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PREFACE

When [ first heard the song | was appaued. It was
l)eauti{:uuy done. The music was great; the singer was the
talented Frank Sinatra; but the 1yrics were ’cerribly ear’chy and
carnal. The song was “‘My Way,” written especiaﬂy for Frank
Sinatra. It describes a life lived en’cirely as Mr. Sinatra indeed
lived his life, “My way.” In the song the singer is looleing
back at his life, and claiming great achievement because of his
egocentric, self-centered, and self-indulgent way, which is
summed up as having been so successful because he did it “My

”

way.

But I submit that the life that is reaﬂy great is the
Christian life which is lived not “My way,” but “God's way.”
That way is the successful way of the Word. Tt is the life lived
out ’chrough a continual seelaing of God's will in His Word
through prayer, in order that His way might be followed. The
song of victory for the Christian in glory will have as its
continual lyric, “T did it His way.

May God grant to us, His children who are fixed upon
honoring and glorifying Him, a correct aclanowle&gement of
and submission to “His way.” To that end is this brief
consideration of His Word dedicated. Amen.
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HONEST PRAYER—CHAPTER VI

HONEST GUIDANCE THROUGH
HONEST PRAYER
II Samue/ 51 7—015

But when the Philistines heard that tlzey had anointed
David leing over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seck
David; and David heard ofit, and went down to the hold.

The Philistines also came and spread themselves in the
va”ey o][ Replzaim.AnJ David inquirea’ of the LORD, saying,
Shall I go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into
mine hand?

And the LORD said unto David, Go up; ][or I will
doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand.

And David came to Baa/perazim, and David smote them
there, and said, The LORD hath broken fortlz upon mine
enemies Le][ore me, as the breach of waters. Tzzerefore he called
the name of that p/ace Baa/perazim.

And there they /eft their images, and David and his men
burned them.

And the Philistines came up yet again, and spreaa’
themselves in the va//ey o][ Replzaim.

And when David inquired o][ the LORD, he said, Thou
shalt not go up; but fetclz a compass behind tlzem, and come
upon them over against the mu/lwrry trees.

And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in
the tops o][ the mu/l:erry trees, that then thou shalt bestir
tlzyse/f: ][or then shall the LORD go out Iyefore tlzee, to smite
the host o][ the Philistines.

And David did so, as the LORD had commanded lzim;
and smote the Philistines ][rom Geba until thou come to
Gazer. II Samuel 5:17-25
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Again, David gatlzereal togetlzer all the chosen men of Israe/,
t}tirty thousand.

And David arose, and went with all the peop/e that were with
him ][rom Baale o][ ]udalz, to l)ring up ][rom thence the ark o][ God,
whose name is called Iyy the name o]( the LORD of hosts that
dwelleth between the cherubim.

And tlzey set the ark of God upon a new cart, and [Jrouglzt
it out af the house o][ Abinadab that was at Gibeah: and Uzzah
and Aizio, the sons of A[ainaalaly, drave the new cart.

And they l)rought it out o][ the house ofALinaa’alv which was
at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went Iyefore
the ark.

And David and all the house of Israel p/ayeal lyeﬁ)re the
LORD on all manner of instruments made o][ ﬁr wood, even on
l’tarps, and on psa/teries, and on tim[yre/s, and on cornets, and on
cyml:a/s. And when tlzey came to Nachon’s threslzingﬂoor,
Uzzah put fortlz his hand to the ark of God, and took hold o][ it;
][ar the oxen shook it.

And the anger o][ the LORD was kindled against Uzzah,
and God smote him there for his error; and there he died l)y the
ark o][ God.

And David was Jisp/eased, because the LORD had made a
breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the p/ace
Perezuzzah to this a’ay.

And David was aﬁaiJ of the LORD that alay, and said,
how shall the ark o][ the LORD come to me?

So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him
into the city o][ David: but David carried it aside into the house o][
Obededom the Gittite.

And the ark o][ the LORD continued in the house o][
Obededom the Gittite three montlzs; and the LORD blessed
Olaea’edom, and all his household.

And it was told leing David, saying, The LORD hath
blessed the house o][ Oliea’edom, and all that pertainet}t unto lzim,
because o][ the ark o][ God. So David went and [Jrouglzt up the ark
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o][ God ][rom the house of Obededom into the city o][ David with
g/adness.
And it was so, that when tlzey that bare the ark o][ the
LORD had gone six paces, he sacnﬁced oxen and fat/ings.
And David danced [Jeﬁ)re the LORD with all his miglzt; and
David was gira’ed with a linen eplzod.
8o David and all the house of Israel [Jrouglzt up the ark o][
the LORD with s}louting, and with the sound o][ the trumpet.
II Samuel 6:1-15

Mistakes and losses in the Lord’s work are multipliecl and
accented when we have not sought God’s mind in His Word
through prayer. The Word and prayer go together, the one with the
other actuauy leading to the other. By that we mean that
meditation in the Word will invaria]oly inspire spiritual prayer, and
that spiritual prayer will always point one to the Word. Prayer,
then, is an important experience for the faithful execution of the
Lord’s work. It will enable the Christian to ascertain God’s will and
way and Word. Through the intuitive powers of prayer and through
the added insight into the Word that prayer Lrings, prayer will lead
to the devoted service that the Lord desires and deserves.

