PREFACE

Have ye understood all these tlzings? ney say unto him,
Yea, Lord.

When Jesus asked His discipies questions, He had ulterior motives;
He desired to teach them and us certain truths of a relative
importance. So is it in this text of Scripture. In some very important
ways He makes the Scribes of His day as His disciples will be
tiirougiiout this age of His absence from earth. During these latter
days every discipie is learned in the fundamentals of the Kingdom of
God. The very enlightenment that is the essential enablement to
become authentic discipies of Jesus is to some degree as what the Old
Testament Scribes did possess of the Law. Ti’iey i'iai)ituaiiy scribed
copies of the Law and ideaﬂy meditated upon and understood God’s
revelation of Himself. That made them Scribes because tiiey
comprehended spirituai truth. Whether this was reaiiy true of the
Scribes who confronted Christ negativeiy is doubted. But this ideal
scribal concept was incorrectiy assumed amongst Israel when Jesus

.. 1
ministered among them.

Jesus takes this ideal scribal concept as indicative of every discipie
since without exception every authentic discipie has been taugtit with
regard to the ieingdom of heaven. This iearning is not just an
unattained and unaccompiistied ideal as it was with the Old
Testament Scribal order, but is actual and absolute in every discipie,
else one is not at all a discipie. Jesus uses this scribal concept that
prevaiis in His every discipie to stress witnessing and testitying of Him
to everyone in cach discipie’s assigned area of life. Since each discipie
has been taugi'it and eniigiitened when called to Christ, tiiey are
masters over their territory to t)ring out to those in their province
tiiings new and old about Christ Jesus and His redemption. Bach
discipie is devoted to Christ from the very enlightenment that called
him or her to become a discipie. Hence, authentic Christian discipies
are Scribes with a speciai understanding of the ttiings new and old
concerning Jesus’ redemption, who i)ring Christ out to those

encompassing their lives. Amen.
" Matthew 5:20




THE PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER:

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIBES
Matthew 13:51-52; 28:19; Numbers 11:20

Slfesus saith unto tlzem, Have ye understood all these
tlzings? TZzey say unto him, Yea, Lord.

*2 Then said he unto them, Tzzerefore every scribe which is
instructed unto the leinga’om of heaven is like unto a man that
is an householder, which l)ringetlz ][OTt}l out o][ his treasure
things new and old. Matthew 13:51-52

¥ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, lmptizing them
in the name of the Fatlzer, and the Son, and the Ho/y Ghost.

Matthew 28:1 Q

* Would God that all the Lord’s peop/e were proplzets,
and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them.
Numbers 11:29

The Old Testament Scribe in Jesus’ clay was a transcriber and
interpreter of the sacred Scriptures. As such he was a theologian, and
was a lawyer in the sense of a lznowleclge and unclerstancling of the Law.
In Jesus’ time many Scribes were members of the Sanhedrin, and
hence were often mentioned in connection with the elders and priests.
Because they were supposed to have been strict followers of Scripture,
they were also often identified with the Pharisees. Some have supposecl
that Sadducees had their Scribes and Pharisees had their own brand of
Scribes; thus two groups of Scribes with grea’cly diﬂering individual
beliefs. However, Scripture consistently identifies the Scribes with the
Pharisees and never clirectly with the Sadducees. Scribes were in effect
Lawyers in that they were conversant with the Law. Jesus used this
characteristic of lznowleclge of God’s revelation in the Law to teach His
disciples their place during His absence.

Jesus raised Christian Scribes to a higher level or the ideal of a
Christian instructor or private tutor, who, as a pupil of the

leingclom of heaven and a clisciple of Jesus, explains to other men
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Christ and His way. Christian Scribes are always 1earning at the
feet of Jesus in order to teach others about Him. Old Testament
Scribes were Lawyers in that they were conversant with the law. All
Christians are New Testament Scribes in that they are conversant
with the Gospel, with Jesus, and with reclemption. Thus Jesus
references His lznowledgeal)le disciples as Scribes instructed unto the

kinga’om of[Zzeaven .

Christ will use this unclerstancling possessecl Ly the old Secribes,
and their 1oyalty, to teach His disciples concerning Christian
responsi]oilities in the absence of the King of God's Kingdom. The
Scribes of old had an awesome obligation to use their
unclerstancling of the Law of God to instruct and inform. All
Christians are Scribes who are instructed unto the kinga’om o][lzeaven,
and accorcling to Jesus, as such are the solitary source o£, and the
single human agency to bring forth Christ’s new and old treasure to
the world cluring his absence.

Our study will seek an understanding of this last of Christ’s
great group of Kingclom para]oles recorded 1)y Matthew in Chap’cer
Thirteen. Matthew includes in Matthew 13:51 what is an essential
precursor to the actual Parable of the Householder that follows in
verse 52. Without being sensible to Jesus’ preparatory question, the
clisciples’ answer, and Jesus’ unmistakable attachment of His
paral)le with that answer, much might be more difficult to

understand. Consequently, our stucly will unfold from two simple

heads .

