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From the Honest Prayer Series

MOTIVATION FOR
HONEST PRAYER:
PART II—ITS IMPORTUNITIES

PREFACE

It was some years ago that first I discovered the
prayer truth in this precious Scripture of our Lord’s
teaching. Only after praying for years for a certain
thing, and only after repea’ced attempts at fulfiﬂing
that certain thing, did 1 {'inaﬂy settle for God’s best
from Him that did not include that certain thing. If
only I had known the realities of this blessed and so
help{'ul divine truth in this ’ceaching from Jesus, much

sorrow and pain would have been avoided.

Therefore, we send out this important and
essential stucly on motivation for honest prayer with
the assurance that its truth will correct and comfort
those of Jesus’ clisciples who need this instruction on
honest prayer. May He bless this effort to His glory!

We must from the very nature of our appreciation
and respect, take renewed notice of the help from
Mrs. Norma Calvert in finalizing this pul)lis}lecl
study. Some years ago she proofread our initial
pul)lis}ling draft. Her dedication and time spent has
gone unused until this present publishing, when
now we are using her proficient corrections and
suggestions to our exposition. We thank her and
her Savior for that 1ong ago work “just” now used.
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MOTIVATION FOR HONEST PRAYER:
PART II—PRAYER’'S IMPORTUNITIES

*And he said unto them, Which of you shall
have a frienal, and shall go unto him at mia’niglzt,
and say unto ln'm, Frieml, lend me three /oaves;

%For a frrenal of mine in his journey is come to
me, and I have nothmg to set l)efore him?

"And he ][rom within shall answer and say, Trouble
me not: the door is now shut and my children are with
me m l)eJ I cannot rise and give thee.

°1 say unto you, nouglz he will not rise and
give him, because he is his frienal, yet because of his,
importunity he will rise and give him as many as he
needeth.

%And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall ﬁnd; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.

For every one that asketh receivetlz; and he
that seeketh ﬁm[etlz; and to him that knocketh it
shall lae openea’

I][ a son shall ask bread o][ any o][ you that is
a father, will he give him a stone? or 1fhe ask a ﬁsh
will he ora ﬁsh give him a serpent?

“or 1][ he shall ask an egg, will he oﬂer him a
sc'orpggn?

I][ ye tllen, l)emg em/ know how to give gooJ
gifts unto your children; how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him? Luke 11:5-13 KJV

Jesus is in the midst of answering the question of
a disciple found in verse 1, Lord, begin to teach us to be

praying. Part [—Opportunity for Prayer constituted
the first portion of His answer; He disclosed several
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opportunities for prayer, which were meant to answer
a discipie’s quest to learn to practice prayer as a (iaﬂy
part of his life. Jesus now adds importunity to
opportunities for prayer as also a motivation for more
prayer. Jesus encourages continuous prayer, even in
areas not fuﬂy covered or provi(ie(i for in His list of
opportunities just given in verses two tiirougii four.

One’s continuous habit of pravyer is the main thrust

of Jesus” answer found in our Scripture text for this
section, Luke 11:5-13. Christ seeks to impress upon
us that continuous prayer will be rewarclecl, and
througil that promise of iin(iing what we seck in
prayer and iiaving openeci to us on what door of
prayer we iznociz, He intends for us to be induced to

more constancy in prayer.