Our text serves as an example of the power of prayer for
cliscerning the WlH, way, and the Word of God. In it, David is
confronted with three major and very noble decisions. He has three
noble projects in mind. The first two have to do with engaging the
enemy of God; the last has to do with engaging the ark of God as
the center of worship for the people of God, a position which it
ought to have had. In the first two of these tasles, David sought the
Lord through prayer, but in the last he failed at prayer and so failed
to accomplish his proper and noble purpose, until he had been
corrected through his own honest prayers. Basicaﬂy, the major
difference between success and failure was prayer, or the lack of it.
Failure at prayer led to the other failings in our text. From these
incidents we learn much about the w111, the way, and the Word of
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God, and that to discover them in any and every circumstance, one

must engage in real and spiritual prayer—in honest prayer.

David had just been anointed 12ing over all the tribes of Israel
{1 Samuel 5:1-5), having before been king only over Judah for the
previous seven years ([/ Samuel 2:1-4). The Lord will now test
David by aHowing Satan to stir up the enemies of Israel to attack
David’s new 12ingclom of a united Israel. This will be a test for the
new 12ing and his reign over such a large people. The question will
be raised and answered: Will David be like Saul, one who always
forgot to consult the Lord, or will he be wise in prayer and in
obedience to the will and way and Word of the Lord? Our text

serves to answer this question.

Our stucly will reveal how prayer can enlighten every
Christian. Through prayer we all can know the will and way and
Word of God for our lives and for our means of service to Christ.

But without prayer we will be in danger of missing the will and way
and Word of Christ. Our exposition will follow those heads:

First, Prayer enligh’cens Christians to the Will of God.
Second, Prayer enligh’cens Christians to the Way of God.
Third, Prayer enlig}ﬂ:ens Christians to the Word of God.
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PRAYER ENLIGHTENS CHRISTIANS

TO THE WILL OF GOD
IT Samuel 5:17-21

But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David
leing over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek David; and
David heard o][ it, and went down to the hold.

The Philistines also came and spreaa’ themselves in the va”ey
o][ Repitaim.

And David inquireal of the LORD, saying, Shall T go up to
the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the
LORD said unto David, Go up; ][or I will doubtless deliver the
Philistines into thine hand.

And David came to Baa/perazim, and David smote them
there, and said, The LORD hath broken ][ortlz upon mine enemies
Lefore me, as the breach o][ waters. TZzerefore he called the name
o][ that p/ace Baa/perazim.

And there tlzey /e][t their images, and David and his men
burned them. II Samuel 5:17-21

The enemies of Israel and of God had been relatively quiet up
until this time of David’s reign as lzing. During the years of civil war
between the house of Saul and Davicl, they had been content with the
turmoil within Israel, that it would end in a weakened nation, more
vulnerable and susoepti]ole to their advances and attacks. However,
when they realized that now the 12ingdom had rallied around David and
had unified into a stronger unit, they moved quiclely against David’s
rule before his government was fu]ly established.

How like the Devil to attack accorcling to our times of
beginnings and of weakness! He is as a roaring lion, wa/]eing about,
seeking whom he may devour (I Peter 5:8). The Aclversary moves
quiclely to take advantage of our vulnerabilities. But, as with Davi(l,
we must use our powerful resource of prayer at the throne of grace

to obtain mercy and ][mal grace in the time o][ need (Helarews 4:10).
God has always a way to escape that we may be able to bear his



Chapter 6 Ftonest Quidance thuough Honest Prayer page§ |

assaults (I Cor. 10:13). In the case of Davicl, God had a plan for
him actuaﬂy to win the victory over the Devil’s forces in the
Philistines, but it had to be determined just what was the will of
God in this confrontation with the enemy. David Wisely sought
God’s will in this matter, because if God be not with his armies,
then his newly established lzingdom would be irreparably harmed in
its very survival. How important for prayer to be engaged when
attempting work for God! How important is prayer when attacked
Ly the enemies of our souls. God has always a perfect will for our
protection and even victory, but without prayer neither will be
ours. David needed to know if it was God’s will to go against the

enemy “head on,” so to speale.

For many of God’s chilclren, no time in prayer would have
been taken before the throne of God. Some would reason. “Why,
it is always time to face off with the enemies of God.” Without
prayer they would attempt to defeat a formidable foe, whom God
would not have them engage at that time.

Throughout the Bible there have been times of “waiting upon
the Lord,” for His times, for His schedule, for His plan to be known.
In the Garden of Gethsemene, Peter had to be restrained from
thwarting the great redemp’cion of the cross (]oZm 18:10-11). It was
only as Peter heard from Christ that he could wait for a then yet future
day for standing strong for his Lord (Acts 2:14; 4:8-13, 19). But
there in the Garden at that time and place, Peter and the others had to
wait the Lord’s time for stan(ling against the enemies of the Lord.
David had learned this great truth concerning the ways of God. His
many years of running from Saul, and of waiting for a future day for
victory had served him well to teach him to wait upon the Lord.