I. Jesus’ Preparation for the Parable: Christ’s Meaningful
Disclosure through a Question to and an Answer from His
Disciples, Matthew 13:51

II. Jesus’ Parable Of The Householder: Christ’s Definitive
Explanation Of New Testament Scribes, Matthew 13:52.



I. JESUS’ PREPARATION FOR THE PARABLE:
CHRIST'S  MEANINGFUL  DISCLOSURE
THROUGH A QUESTION TO AND AN
ANSWER FROM HIS DISCIPLES

Jesus saith unto tlzem, Have ye understood all these
tlzings? TZzey say unto him, Yea, Lord.
Matthew 13:51

CHRIST’S QUESTION FOR THE DiISCIPLES’ BENEFIT
Have ye understood all these tlzings?

Jesus has finished with seven rather innovative pai‘ai)oiic
illustrations. Therefore, He asks of the (tiscipies regar(iing their
uncterstancting. His question is more for our benefit than for theirs.
With this question and their sut)sequent answer we learn just how little
New Testament Scribes need to know about esctiatoiogicai events, and
what we tend to count as other important truttis, in order to be
quaiitiect as scribes instructed unto the Linga’om o][ heaven. Jesus
ctiauenge(t them with the word use(t; He used a most protoun(t and
meaningtui word translated understood KJV. Understood " is a grapi’iic
word and refers to a comprehensive understanding. The same
Greek word is used in reference to God’s enlightenment grantect to
discipies; it denotes a speciai cognition.2 Jesus had used this word
repeatectiy at the outset of these paralates when reterring to those
whose unenlightenment hindered their compretiension of spirituai
truth.

TZzerefore speale I to them in paralyles: because tlzey seeing
see not; and lzearing t}ley hear not, neither do tlzey
understand.

! 2UVNKOTE, a compound Greek wor(i, auyv, “wittl, togettier with” + WU, “to sen(i,”
iiterauy, “to send togettier” or “to ]oring togettxer” and so refers somewhat to a
rational conclusion that is “put togettier” from theorem to conclusion. It means

metaphorioaiiy “to uncterstanct, compretlend thoroughiy.”
? As in Matthew 16:1 7z Luke 10:21-24.
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And in them is ﬁt/ﬁ//eat the proplzecy o][ Esaias, which
saitlz, By lzearing ye shall lzear, and shall not understand;

and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:

For this peop/e s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are
dull o][ lzearing, and their eyes tlzey have c/oseat; lest at any
time tlzey should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their lzeart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them. [Added emph.]

Matthew 13:13-15

The underlined words in the above quotation are this same Greek
word as understand in verse 51. By using this word in questioning
His ctiscipies, Christ means to ctispiay His ctiscipies’ spiritual
enlightenment. He has spoizen in parat)les meant to hide the truth
from those who are not given this enlightenment, and yet to
eniigtiten those to whom it is given to understand the truth.

He answered and said unto them, Because it is given
unto you to know the mysteries of the leingatom o][ lzeaven, but
to them it is not given. Matthew 13:11

In the repeate(t use of this word, understand, and given it is the
sut)ject or point of His question to His ctiscipies, Christ means for
all to understand that His (tiscipies are indeed given whatever
entigi'itenment is necessary for their uncterstancting of, obedience
to, and fulfillment ot, His tortticoming Parable of the
Householder. Jesus says in effect, “Have you pei'ceptiveiy graspect
My teactiing? Are you those chosen to be eniigtitene(i? Are My
para]oles within your comprehension? Are you indeed (anct you are
in(iee(t) Scribes instructed unto the éinga’om o][lzeaven? Have you an
entigi'itenect sense of what this age is to be like in My absence?
Indeed, you must be so eniigtitene(t in order to be Scribes who will
sut;sequentiy be simiiarly enabled to Lring forth from such treasures
of un(ierstan(iing ttiings new and old.”

He questions their full compretiension of all these tlzings. This

references the immediate prececting seven para]aies given in

Matthew 13:1-50. The first four were put)liciy given to the
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multitudes and the last three (ancl this present householcler) have been
especia]ly for and privately given to His &isciples. Al these tlzings could

not mean full unclerstancling of every detail of every paralale, which was
an impossihﬂity for the then Lody of disciples. For instance, the Pearl
of Great Price could not possil)ly be understood 1)y a group of men who
Ly and 1arge were ignorant of the purchase price of redemption L)y
Messiah.” This would suggest that their present state of enlightenment
was incomplete, but as relates to His previously given paral)les, some
basic truth fundamental to all the paral;les was essential for them at
that time. Much of detailed and explicit theology might remain
unknown, but a ruclimentary truth unclerlying all His paral)les was

essential to them and to us.