Speciﬁcs and Speculations in Prayer

Christ answered this ciiscipieys desire to learn to
pray more, first i)y giving the speciiics of prayer in
verses 2-4. He dealt with asLing and receiving.  In
those definite and well-defined areas we are to pray
reguiariy and have from God those requests. Tiiey are
opportunities for prayer. Christ named several expiicit
prayers that shall aiwa.ys be answered ]3y God with an
affirmative. These are promises that are more or less
guaranteeci i)y Christ, that is, when we pray accorcling
to His instructions found elsewhere in the Scriptures.
When prayecl in sincerity, and when prayecl in
izeeping with the fundamentals of an ai)i(iing
relationship with Him, those specii'ic requests will be
gran’ce(i He that asketh receiveth.
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But now Jesus moves to prayer that is not aséing
according to specifics, but is seeking to f;na’ and is
Lnocking to have openea7 ; this is an altogether different
sphere of prayer. There arise in the lives of men
various circumstances of Providence, which bring
God’s children to ask for things not covered in
Christ’s list of opportunities in verses 2-4. One can
imagine all kinds of numerous requests for help from
God that are not in that list of our opportunities.
They might fall under their broad categories, but ’chey
are not reaﬂy in the list of t}lings that we are promisecl
when we pray. For example, Christ has promised to
give us a’ay lyy c]ay our c]ai/y bread when we ask. Now
we know that our employment fits broa(ﬂy under that
category. Qur jobs are the means for God to supply
us with our (laily bread. But what of a change in
employment? When confronted with an opportunity
to change jol)s, when chaﬂenged with two jo]os to
choose between, should we ask God for this one or
that one? Or perhaps I)y way of another example,
what about one’s desire to serve God as a missionary.
One wants to go to Africa, but finds it very difficult
to raise support for such a worlz, or discovers that the
Mission Board has no present need. Therefore, he
begins to pray and seek from God, “Lord, send me to

rica; open a door.”  Where is the promise
concerning this in the list of opportunities for prayer
in verses 2-47 One migh’c answer l)aclz, “Weﬂ, itisin
the area of Tizy Linga’om come, that is, of service.
Surely God will answer af-firma’cively that request.”
But has God reaﬂy promisecl speciﬁcauy to say “Yes”
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to every such request to serve Him? What if it is not
God’s will to send this would-be missionary to Africa,
but to India? Many simﬂarly ask God for much and
never receive what ’chey ask for. Why not? Does He
not promise, Ask and ye shall receive? But that
“as]zing" applies only to specific requests. There are

areas of speculation in many of our prayers because
we have no specific Word from God on them. We
surmise a thing as 1)eing good. It appears to be goocl
to us. From our vantage point it is proper for God to
grant a particular request, but it receives a definite
“No!” from Him. He never grants it. Why? Jesus
anticipates these kinds of difficulties in prayer, as well
as the possi]ole discouragemen’c to continue in prayer
that they mig}lt cause; therefore He provicles us the
answers to these kinds of difficulties about prayer in

our text, Luée 11:5-13.

First, Jesus deals with prayers that seck to ][ma’
what is not fuﬂy known as God’s will (verses 5-10).
Second, He takes up prayers that knock to have
doors opened that have no promise from God
upon them (verses 11—13).1 In both cases—either
seeking to ][mal or Lnocking to have openec]—the
Holy Spirit % s the 1zey to unclerstancling the
Lord’s answer for the aforementioned difficulties
about prayer.

A review of the analysis of these verses in Part
I—Opportunity in Prayer, Analvsis of the Text, Pp- 6 ff.
might prove helpful.

? As the Holy Spirit is the ultimate goal and supreme

answer to prayer, v. 13.
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Guarding Against Discouragement in Prayer

Since Jesus is see]zing to motivate us to be
more in prayer, He anticipates our possiMe
discouragement because of the “No” or “Wait”
that we sometime receive. A “No” and a “Wait”
are a real part of the prayer experience. Therefore,
He will teach us that every “No” is reaﬂy a “Yes,”
and that prayer will result alwaxs—whether a yes or
no is received for our speciﬁc request—in the very
best affirmative action possi]ole I)y God. Jesus is
provicling a baffle against cliscouragement Ly
showing us that prayer always is answered
a.{'['irma’tively,4 if and as we reaﬂy continue in prayer.

A continuance in prayer is the lzey. Jesus now
illustrates this kind of continuous prayer to God,
caﬂing it importunity in prayer. Whereas Christ had
just given our opportunities in prayer in verses 2-4,
now He gives to us our importunities in prayer in
verses 5-13; and Jesus shows how God will handle all
requests from His chﬂdren, even those prayers that
are not respectful of His ways and will.

’ Cp. Paul's same word of affirmative approval as relates
to all matters, prayer or otherwise in II Cor. 1:20 , For
all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen,
unto the g/ory o][ God Z?y us. Every action, or what seems
to us sometimes to be inaction, l)y God is reaHy a Yes
and an Amen for our best goocl and for others’ best goocl
and for His best good.