Even the youtlzs shall faint and be weary, and the young men
shall utter/y ][a//;

But tlzey that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strengtlz,' t}ley shall mount up with wings as eag/es,' tlzey shall

run, and not be weary; and tlzey shall wa”e, and not faint.
Isaiah 40:30-31
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David knew to wait upon the Lord in prayer to determine
His perfect will in this matter of con£ronting the Philistines,

and in so cloing, and at the same time, and through the same

me(lium of prayer, he also appropriated the power o£ the Lord to
effect the victory accorcling to the will of God.

The Word ’c}u'ough Prayer

David had also the distinct pleasure of operating within the
authority of the Word of God. When he had sought the Lord’s will
in this matter, imme(liately God spolze His pure Word back to him,
Go up; ffor I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand (v.19).
How Messe(ﬂy powerful are we when we have fresh from heaven
God’s inspiring Word as our resource. David’s faith would be

mighty and unswerving in its resolve. Now he knew within his very
soul and spirit that the battle was Israel’s because God’s voice of
sure authority was still ringing in his cars. This blessed experience
of going forth in the power of the Word of God and with the
unshakable assurance of victory was David’s only because he had
sought the will of God through prayer. Prayer had been the means
of operating within the authority of the Word of God. The Word
and prayer stand together, or else failure and defeat await those
hasty souls who would venture forth into the battle of the Lord
without either. For David the Word came to him through prayer,
and it will come to us in the same way as well. We cannot know the
will of God in any matter without both.

A Sweeping Victory

David named the place of this great victory, Baal—perazim,
“The plain of breaches,” because The LORD hath broken fortlz upon
mine enemies Zae][ore me, as the breach o][ waters (v.20). This victory
had been so sweeping that it resembled the sweeping power of
ﬂooding waters to remove all in its path. So devastating had been
Israel’s armies Ly the power of the Lord, that they had left their
images or household gods behind. The precipitancy of their ﬂight
before David’s foroes, and the suddenness with which the Israelites
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burst upon them was like a breach o][ waters (Coolz). This is ever the
plight of the enemies of God when approached in the power of the
Word through prayer.

But he givetlz more grace. leerefore he saith, God
resisteth the proua’, but givet}l grace unto the humble.
Submit yourse/ves tlzerefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will ﬂee ][rom you.
Draw near to God, and he will draw niglz to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye

doubleminded.
Be aﬁqictea’, and mourn, and weep: et your /aug}tter be

turned into mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

Humble yaurse/ves in the sig}zt o][ the Lord, and he shall
lift you up. James 4:0-10
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PRAYER ENLIGHTENS CHRISTIANS
TO THE WAYS OF GOD,
II Samue/ 522-25

And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread
themselves in the va//ey o][ Replzaim.

And when David inquired o][ the LORD, he said, Thou
shalt not go up; but fetclz a compass behind tlzem, and come

upon them over against the mu/lwrry trees.

And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the
tops o][ the mu/lverry trees, that then thou shalt bestir t}tyselz[: ][or
then shall the LORD go out Iyefore tlzee, to smite the host of the
Philistines.

And David did so, as the LORD had commanded lzim;
and smote the Philistines ][rom Geba until thou come to Gazer.

II Samuel 5:22-25

Fresh Praver Needed

Again the Philistines came against David as before, in
£act, they returnecl to the very same place as Lefore, Rephaim.

David could have attemptecl to rest upon his former prayers. He
could have reasoned thusly: “It is the same enemy. [t is the
same place. It will be the same battle with the same strategy and
plan and power and victory.” But God does not operate like
that, and David had learned that while Waﬂeing with Him during
the difficult and trying years of Saul’s persecution. David had
learned to wait upon Him in honest prayer. David knew that he
could not rest on any former Word or prayer, but must have
fresh and new insight, power, and refreshment, for each
confrontation with the enemies of God. Surely, he sang a
Psalm similar to the foﬂowing:

When wilt thou learn O sinful man,
the former battle gained;
That now in skirmish fougl'd: anew,

to turn to Him again.
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Each battle fougllt for tllee, Dear Lord,
must always be Waged with ’c}lee;

No matter what the former gain,

or how great its victory.

So, once when I've gained a victory,
tl'xrougll strengtl'l sough’c at tlly 11anc1;

I must return to ’chy pierced feet,
if the next to win I can.

Those worcls, And when David inquirea] 07[ the LORD, are of
extreme importance in the battles of the Lord. There can be no

clepenclence upon former battles or experiences as if God had some
kind of a “ditto” button for convenience sake. He must be
continuously sought for and waited upon if the power is to be the
energetic and fresh potency from God’s glorious Person. God
delights in the innovative ancl, to us, sometimes novel. He walks
and works and deals in the ways of newness, lest it be said that He
is somehow limited or common. But David had learned that truth
about his God and understood that God is a God of variety, and He

would have us all to remember that in all our expectations of Him.

Fresh Strategy Required

There was no reason for a change in David’s approach to these
same enemies in the same place in the same confrontation except that
God willed a different way. This is always God’s prerogative: He
chooses to do things His way. After all, this was His army, His people,
His enemies, His battle. He wills things just because He wills things.
He is a Person with His own reasons for cloing things as He chooses.
It is His absolute right as God and Sovereign to do just as He pleases
without explaining anything to anyone. And David knew and acceptecl
this. Unlike many folks toclay who feel that God must always have a
revealed reason for cloing anything , David sought to find out from God
Himself just what would be His particular way in this new

confrontation with the enemies, even tl'lough all things appearecl to be
the same as in the just previously £ought and won campaign. David
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was a man after the heart of God because he had learned this great
truth of life in God’s universe:

Whosoever will let God be God, whosoever will acquiesce to
the will of the God Who is truly God and Sovereign in all things
both large and small, and patterns his actions and life
accorclingly, will meet with the applause and approval of God.