What was so important to understand, comprehend, and become
enlightened about the lzingclom of heaven that would lead Jesus to
ask such a question and follow their somewhat confused answer
with hleening His clisciples to Scribes? The principal characteristic
of Scribes would be lznowledge of and £amiliarity with God’s
revelation, the very virtue that the then disciples rnoclerately lacked.
One principal reality of the previous seven paraMes and of the
present Parable of the Householder is the bereft condition of the
outward existence of His Kingdom in His absence and His
clisciples’ occupation cluring that absence. The seven previous
parables have described the kinga’om 0][ heaven . Jesus used that
phrase, the Linga’om o][ heaven, eight times in regarcl to the eight
parables. In other words, the kinga’om 0][ heaven is clearly Christ’s
emphasis in this group of paral)les. It is the basic reality of His
Kingdom as it exists throughout this period of His absence that is

so critical for His clisciples.

Many learned scholars have discerned no difference between the
terms, lzingdom of God and 1zingdom of heaven; but we suggest a
great distinction exists between them. Not desirous to present all
these distinctions now, let us follow Jesus’ meant emphasis here
with this term, the Linga]om o][lzeaven.

® Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 0:13-32; 10:32-37.
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Matthew was a Jew who wrote his Gospel to the Jews about the
Jews’ Messiah and King. His emphasis is the Kingdom, but for any
son of Abraham only the Son of David best met the qualiﬁcation of
the Jewish Messiah. For most Jews of Jesus” day, the Son of David
was Messiah Who would reign as David did with success in
Subjecting the nations to His rule. That “best qualification” was a

principal cause of the Jews’ rejection of Jesus as Messiah. For a Jew
Messiah was King over the tangible, the real, and manifest
Kingdom of God on earth, in Jerusalem, in the reality of a physical
reign. Any other lzingdom was to them not the Kingdom of God.
There must be a King, The King, reigning as absolute Authority
over all as Providential Ruler of earth’s Weather, politics, religion,
claily activities, everything that the Sovereign God controls. But
Jesus must teach His Jewish disciples of a physically absent King,
Messiah, and Lord. The Kingclom of God is eternal and continues
ever; however the King is to be “in_absentia,” not present but
absent in heaven. Jesus must convince these ]ewish clisciples that
the Kingdom of God is now, and will continue for an indefinite
periocl, ruled from heaven. Thus the term, the Linga]om of[ heaven is
reference to the 12ing(10m ruled from heaven. The modulation of
Matthew’s Gospel and of Jesus’ teaching throughout this Gospel of
Matthew is a reign of Messiah from heaven. Jesus must rea(ly His
clisciples for their experiences and difficulties and chaﬂenges cluring
His protracted absence. He is preparing them and us for dealing as
His clisciples and followers cluring His absence from the earth while

He reigns {rom heaven.

Seven paral)les concerning the Linga’om of[ heaven give a picture
of an absent King’s reign. First in the Sower, the Word of the King
is Variously received, and only a fraction of its sowing is rewarded
with fruitful production. Secon(ﬂy in the Tares’ iﬂustration, even
the field that receives the Word will be sown with similar-in-
appearance darnel weeds, so that in absence of the King His faithful
suljjects are forced into an uncontrolled a&jacency to evil. Thircﬂy

in the Mustard Tree metaphor, there is an inordinate and nearly
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mutant outward growtti of the izingctorn because it is ruled from

heaven and not t)y a reigning monarch. Fourth in the Leaven
prectiction, the ttiorougtigoing spreact of sin will be uncontrollable
ttirougtiout a izing(iom ruled from heaven. But in the fifth parat)ie
of the Buried Treasure, Jesus has discovered a precious lode in this
sin-saturated izing(tom ruled from tieaven, and He has the
recteeming price for its ownei'stiip. Also, sixttiiy in the Pearl of
Great Price aiiegory, the peari that originate(i from an evil
ctisruption and intrusion, is purctiasect i)y the sutterings of a
Merchant who pai(t for it t)y His giving up all else. Yet, seventh in
the Drag-net comparison, at the end of the ieingctorn of heaven and
the t)eginning of the King(iom of God, the eternal and Divine
Fisherman will gattier the gooct catch into God’s tieaveniy
Kingdom—vessei, while the gattiering of all the evil will be separate(t

and cast away.

A basic need for real Scribe’s enlightenment is the condition of
the izing(iom (iuring Christ’s absence, and oniy such eniigtitene(i
Scribes can deal ettectiveiy with such a ieingctom ruled from heaven
as Christ’s parat)ies have described. That uncterstancting of the
Linga’om o][ heaven togettier with ioeing conversant with the Gospei,
with Jesus, and with re(temption quaiities them and us as Scribes,
able to deal with all Jesus’ illustrated particuiai's of the Linga]om o][
heaven. Scribes instructed unto the kingdom o][ heaven will act Wiseiy
and ctutituiiy upon both the repuisive and the attractive of Christ’s

izing(torn ruled from heaven.

