/][ to him.

szudas saith unto lzim, not Iscariot, Loral, how is it that
thou wilt mani][est tlzyse/][ unto us, and not unto the world?

»And Jesus answered and said unto him, I][ a man love
me, he will leeep my words: and my Father will love him, and
we will come unto lzim, and make our abode with him.

John 14:20-23

Nor can there ever Le rest in What we have attained. “Our

prosperity is to be measured not so much Ly the point we have

reached as Ly the fact and measure of the progress we are malzing."8

s Scroggie, loc.cit.
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We must never fail to seek from our God and His Christ those
Messings which will chaﬂenge the vast undone and unaccomplishe(l.

Whatever is 1aclzing is what is needed in prayer. Perhaps it will take
preeminent prayer that chaﬂenges His resources and resolve to give
to us. But added resources of His spiritual power must be Lolcuy,
yet reverently, sought from Him. May God grant a bold assurance
in Him that finds full preeminent prayer a habitual experience in
our prayer lives. Amen.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye, a/ways lzaving all suﬂ;'ciency in all tlzings, may
abound to every good work. II Corinthians 9:8
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III. CONTRASTS BETWEEN
EMINENT AND PREEMINENT PRAYER

The differences between eminent prayer and preeminent prayer
to God is illustrated in the difference between Caleb’s request of
Joshua, and Achsah’s request of Caleb. The one is prayer which is
accorcling to God’s Word, the other is prayer which is accorcling to
God’s Person. Caleb requested simply what had been promise(l him l)y
God, but Achsah requestecl what was in addition to the promisecl
inheritance. Caleb asked for what would fulfill the divine Word to him,
while Achsah sought what would help in the usefulness of what had
been alrea(ly given as the fulfillment of the divine Word to her. Caleb
came loolcﬂy in full confidence of the divine promise in the Word of
God, claiming what had been committed to him years previous;
however Achsah came hurnl)ly and reverently in full awareness that her
request depen(led upon the will of God, not fu]ly expressed. Calel)'s
plea rested upon what God said to him about Caleb and what Lelongecl
to Calel), but Achsah’s entreaty rested upon what she knew about her
father only. Caleb came seelzing what was due him because he had ﬁl//y
fo//owec] God in the past, while Achsah came seelzing in order to fulfill
the maximum use of her inheritance that she migllt {:ully follow God
in the future. Caleb came {:uuy believing in what was promised, but
Achsah came loelieving in the principle of requesting Hessings based
upon real need and what had not been promise(l at all. Truly, Caleb came
to request in accord with His written Word, and to take hold of God by
His promise. On the other han(l, Achsah came to God in accord with His

unwritten goodness that considers Wisely and graciously every appeal

that centers upon His own Person as a giving and gracious God.

Shall we approach God as Caleb or as Achsah? Both approaches
are al;solutely correct and goocl and spiri’cual; however it is best to
approach God on the basis of Who He is rather than on what He must
give, even when it is what He has promisecl. Certainly, the former does
not in any way preclude the latter! One can and should always
approach God on the basis of Who He is when His promise is or is not

involved.
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Many times His Word is clear on a certain matter. By all means,
we are to take God at His Word, and 1ay claim upon what He has said
in His Holy Word. It is goocl to take His promises as an inheritance
belonging to us, for indeed they are. Yet, another need may arise that
is not so plain in His Word. On what do we base that petition? Why,
upon Him of course. We go to Him in the secret place of His abiding
Presence and we ask Him, as Achsah did of her father, Calel), simply
because He is our Father in heaven. And even those issues that are
clear in His Word ough’c to rest upon Him, and not just upon His
obliging promises. [t is our relationship with Him that determines all

petitions in the end.

Caleb’s request was made through and sanctioned Ly his own
prior faithfulness and faith in God, yet Achsah came seelzing to add to
what was hers through the courageous action and faithful endeavors of
her husband. This is the greatest of all resources of preeminent prayer
versus eminent prayer. As Achsah came on the merits of her husband’s
capture of the enemies’ city and surrounding territory, and upon her
relationship with her father, Caleb: even so the prayer which holds
most sway with God is similarly placed before His Person on the sole
merits of Another, His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. He stood in the
place of us true supplicants and gained our inheritance through the
courageous work of the cross. By way of His endowment gainecl for us
on the merits of His Cross, prayer will be changed from eminent prayer
into preeminent prayer. Preeminence in prayer is ours when God is
approache(l upon the basis of Who and What and How He is as the

goocl and gracious and 1oving heavenly Father, having become such
through faith in the cross of Jesus Christ His Son. Amen.

For ye all are the children o][ God by faith in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:26
Having tlzere][ore brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus. Hebrews 10:19

For all the promises o][ God in lm are yea, and in lm
Amen, unto the glory of God by us. [Added several emph.]|
II Corinthians 1:20