This is not to suggest that any creature could keep God from or hinder
God in any way from doing all His will. But it does mean that to be
pleasing to Him, one must recognize and aclznowleclge and acquiesce in
His absolute and final sovereignty as God to do exactly as pleases Him

£OI‘ HlS own personal reasomns.

Remember the former tlzings of oU; ][or Iam G'oa’, and there is
none e/se,' Iam God, and there is none like me,
Dec/aring the end from the Iyeginning, and from ancient times

the t}u'ngs that are not yet Jone, saying, My counsel shall stana’,
and I will do all my pleasure. Isaiah 40:9-10

In this battle God had a completely different plan. In the former
campaign, David’s forces met the Philistines head on in a frontal
a’ctaclz, but now He instructs the enemy be approachecl from the rear.
They were to compass, or go around them, and come against them
from just the opposite side as in the former battle ©.23). The
muﬂ)erry trees were to be their landmark l)y which they were to judge
both where and when to engage their enemies (vs. 23-24). Tt was when
they would hear the sound o][ a going in the tops o][ the mu/laerry trees, that
then thou shalt bestir tlzyse/][ [ht.’sharpen,’ or become active to engage
your forces] ; for then shall the LORD go out Zae][ore thee, to smite the host
of[ the Philistines. They were to listen for the noise” of the wind in the
tops of the muﬂ)erry trees as their signal to attack the Philistines.

? Lit. tsadah, “to step, to go on slowly” [Gesenius], i.e. sta.tely marching. The wd.
means tlle souncl produced Ly human s’ceps (] f(mgs 146, ]] ]<ngS 632), employecl as
the syml)ol of the approacll of the Lord here and ]ua]ges 5:4; Ps. 08:7. The Heb. wd.
signi{‘ies the majestic stepping of God. The sound of a “marching” from the tops of the

trees was as if the branches were l)eing moved Ly a strong wincl, but the wind was not

Llowing, i.e. God was moving ahead of David’s army as plainly stated in the verse.
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This peculiar way of the Lord was only learned through
prayer. What if David had failed to pray? Would he have been
aware of God’s unique agenda and strategy for this battle? Quite
ol;viously he would not have had the Lord with his armies” offensive
if he had not spent time in prayer.

Is not all our lives somewhat similar? Could any one of us
suggest that God could or should be presumed upon in any effort
for Him? And not only in efforts for Him, but in our every clay
hving, there are countless possibilities in our ways. But only His
way will prove proﬁtal)le; therefore we must spencl time in prayer if
we would learn his unique ways in our several decisions in every day
life. As David, we will find that even in repetitious circumstances
God will have a fresh approach to them. Prayer in every day life will
make all events fresh and exciting, and will match verbatim with
His ways. This will work splendid blessedness in a Spirit—ﬁued walk
with Him, and victories over our supreme enemies—the worlcl, the
ﬂesh, and the devil. As with Davi(l, there will come spiritual
enlightenment pertaining to the ways of God when we engage in
real and spiritual—honest—prayer. Our lives and our ways will

then agree with His life and way, bringing love, joy, and peace in
the Holy Spirit.
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PRAYER ENLIGHTENS CHRISTIANS
TO THE WORD OF GOD,
II Samue/ 61-15

Again, David gatlzerea’ togetlzer all the chosen men of Israe/,
t}n'rty thousand.

And David arose, and went with all the peop/e that were with
him ][rom Baale o][ ]udalz, to l)ring up ][rom thence the ark o][
Goc[, whose name is called Iyy the name of the LORD of hosts
that dwelleth between the cherubim. II Samuel 6:1-2

A Noble Cause Without Prayer

The word, Again, is the 12ey to relating this incident with the last
two in the previous chapter. The story is the continuing saga of the

new 1zingrs activities with his special tlzirty thousand chosen men. This
WOI'(],, Again, marks this story as the fouow—up to the two previous ones
in Chapter Five. However, there is one glaring distinction: David had
not sought the mind of God throug}l prayer. The chronicler recorded
David’s words of confession, We sought him not a][ter the due order (
Chronicles 15:1 3). In other WOI'C[S, David did not seck God’s will or

way in this movement of the ark of God to Zion. He £orgot to pray.

The ark had not been the center of Worship in Israel for over 120
years. [t had been in the possession of the Philistines for 70 of those
years, and had been sort of hidden in Kerjathjearim (Lit. “the Viﬂage of
the WOOC[S,” I Samuel 7:1 -2) for another 50 years, up until the
anointing of David as 12ing over all the tribes of Israel (1 Samuel
5:1-5).  But upon his anointing as 12ing over all Israel, David
immecliately sough’c to establish the ark of the covenant as the central
place of WOI'ShiP for ﬂ Israel. “His first act as a sovereign related to
the interests of religion, and the ark Leing then the grancl instrument
of it, he took the opportunity of the official representatives of the
nation Leing with him, to consult them about the propriety of
establishing it in a more public and accessible locality” (Jamieson on I

Chronicles 13:1-4). Having just taken ]erusalem (I Samuel 5:0-10),
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he purposecl to establish the ark o][ God the Lora], that dwelleth between
the cherubim, whose name is called on it ( Chronicles 14:0) in what would
become the city of David. It was there that God would build His
Temple to house the arlz, and it was there that God would crucify His

only Lego’cten Son, Whose work on the cross was picturecl in the ritual

concerning the ark.