THE DiscIPLES’ ANSWER IS PREPARATORY TO
CHRrIST'S ENLARGEMENT OF SCRIBES’ OBLIGATIONS
Yea, Lora’ .

To what (tegree the (iiscipies understood these seven parat)ies is
open for debate, but it must have been sufficient for that time since
Jesus never question their claim. Ttiey understood enougti to serve
as an exampie of scribal learners of Jesus. We as Christ’s ctiscipies

are not prepare(i for Jesus’ instruction about our responsibility as
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Scribes until we have comprehensively graspe& the significance of

all these tlzings revealed in these paral)les, that is, understood what is
common to all these paraljles, namely the difficulties caused Ly an
absent King. Christ means to stir us up toa diligent exercise of our
gif’cs, and to a large, ﬁee, and cheerful communication of our
lznowledge about Him and His work for others to others.
Ol)viously, those clisciples, and we toclay, do not understand {:uuy all
these tZzings. But we, as t}ley, are Divinely enlightenecl to know
enough to be Scribes and are thus reacly to receive this new Parable
of the Householder, and become accountable to do as Jesus’ Parable

of the Householder illustrates our responsil)ilities.



II. JESUS’ PARABLE OF THE HOUSEHOLDER:
CHRIST’S DEFINITIVE EXPLANATION OF
NEW TESTAMENT SCRIBES.

Matthew 13:52.

%2 Then said he unto them, Tzzerefore every scribe which is
instructed unto the leinga’om of heaven is like unto a man that
is an householder, which l)ringetlz ][OTt}l out o][ his treasure
things new and old. Matthew 13:52

The critical elements in this verse are vital to an understanding
of it and for applying it to Christians. These critical or vital factors
in this verse constitute its divisions, and we will observe the verse

accorclingly.

THE VITAL LINK
TZzerefore

With this TZzere][ore, or this “Because of ’cl'lis,"4 Jesus refers to
what He has accomplishe(l in His disciples, namely having brought
them to the unclerstancling that they at present aclenowleclgecl.
“Because of this answer—because of your Yea Lord’ to My inquiry
into your enlightenment and the subsequent unclerstancling given
you—this is what makes you My Scribes.” In other words, “This
unclerstancling , perception, your enlightenecl Lringing together what
I have just taught, has designated you qualiﬁe(l Scribes in My
heavenly Kingclorn.” He knew the answer to His question just
raised and answered Ly the disciples, but was inclined to have it
owned and expressecl Ly them, that He might have opportunity to
give the parable that follows. Hence the parable will assume each
clisciple who has professecl unclerstancling is indeed a Scribe as is
evident in the words that follow, every scribe which is instructed unto
the Linga’om o][lzeaven is like unto a man that is an householder. These

* Ala TouTo, A1, “because of, through,” TOUTO, a near demonstrative pronoun,
“this.”  Lit. “because of this,” or perhaps even better, “through this,” i.e.
“Through this understanding you have just professed to own, every Scribe
taugh’c unto the leingdom of heaven is like an householder....
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words limit this paral)le to those who have professecl faith in Christ
and have the accompanying understanding that a spiritual caﬂing

and regeneration supply.o

Moses’ Preemptory Truth Relative to New Testament Scribes

Jesus’ parable speales what Moses rehearsed before the children
of Israel,

Would God that all the Lord’s peop/e were proplzets, and
that the Lord would put his spirit upon them.
Numbers 11:29

The people in the wilderness complainecl much, were weary of the

Manna from heaven and crie&, Who shall give us ﬂeslz to eat?é And
the anger of[ the Lord was kindled great/y.7 Whereupon, Moses
complained, I am not able to bear all this peop/e a/one, because it is too
lzeavy ffor me.” God responclecl with the appointment of seventy
elders to help in judging the people.g These elders were necessarily
granted the Spirit of God to carry them along in this ministry and
prophesied at the Tabernacle in a clisplay of God’s anointing for the
juclging, but Eldad and Medad prophesiecl in the camp among the
c:ongrega’cion.10 Joshua sought to silence them, being partial to
Moses’ ministry, My Jord Moses, forlvia’ them."" But Moses declared
an eternal truth concerning the testimony of God’s truth, Would
God that all the Lord’s peop/e were proplzets, and that the Lord would
put his spirit upon them. The burden of the Law forbade such
freedom of the Spirit until the Cross and Pentecost."” Therefore,
Jesus makes clear that He does indeed do what Moses only
expressecl as a desire for what God would do. Jesus fulfilled what
Moses prophesied in Numbers 11:20. Namely, all Jesus’ disciples
are prophets and all have the Spirit of God upon them." That is
what a Christian Scribe realisticaﬂy is!

* I Corinthians 2:1 0-16; ]olm 3:3; I]olm 2:27. 0 Numbers 11:4b

* Numbers 11:10b ° Numbers 11:14 * Numbers 11:160 " Numbers 11:25-26
M Numbers 11:27-28 2 Acts 2:1-4; Romans 8:3-4.

13]olm 14:17 with I Corinthians 14:25; 3:160 with 6:19.
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THE VITAL EQUIVALENT: SCRIBES ARE THOSE WHO ARE
InsTRUCTED UNTO THE KiNGDOM OF HEAVEN
Every scribe which is instructed unto the /eingdom o][ heaven

Jesus now plainiy defines the Scribes as those who have a similar
understanding as His disciples have previously protessed to possess.
A Scribe to whom this parataie has appiication has the basic
understanding of which His disciples’ understanding consisted. We
have seen that their unclerstancling was not unqualitiecl. It consisted
mainly in realizing what the 12ingdom of heaven was because of its
absent King. Ttiougti ttiey did not see clearly nor understand quite
yet that the King would be absent, yet ttiey did understand what
Christ emptiasizect was its results. The condition of the lzingclorn of
heaven was somewhat obvious to them but not the reason for its
state. Accorctingly, Jesus defines a New Testament Scribe—what
His immediate (tisciples then were—as instructed unto the kinga’om

of[lzeaven .

Jesus’ definition of a Scribe as one who is instructea[, translates
one Greek verb."* The noun form of this Greek verb is the word
translated aliscip/e.ls The verb as used t)y Jesus in our text was used
again in His great commission to the ctiscipies, Go ye tlzere][ore and
@16 all nations.17 The root meaning is “to 1earn, to be taugtit,
acquire whatever is taugtit.” That is precisely what the clisciples had
before protessed as true of themselves when ttiey answere(t, Yea,
Lord. Jesus confirmed their protession with His response in these
words concerning Scribes as t)eing those chosen and enligtitened
unto the Linga’om o][ heaven. He appliecl His paratale to all who
similarly protess discipleship, protess to be saved, protess

uncterstancling from a hallowed enlightenment.

Uf MaBnTeuBeld, aorist passive participle, “tiaving been discipled.”

18 MC(O!]T”O’, “a learner," and so, Matthew 13:10, 30.

1o MaBntwoate 2 per. pl. aorist 1 imperative, a Ver]a, “to (tisciple, make
learners.” = Matthew 28:1 Q
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Authoritative Enlightenment in the Great Commission

In the great commission, Jesus’ Go ye therefore is similar to His

meaning in our text. The tlzere][ore in Matthew 24:10 refers back to

Christ’s authoritative re(iemption. TZzereforelg in consequence of the

just stated ' auttiority of the Eternal Christ of God as the

Redeemer, “make (iiscipies of all nations.” “Based on this auttiority

given Me because of My rectemptive work and accomplishment, be
going and make disciples of all nations.” In other words, “Because
of My rectemption and its sutjsequent effects upon sinners, go and
instruct all nations to become discipies." There is a Scribal
conception involved in Christ’s words of the commission, and teach all
nations,20 KJV. The principai essence of discipleship is to have
become a learner. One must have learned somettiing of Christ and
His re(iemption in order to become a (iiscipie at all in the first
piace. The very meaning of this Greek root is “to learn, to be
taugtit, to have acquire(i what one is taugtit.” To (iiscipie the

nations is to proctuce, style, stiape, yea Lring into ]oeing, men who

have become taugtit, have become convinced of and who
understand the Doctrine of Christ. These ctiscipiect men have
become eniigtitene(t and understand all these tlzings basic to the
Gospei and rectemption. When temporal agent and Spirit present
the Gospei in unison the sut)sequent eniigtitenment prociuces a
New Testament Scribe, a ctisciple. Basicaliy, to ctisciple a person is
to create a Scrit)e, conversant with the work and Person of Ctirist,
and ttiusly make a man to become full of a personai devotion to
Christ. It means to have been activeiy made a (iisciple ttirougti the
presentation of the truth of Christ. Eniigtitenment to the truths of
the éinga]om 0][ heaven turns sinners into converted (iiscipies. That

8 20V, “ttien, now ttien, ttiereupon, in consequence of.”

" Matthew 28:18, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
tlzere][ore, and teach [(iiscipie, instruct, and confirm as learners men of ] all nations
of the carth.