What a noble purpose David had. It was a grancl Worlz, this
movement of the ark of God in order to emphasize the blood of Jesus
in the ritual associated with the ark and its covering mercy seat. David
had resolved to establish a place where ]ehovah’s worship could be
celebrated, a house where the syml)ol of His presence should be fixed
and communion with His people be established on the basis of the
blood. He sought to honor God by establishing the ark as the center of
Worship in all Israel once again. [t was there that God said that He
would meet with the people, and it was there that God said that He
dwelt among His people. But God has a perfect way, will, and Word in
the WOI'Sl’lip of Himself Ly His people. And that perfect way and will is
revealed to men in His Word ’cl’u‘ough prayer. David did not seek the
Word of God throug}l prayer, but instead consulted with captains of
thousands and hundreds—with mere men ( Chronicles 13:1-3). His
failure to seck God’s Word t}]rough prayer concerning the movement of
the ark will prove the ruin of David’s noble purpose and cost the life of one
of God’s servants—all because David a‘ctempted to do it “My way.”

“My Way” to Serve God,

And they set the ark o][ God upon a new cart, and lvrouglzt it
out o][ the house of Abinadab that was at Gibeah: and Uzzah
and A}u'o, the sons o][ Al)inadala, drave the new cart.

And tlzey Iyrouglzt it out of the house of Abinadab which was
at Gibeah, accompanying the ark o][ God: and Ahio went lve][ore
the ark.

And David and all the house o][ Israel p/ayea’ Lefore the
LORD on all manner of instruments made of ﬁr wood, even on
Izarps, and on psalteries, and on timlvre/s, and on cornets, and

on cymbals. II Samuel 6:3-5
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David had just previously sought the will of the Lord with

complete success. He had sought God’s will in a matter not

particularly expressed in God's

Word, the particular details of approaching the enemies of God
in battle. In other WOI'C[S, “How shall 1 ﬁght them?” The Word was
silent concerning that particular campaign; therefore David had sough’c
the will and way of God through prayer. But now, this moving of the
ark is entirely another kind of matter. God’s Word expressly detailed
how the ark was to be move(l, but David neither heeded its instruction,
nor regarclecl God’s ordained way in attempting to achieve his noble
and high purpose.

Without having sought the Lord through prayer, David
was attempting to do a noble and good work man'’s way, and in
so cloing, he was guilty of sin. David failed to discern the mind
of God, which mind had been revealed in the law. Had he
sought the Lord in prayer, he would have been directed to the
Word of God and His way to move the ark. But as the tendency
is among sinful men, David failed at prayer, and therefore he
failed at his service. Through continued honest prayer, God
would have directed David and the people to the Book of
Numbers:

And when the camp settest ][orward, Aaron shall come, and
his sons, and tlzey shall take down the covering veil, and cover
the ark o][ testimony with it;

And shall put thereon the covering o][ Iyaalgers' sleins, and
shall spreaa’ over it a cloth who//y o][ l)/ue, and shall put in the
staves tlzereof: Numbers 4:5-6

But unto the sons o][ Korah he gave none: because the service
of the sanctuary [Je/onging unto them was that tlzey should bear

upon their shoulders. Numbers 7:0
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Had David sought the Lord’s Word through prayer he

would have found three essentials for moving the ark of the

covenant. (1) It was to be always covered—unseen. (2) It was to
be moved only by using wood staves that were placecl through the
rings made in it—untouched. And (3) it was to be borne up on
the shoulders of only the sons of Korah—unegualed. God had
detailed instructions in His Word for moving the ark. It had to
be done this precise way. God has a meticulous way to do all
things, and they must be done His way according to His Word
or become unacceptal)le in His sight. This is called in the Bible,

obedience.

The way to find God’s way and will in any matter is to seek
for the truth through honest prayer, and if the way and will of
God is not in the Worcl, then the answer will come either
through the Spirit's promptings or through Providence’s
openings. Or if it has been specificaﬂy dealt with in His Word,
then God will lead the honest Supplicant into His honest Word
on that particular sul)ject. The way and will of God will become
known from His Word through prayer. iny then will
obedience be possil)le.

David sought to do God’s work the world’s way. When the
Philistines had capturecl the ark, they returned it on a new cart
(! Samuel 0:7-12), just the same way as David now sought to
move it. It worked for the WOI’lCl, but it could not work for the
people of God. God requires obedience from His people, and
rightfuﬂy so. They are the ones that know His grace and love;
the world knows nothing of either. Besides, God expects little
from the wicked world as it meddles in His work. He can accept
none of it, but His people can indeed offer up spiritual sacrifices
of honorable efforts for His glory; therefore all things done by
His people for His honor and glory must be done His way, or

else it will be met with con][usion and every evil work.
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Ignol)le Results Without Prayer

And when tlzey came to Nachon’s tlzreslzingﬂoor, Uzzah put
fortlz his hand to the ark o][ God, and took hold o][ it; ][ar the oxen
shook it.