2 Mafntevoata TOVTIO TO £6vn, teaclz a// tlze etlmics. Teaclz, trom Vert)
HadnNTeEw from verb root HavBovw “to learn, to be taugtit, to have acquire(i what

one is taught.” Lit. “(iiscipie,” a verb and so “make (iisciples."
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enlightenment is the gractuation process that renders one a Scribe
in the 12ing(torn of heaven. When Jesus Sai(t, Every scribe which is

instructed unto the Linga’om o][ heaven is like unto a man that is an

householder, He references every saved individual. All men who have
been taugtlt loy the Hoty Inctweﬂing Christ—the Holy Spirit—are
created (tisciptes ; ttley have acquire(t “what one is taugtlt" about the
recteeming victory of Christ.” Then ttley can also answer Jesus’
question, Have ye understood all these tlzings? as did the (tisciptes
with entigtltenect decisiveness, Yea, Lord.

THE ViTAL PARABLE: THE EARTHLY PICTURE
Like unto a man that is an householder, which I)ringetlz fortlz
out ofln's treasure tlzings new and old.

A more literal translation would be, Every Scribe made a a[iscip/e
to the Linga’om of[tlze heavens is like to a man, a householder, who puts
f‘ortk out o][ his treasure new—trestl, novel, ditterent, unfamiliar—
and old— That which has tong existed tong hence known, familiar,
but somewhat in a bad sense, abused from age, or(tinary,
common—tlzings. The meaning of houscholder is signiticant to
un(terstanding this parat)olic illustration. The Greek word
combines two Greek words into one; it is “house” plus “ctespot,
master, lor(t."22 An householder is the master of the house or he who
possesses and oversees the entire tlouse, estate, and enterprises. He
is not a steward or hired hand or an estate manager, ttlougtl he does
manage this txouse, but he owns the txouse; it is his home.
Ol)viousty, this home is of a Wealttly estate. He has vast stores of
what is needed to teect, clottle, and shelter the entire housetxotct, and
he draws out from his treasure tlzings new and old. Old refers to last
years provisions and new to this years stock—whatever is needed as

it is neede(t. Last years provisions must mean out(tate(t or otd and

2 Matthew 10:17; Luke 10:21-22; 11 Thessalonians 2:13-14, respectively.
** Houscholder, 01k03e0TOTN from 01K0G, “house, ” + 860TOING , “despot,

absolute ruter,” = literaﬂy, “tlouse-tor(t," tlouse-master, or as spoleen toctay, “the

master of the tlouse,” the owner.
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s’cale,23 as what is stored for 1onger periocls. Then the new or fresh24

is this years recent and late Vegetal)les, fruits, juices, and grains.
Jesus pictures for a home owner and us the then realistic storehouse
of even the grandest estate. It has within its stores what is new and
old, what is fresh and what is perhaps too familiar from last year's
production. Jesus’ Scribes have opportunity to Lring out the fresh
and unfamiliar truths of the 12ingclom of heaven, as well as those

mostly old and familiar.

THE VITAL SPIRITUAL MEANING:
AUTHORITATIVE CHRISTIAN SCRIBES

A Spiritual Householder over A Temporal House. How is every
Scribe like unto a man that is an houscholder? What house is the
parable representing as laeing lorded over l)y a Christian disciple?
This houscholder refers to the authority every clisciple has in his
realm, his Sphere, as his life touches others in the wicked world.

Every clisciple is a lord because each does exercise influence over
others in what we do and say in their presence. We are all
householders among the worlcﬂings in varying clegrees and in
varying crowds. God places cach Scribe—those discipled unto the
Linga’om o][ heaven—in strategic areas wherein that Scribe’s learned
familiarity with Christ Jesus is authoritative. Bach Scribe exercises
a certain influence and command in areas of this life that no other
Scribe controls. Bach disciple commands an area in the world
where no other Christian has the opportunity and dominion over
others as relates to spiritual realities. Hach Scribe has contacts with
the lost who have no other spiritual influence so great as the one
> O/c{, TOAQLA is used exclusively as “That which has existed long has been
exposed to, and in many cases will have suffered from, the wrongs and injuries of
time; it will be old in the sense of more or less worn out; and this always

TAQI0L.” “As often as T@AQIOC [our text’s o/c]] is employecl to connote that
which is worn out, or wearing out, })y age, it will absolutely demand kalvoo [our

”

text’s new| as its opposite.” Richard Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament,
(Grand Rapicls: Eerdman, 19606), pp. 252 & 253 respectively.

24 Kaivog, fresh as emphasizing quali’ty, as opposed to another often used Greek
worcl, VEOQ, “recent,” as unclerscoring time. Trench, op. cit., p. 220.
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exercised Ly this particular Scribe &ay in and clay out. Whether
famﬂy, frien(ls, associates in the job—place, other attendees in

recreation, or cluring a hospital stay, that Christian Scribe has a
1ordship over that sphere, realm, or domain. That is the application
of Jesus’ reference to this householder to Christians, to clisciples, to
New Testament Scribes instructed unto the kinga’om o][Zzeaven.

A Spiritual Storehouse for Temporal Associates. The picture is
that of an authoritative house-head 1avishly scattering out from his

personal wealth the things that are necessary for the supply and
government of his household. Tts application to Christians is the
Lounti£uﬂy suppliecl resources of the Gospel of the Grace of Jesus
Christ being scattered abroad 1avishly to those within our sphere of
authority in life. The earthly picture of the paralale emphasizes the
goodness and care and love the houscholder has for his dependents.
Their survival clepencls solely upon his unselfishness manifested in
his giving his storchouse completely over to their welfare. Love is
the obvious character of the householcler, and love is the obvious
characteristic of Christians who give all to the scattering abroad the
Gospel for the spiritual reclemption of those entrusted to their

sphere and realm of influence.

The Christian Scribe Z)rings forth from his storehouse of
redemptive truth. The Greek word used was used l)y Jesus of the
goocl heart’s procluction of goocl and the evil heart’s procluction of

.1 26
eVllS .

A gooa’ man out o][ the good treasure o][ the heart Zaringetlz
][Oi‘tll gooa’ tlzings: and an evil man out of the evil treasure

Zvringetlz fortlz evil tlzings. Matthew 12:35.

In both cases man brings forth £rom the treasure of the heart.
6

Treasure2 in Matthew 12:35 is the same Greelz worcl as our text.

Every man has a treasure, a storchouse within his heart. The

Bwngetlz fortlz EKBOAAEL , €K "out, out of” + BaAAW “to cast, throw” = “to cast out.”
Treasure, Bnoavpou, “a recep’cacle in which precious articles are 12ept
storehouse.” Analytical Greek Lexicon (New York: Harper & Bros. , n.(‘l.), p.195.
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gooct man has gooct in his spirituat heart’s storehouse from the

imptantation of Jesus” new life at regeneration. The evil man has
evil in his natural heart’s storechouse from the imptantation of
Adam’s evil nature at conception. The evil man has a never
encting suppty of evil. Man’s wicked inner self lacks no resource
or ever finds a (teticiency of sin to Z)ring f‘ortL in a wicked life.
Simitarty, the gooct man lacks no resource or ever finds a
deticiency of Gospel gooct to Zvringettz ][ortZz. Truty, the truth that
made the Christian Scribe a Christian Scribe is His precious
treasure. Christ is his storehouse of preciousness. What is a
treasure to the evil man is the evil stored in the heart and
t)rougtlt forth 1avist11y. The heart of the evil man is a receptacle
in which are teept what to him are precious articles of evil; it is
his storchouse of evil that is a most precious treasure to him.
But the heart of the gooct man who has been ctisciplect unto the
lzing(tom of heaven is a receptacle in which the precious articles
of Christ are tzept and preserved. The Gospel truth is resident

there to be shared with all the members of his household
entrusted t)y Providence to his lzeeping.

Again, the principal value and necessity is to be instructed unto
the Linga’om o][ heaven. The treasure of the Christian Scribe is the
enlightenment receivect, which is then shared with his (tepen(tants.
Every ctiscipte has learned certain truths of the 12ingctom of heaven,
and ttley are all togettler his treasure. But the principat treasure, the
real treasure, and the personal treasure that is uniquety his treasure
is Jesus Christ Himself. We have access to the eternal treasure of

heaven—The Christ, The Gospel, and The Rectemption—anct in
that treasure are tlzings new and old.

The Ttﬁngs New and Old. The eartt]ly picture in Christ’s parat;le uses
very definite Greek words that have very definite meanings. We must
be careful to interpret and appty them correctly to Christian Scribes
that are instructed unto the éingdom o][ heaven. Jesus used Greek Wor(ts,
which require a wise interpretation and application lest we

misunderstand Him and so miss His important instruction.
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Jesus’ Greek word for old is “used exclusively of that which has

existed 1ong has been exposed to, and in many cases will have

suffered from, the wrongs and injuries of time.” ** His Greek word
for new is particularly grouped or paired with this chosen Greek
word for old ; it [iee. the Greek word used for olcl] “will al)solutely
demand kaivoo [our text’s new] as its opposi’ce.”28 These two
Greek words go together, and Jesus used that often used
relationship to emphasize what Christian Scribes are to Z)ring ][OTt}l,
and are to consider their treasure most precious. New is in direct
antithesis to o/a], but they both come forth from each Christian
Scribe’s storehouse at the same time. Since old is what through
time has suffered wrongs and injuries, new is what has seen none; it
is not injurecl, but at the time spolzen Ly our Lord, the mystery of
the lzingdom of heaven £ormerly hidden was fresh and recent.