And the anger o][ the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and
God smote him there ][or his error; and there he died [ay the ark
of God.

And David was a’isp/easeal, because the LORD had made a
breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name o][ the p/ace
Perezuzzah to this Jay.

And David was a][raid o][ the LORD that Jay, and said, how
shall the ark of the LORD come to me?

So David would not remove the ark o][ the LORD unto him
into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house
o][ Obededom the Gittite.

And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of
Obededom the Gittite three mont}ls,' and the LORD blessed
Obededom, and all his household. II Samuel 6:6-11

The ark was to be unseen, untouched, and unequalecl when
moved. But David had failed to observe these requirements of God’s
law. When the ark was about to faﬂ, Uzzah sough’c to protect it loy
reaching out to stea(ly it. God immediately killed him for deﬁhng His
Word, even though it was a goocl thing that he attemptecl to do.
David’s as well as Uzzah’s desire was holy, noble, and pure, but they

both went about it in the wrong way with dire consequences.

“Let’s do the work of God with our own rationale, our own
ideas. Let's use our business acumen, Worl(ﬂy philosophy, and
Worlcﬂy wisdom. We need to apprehencl some of the world’s own
techniques, then watch us grow.” Or, “Let’s do the work of God by
foﬂowing the example of others. That church does it; it must be
oleay." But we must remember Paul’s WOI‘(],S, and to what they
apply: It is requirea’ in stewards, that a man be ][oum]][aitlz][u/” (I Cor.
4:2). But faithful to what? What else except the Word of God?
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Faithfulness means doing the work of God in the way He has
prescrﬂ)ecl. Expecliency has no proper place in the church.

Compromise must be rejected and practicakility over the creedal
Word must not be even consiclerecl, lest we lose all and become
Uzzahs. Many today are desirous to do good, but have no proper
concern for God’s stanclarcl—they stucly not His Word cliligently to
discover what laws , rules , and principles are therein to govern and to
regulate the Leating of the ark of the gospel. ]][ ye Jove me Leep my
commandments (]olm 14:15). Keep means to “treasure, guar(l,
preserve.” How are we to treasure that of which we are ignorant?
True love for Christ must flow in the appointed channels, and be
directed Ly the Divine precepts, or it is not love at all. God is a
Spirit; and tlzey that worslzip Him must worslzip in spirit and in truth
(]olzn 4:24). Truth means accorcling to the Word (]olzn 17:17),
and that truth is only discerned through a prayerful approach to
it. If truth is absent from a supposecl love, then there is no love
at all.  David’s love for Jehovah was void of truth in this
incident; therefore it was not real love at all. Truth must guarcl
over and confine expressions of love within certain perimeters.
Efforts for God are to be controlled or else they become nothing

but ﬂeshly enterprises of sentimentalism, whoﬂy unacceptable to
God.

Failure at prayer was the root of David’s difficulties in this
happening. He failed to discern the mind of God in His Word,
which could have been his through prayer. Asa result one man lost
his life, and David suffered personaﬂy in spiritual loss. Verse 8
records David as being a’isp/easea’ . The word in the Hebrew means
“to be angry.” He seems ac’cuaﬂy to have become mad at God.
Lack of prayer will lead to such foolishness as this! Once one gets
out of communion with God, and the losses I)egin to be £el’c, then
the ﬂeshly anger aims itself at the one Person cleserving of no

anger. Accorcling to verse Q David was filled with confusion and

distrust of God also.
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And David was afraid of the LORD that alay, and said,
How shall the ark o][ the LORD come to me? II Samuel 0:9

How like the man who £orgets to pray! The sound mind
which the Word promises (/I Timotlzy 1:7) is missing in those
who lose prayer. David was filled with £ear, panic, and dread
because of his thoughts of God. This is the man who was
already the sweet psa/mist o][ [srae/, but prayerlessness ruins
sweetness and embitters the heart toward God. Verse 10 records
David’s removal of the ark to Obededom’s house. This meant
for David a great loss of communion and joy with God. This ark
was where God did indeed manifest His presence with His
people. But David’s failure at prayer meant that his feﬂowship

would now suffer loss. Prayer brings joy into the soul because
His presence is known and enjoyecl through those times of
sweetest companionship. David lost Messings of many different
12inc1s, because verse 11 says that “the LORD blessed Obededom
an(l, all his household” because of the presence of the ark in his
house. Prayer and His presence Lrings Messing of all kinds. But
David missed out on these blessings associated with the ark of God
because his whole demeanor was out of sorts with his Gocl, and it all

Legan with a failure at prayer.

The Means (God’s Way) Justifies the End
No doubt, to some this way of God will seem unfair.

Surely someone will say, “David was seelzing to do a noble thing,
a ’ching pleasing to God, a thing which was in God’s purpose and
plan of the ages; therefore God should have blessed it in spite of
the error of the ark’s movement.” Oh no! the end of our labors
for God does not ever justify the means, for God receives glory
equauy from both. And His righteousness and justice require
per£ection in both the means and the end in view. Another
question: “Why do believers in Divine Sovereignty live and do
things more in keeping with the precise scriptural patterns?”
Answer: They see that since God is always in control, they need
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never fear that they will expose Him to loss or clamage, or that His

work will suffer any loss or fail to experience any gain, if they limit

themselves to serving Him in the way that He has appointecl in His
Word. This is otherwise known as faith, real faith in God and in

His will and way and Word.