The Things Old

TZzings new and old refer to the breadth or scope of the mysteries of
Christ’s 1zingdom. The mysteries are those truths before hidden but
now are manifest and explainecl. The Law was wrongecl and injurecl 1)y
Jewry. Not that the Law reaﬂy suffered in itself, but its righteousness
and unerring loeauty was marred 1)y the foolish clepravity of ]ewish
Scril)es, Pharisees, Saducees, and other Jewish leaders of religion. The
Law was the Jew’s storehouse ; it was a treasure of the resources of Gocl,
and it revealed Him to any soul Wi]ling to look and consider. But the
Law had become old; had been Wrongecl, abused, and marred in man’s
sigh’c by their hideous misinterpretations and lalasphemous insults
against God’s real character of love, mercy, and grace within the
parameters of justice, holiness, and truth. When Jesus prophesied of
His Christian Scribes Lringing forth out of their treasure things old,
He references the Law in its genuine integrity and purity. Enlightened
Scribes understand the old as none of the Pharisaical Scribes
understood. Christ’s disciples have the formerly abused—through—time
Law as an expression of the holiness and righteousness of God. They
Lring forth out of th_eir storehouse the true Law in Christ Jesus. He

# Trench, loc. cit. 8 Trench, loc. cit.
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honored the Law in clisplaying its Leauty when 12ept in love. His
perfections of the Law included obedience to commandments filled
with love for mercy and grace and compassion for su{;ferings. The
Christian Scribe L)rings forth out of his own storehouse what he does
own in himself and so understands fuﬂy in himself, narnely the Law’s
marvelous beauty fulfilled in him through Christ Jesus.29 That must be
ljrought forth as each Christian Scribe’s own personal testimony of the
tlzings new and old.

The Things New

The new is the fresh and recent; it is what came to pass with the
Passion of the Christ two thousand years past and what comes to pass
with every fresh insight into Christ’s love and ligh’c and life. The
Christian scribe is always leaming at the feet of Jesus (Z)ringetlz ][ortlz out
of[ his treasure) and truly 1earning more of Christ in order to make
clisciples and then to teach other clisciples what Jesus I)rings to Him of
Himself and of His 12ingclom. This new order of the Christ requires a
new order of Scribes who shall be instructed in the éinga’om o][ heaven—
in its mysteries, its laws, its future, its responsﬂ)ﬂi’cies—just as the
]ewish Scribes were instructed in the Mosaic Law. New points to the
fresh revelations from Gocl,30 what is actuaﬂy new and not before
revealed— corpora’cely back then and now personaﬂy clay by clay as we
discover those new tlzings for ourselves. These “fresh” revelations are
contrasted with old. But not outdated Law and Prophets, but that on
which the new truths or fresh revelations rested and from which they
were evolved. Now with the fresh hght of the new and the Gospel
fulfilled, we delve into the extended and cleeper meaning given to the
clecalogue/laws and to the rule of forgiveness. Indeed, free parclon in
Christ opens up the unclerstancling of the old and the fresh hght
thrown on prophecy confirms the ancient clealings of God. Now the
revelation of entirely new truths, as that of the justifying resurrection,
of the extension of the Gospel of Grace to the Gen’cﬂes, of absolute and
total £orgiveness for all sin, is Lrought forth Ly the Christian
Scribe.. .because all such truth of and in Christ is his own personal
treasure within each scribe himself.

» Romans 8:4 30Q.V. Galatians 1:11,12; 2:2
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leings new and old are the very personal treasure of each Scribe.
The new is the old, old story that you have loved so 1ong. The old is now
the personal redemption that you possess because some time ago you
found £orgiveness in Jesus’ old blood ﬂowing from His old wounds at
His old Cross. The new is the wonderful realities of an In(lweuing
Christ and His altogether 1ove1y Presence. The new is the gain of fresh
insights into His love and provision. The new is the growth in the grace
and 12now1e(1ge of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The root of the Gospel is old from eternity in God’s purposes,
but the blossom, the fruit, and the flower of Jesus is the sweetest
and newest and freshest reality and £ragrance conceived. The
capacity of a New Testament Scribe is at the heart of Jesus’
parable. TZzerefore [because you have this understanding] every scribe
which is instructed unto the kingdom o][ heaven is like an houscholder
which Zwingetlz f‘ortk our of his treasure tlzings new and old. We must
remember that Jesus requires not any absolute understanding, but
as with the disciples back then, our 12nowle(1ge is always somewhat
hmited, but we are nevertheless New Testament Scribes.

New Testament Scribes: (1) Understand the gross depravity and
permeating evil that abounds all around us and is even right among
us in this world. 2) Understand the nature of the Gospel—its facts
and its truths. (3) Understand the ways and rules of Christ’s love.
(4) Understand the gracious nature of God’s free pardon of
Lelieving sinners who mourn, hate, and forsake sin, who trust

Christ’s subtitutionary sacrifice for their parclon.
Christ assumes, predicts, and confirms that all Christian Scribes

do indeed nurture and sustain those Wl'lO are around them out of
cach disciple’s own treasure of Christ. Amen!