Truly the means will justify the end, because the means can
and will be overruled Ly God’s ordained and goocl end. Suppose
that Uzzah had thought: “I cannot touch that ark because it is
altogether holy unto the Lord; the law forbids it.” So, he let it fall.
Would he have been right or wrong in so doing? He would have
been right to have trusted God to do what he could not oljecliently
have done himself. God's great work and God’s great truth are not
uphelcl and promotecl 1)y any of man’s infidelities—whether 1arge or
small in man’s Sight. God delights not in any unrighteous work to
promote His. He receives no glory from any unrighteous acts, no

matter what the motive, or even the end human result of them.

But God does indeed do His righteous work as He has ordained
in His Word. Therefore, in order to glorify God which is the
whole cluty of man, we must believe in God—in His
Sovereignty, His Government, His Almighty control, in all
things—and only that belief will result in using only glori£ying
means which are in accord with God’s ordained ways. God’s
great ordained ends will never suffer loss when we obey His

similarly great ordained means to effect them.

God’s Use of Man’s Disobedience (Wrath)

Sure/y the wrath o][ man shall praise thee: the remainder of
wrath shalt thou restrain. Psalm 76:10

When one does things outside the pale and prescription of God’s
order and govemmental laws, the use that God makes of those efforts
fall into the category of man’s Wrath, or sin; but God does indeed use

our mistalzes, errors, blunclers, and failures to effect His final great
ordained end. His wisdom applies the foolishness of men to gain His
own great objective in Christ. The Book of ]uclges is the history of
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God using the Llundering weaknesses of human misfits to rule His
own people. This is glorifying to God, but is not the best way of God.
The whole history in the Bible is full of examples of God using man’s
wrath (sin) to work the final praise (glory) of God in the end of all
things (q-v. Eplz 1:11-12). From the very Leginning God has used
man’s wrath to effect His own great end. The Serpent was allowed to

Lring into existence man’s wrath in order to necessitate the work of
Jesus Christ; that wrath will in the end Lring praise to God. Even
]uclas Iscariot’s Letrayal (Gocl’s supreme confrontation with man’s
wratk) was the vehicle used L)y God to Lring about the death of His Son
in order to save sinners, whose salvation is the ultimate praise and glory
of God. God indeed uses the most corrupt of events, circumstances,
even sins, to His own glory, but in no way I)y His use made of them
does He endorse those actions. All men are fu]ly accountal)le, not
accorcling to God’s use made of their actions or methods, but for the

way, manner, and integrity of those actions.

But some juclge the worth or righteousness of their actions and
methods by the use which God makes of them. The question raised L)y
Paul, Let us do evi/, that gooa’ may come? (Romans 3:8) demands an
unqualiﬁed, No! The supreme blessedness is to be found doing things
accorcling to God’s ways and though’cs. This brings blessedness and
reward to the doer, while the other results in fear, confusion, and every
evil worle—ﬁnaﬂy death. God is most pleasecl with and Messecﬂy
gloriﬁe(l in His peoples’ obedience as they believe in His will and way
and Word. They venerate Him when they do everything accorcling to
His prescribed and ordained way, and quite resolutely leave the end up
to the Sovereign Ruler of the Existence.

God’s Use of Man’s Ol)edience,

And it was told /eing David, saying, The LORD hath blessed
the house of Obededom, and all that pertainetlz unto him,
because o][ the ark o][ God. So David went and lvrouglzt up the

ark of God ][rom the house of Obededom into the city of David
with g/aa’ness.
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And it was so, that when tlzey that bare the ark o][ the LORD
had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and ][at/ings.

And David danced I)efore the LORD with all his miglzt; and
David was gira’ed with a linen eplzod.

So David and all the house of Israel [Jrouglzt up the ark of the
LORD with slzouting, and with the sound o][ the trumpet.

II Samuel 6:12-15

David realized the death of Uzzah was not caused by the ark.
He, through honest prayer, came to realize that the ark was the

source of Llessing for the house of Obededom. Tt was certainly not
from Obededom’s stature or from Uzzah's obscurity that
determined either Llessings or curses from God as regarclecl the ark.
God is no respecter of persons, but David had found God’s mind
through prayer.

And [David] said unto them, Ye are the clzief o][ the fatlzers
o][ the Levites: sanct:fy yourse/ves, both ye and your Zvretlzren,
that ye may Im'ng up the ark of the LORD God ofIsrae/ unto
the p/ace that I have prepared ][or it.

For because ye did it not at the ﬁrst, the LORD our God

made a breach upon us, ][or that we sought him not after the
due order. [added emph.] I Chronicles 15:12-13

The worcls, we souglzt him not a][ter the due ora’er, refer to both
prayer and the Word. David aclenowle(lge(l his and the peoples’
error, repentecl ’cl’u‘ough prayer, and found the Word of God in this
matter of moving His ark. Then, the Llessings and love and joy

and peace were David’s and the peoples’. Tl’u‘ough David’s careful
consideration of the circumstances of his former attempt to move
the arlz, and through the seelzing Him aﬁer the due ora]er, he came
to the corrected way of God. When the winds of Providence go
against us, we need to survey our course and in prayer weigh it
against the instructions of the Word of God. Real happiness and
joy in Christ is to be found @g all things accorcling to God's ways
and thoughts. Prayer will bring blessedness and reward in God

work, while prayerlessness will loring shame and loss.
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GOd,S Way

God has strong feelings about man’s service for Him. He

counts the slaclzing, clisregarcling, and cliscounting of His will, way,
and Word as the greatest of sins, even deserving immediate death as
in the case of Uzzah. However, toclay God’s anger is somewhat
subdued through the atonement of Jesus in glory at His throne.
Therefore, churches toclay can use the most ungocﬂy ways to
attempt to bear the gospel of Christ, and do it without evident
penalty. Many mega-congregations are patent testimonials to the
power of the flesh to amass large groups of Worlcﬂy people, who
suppose that they are worshipping and serving God. But as Uzzah
discovered in th_1s 1ife, their builders will see it all fired under the
Lurning gaze of Christ in the next life. Those ﬂeshly built
assemblies will burn as WOO(],, hay, and stubble at His throne. Every

deviation from the precise Word, as well as all the fast—£oocl—type
programs and gimmiclzs used in God’s work, is abomination in His
sight. Only the means which are in accord with the will and way and
Word of God will prove to have produce(l gold, silver, and precious

stone in the end.

Prayer is the key that unlocks the ordained ways of God for men.
Because no human rationale is fit for God’s gospel—it came not l)y it
nor assimilates any part of it—, and because only God’s prescril)ecl
ways are Worthy of it, prayerfulness is require& to find the mind of God
in His Word and to effect the gospel’s proper presentations and

support. All efforts that are man-made are a reproach to the beauties
of Christ Jesus and His Cross.

There are reverlaerating echoes from many Uzzah—types saying
still: “Weu, it was olzay for Uzzah to gral) the ark to save it from harm.
David was alrea(ly disobedient in moving the ark in the manner that he
did, and one more fault shouldn’t hurt anything. No one is perfect;
Lesides, we are justiﬁecl in Violating God’s ways, because the
circumstances require it, and besides, everyone else is doing it. Bven if
it is wrong, the work of God would suffer if we do not continue with
these unscriptural practices” They reason that since David was alrea(ly
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in error, no matter what Uzzah did would have been wrong anyway;

therefore there is no point in even trying to correct what is being
done in error, lest the work suffer loss. They reason: “Let’s just
continue to do it this way even though we know it’s wrong, or else
God’s great work would suffer irreparal)ly." Listen to the wisdom
that is ][rom above, that is first pure, then peaceala/e, gem‘/e, and easy
to be entreated, ][u// o][ mercy and gooJ ][ruits, without parha/:ty, and
wltlzout Lupocwsu as it answers to all,

No! God’s work will not ever suffer in any way when we do
the things of God God’s prescril)ed way. We can loegin to
ol)ey God righ’c now, or at any point in time, and leave the
clearing of the rubble to God, which difficulties were caused
l)y our former disobedience. He blesses righ’ceous means only,
and discernment of His methodology and guidance in His
ways, are ’c}u'ough honest prayer only. Amen!

SoME LEssoONS TO LEARN FROM QUR TEXT

1. Gocﬂy wisdom first requires purity—oljeclience to God’s
principles, methods, Laws, i.e. His Wiﬂ, Way and Word—})&ore!

and as a controller of, our peacemaking, gent/eness, accommodation,

mercy and gooa]][ruits—else it be ]flypocrisy, James 3:17.

2. Every chauenge Lrought to us in God’s work must be
approaohed as completely new, and is not at all to be dealt with in

the same manner as any former one, even when it appears to be just

the same, I Samuel 5:18 with verses 22-23.
3. All of Providence is the work of Gocl, II Samuel 6:7

4. Providence must be measured properly 1)y the joint inquiries of
prayer and the Word, before being joy{'uﬂy interpreted and acclaimed as
a Llessing on our efforts for God, IT Samuel 0:5 with verse 7.

5. All Providence should be apprecia’ce& as goocl directions from
God, even when some seem to cause hurt and therefore cannot be

properly unclerstoocl, 11 Samuel 0:8.

? James 3:17



| Chapter 6 Ftonest Quidance thuough Honest Prayer page 27 |
6. Providence should be surveyecl thoroughly, and meditated upon

continuaﬂy and prayer£uﬂy in order for circumstances confronting

us to be understood aright, II Samuel 6:12-13.

7. Prayer is the best routine for waiting for the Lord’s way to be
revealed before cloing anything for God, II Samuel 5:19, 23.

8. Proper motives and sentimentalism do not suffice for doing
the work of Gocl, when void of honest prayer and the honest
Word, IT Samuel 0:1-0.

9. The Word of God must be approached prayer£uﬂy and studied
diligently if our efforts are to be spiri’cuaﬂy profita]ole to God’s
Kingdom, II Samuel 0:1-3 with I Chronicles 15:12-13.

10.  Prayer is always the first order in any enterprise for God's
glory, 11 Samue/ 5:17 through II Samuel 0:15.
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