4See this truth expounded in our free pul)lication, Hon-
est Prayer to ’che Honest God, PP- 21-25.
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To explain and to follow Jesus’ own rationale
concerning this kind of importunate prayer, we
shall examine Luke 11:5-13 directed 1)y the

foﬂowing stimulating and unfailing truths:

First, Importunate Prayer Oftentimes Seems to be
Regquired by Circumstances, verses 5-8.

Second, Importunate Prayer is Sometimes

Revised by Continuance, verses 9-10.

Third, Importunate Prayer is Consis’cently
Rewarded with Care, verses 11-12.

Fourth, Importunate Prayer is Divinely
Rewarded with Communion, verse 13.
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I. FIRST, IMPORTUNATE PRAYER
OFTENTIMES SEEMS TO BE
REQUIRED BY CIRCUMSTANCES

*And he said unto them, Which o][ you shall
have a ﬁiena’, and shall go unto him at mia]niglzt,
and say unto lu'm, Friena], lend me three /oaves,'

%For a ﬁ'iend o][ mine in his journey is come to
me, and I have notlu'ng to set be][ore him?

“And he ﬁ'om within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give
thee.

°r say unto you, TZzougll he will not rise and
give him, because he is his frienc[, yet because of his,

importunity he will rise and give him as many as he
needeth. [Added emph.] Luke 11:5-8

What is Importunity?

Jesus introduced importunity in prayer through
a parabolic illustration of it, and in His
explanation of the para]ole in verse 8, Yet, because
oflzis importunity he will rise and give him as many
as he needeth. His subsequent teaching through the
remainder of our text to verse 13, is meant to
motivate us to continue always in prayer })y
explaining and clarifying this kind of importunate
prayer in which all Christians take part. The word,
importunity, is taken from the common word for
“modesty, reverence,” but it has the negating a_lph_a
privative prefixecl, giving it the opposite meaning

of “no modes’cy, no reverence.” Jesus’ illustration
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concerns actual “irnpuclence” in prayer. We migh’c
render this Greek word as “irreverence” in the use of
it Ly Jesus in verse 8. Our prayers are sometimes
reaﬂy “irreverent” toward God as far as His eternal
purpose and eternal love are concerned. Therefore,
the word, “importuni’cy," is a very bad word; I)y that I
mean, it connotes a bad a.ttitucle, a thoughtlessness,
which ideaﬂy should never characterize any approach
to God. But because of our circumstances an
lilnitations, Jesus sanctions even importunate prayer,
lest we not pray at aﬂ, and lest we not f;na’ or not have
openea’ the door of God’s help at all. Our sinful and
ignorant state hampers our approac}l to God in
prayer; it is not always s’cric’cly correct. We fail
consistently to understand God’s ways and will in
many matters spiri’cual and physical; and we do not
a.lways honor God’s will and purpose in our prayers.
That is importunity in prayer.

Importunate Prayers and

Motivation to More Prayer

Importunate prayer does not understand what
God’s will is in the speciﬁc area of a particular prayer
or prayers. Ttis prayer that may, even though it seems
to be goocl to us, be irreverently and thoughtlessly and
immodestly praye(l, because it disturbs God’s set
plans for others or for us. Jesus is teaching us that
even that kind of prayer is lﬂzely to be praye(l ]3y “one
and all” Christians at one time or another. We must
not become discouraged against praying for what our
circumstances seem to dictate must be prayecl, even
though we might be considered immodest and
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irreverent and impuclent when viewed from God’s
eternal scheme of things. The danger of our prayers
being out of sorts with God’s perfect will is not a
detriment to prayer, but it is an encouragement to
prayer, accorcling to the teaching of Jesus in our text.
Jesus’ teaching to us is this: If we will take care of the
praying, then God will take care of all the rest. We are
to let God move Himself to fit our praying, or move
our praying to fit His will; i we continue in prayer for
a thing, one or the other will occur. Jesus’ word on

importunate prayer guarantees it.
Contrasts in this Parabolic Illustration

This parable is one of contrast. If the friend in bed
represents God in the story (he does not, but the
overall teac}ling of the parable contrasts the ways of
God.) then one would have God sometimes
sluml)ering, 1aclzing understancling, having to be

persuade(l Ly argument, taken I)y surprise, ’caleing
from the comfort of His other children (t}lose already
asleep in the story) in order to help other of His
chilclren, and on and on and on would the ridiculous
pictures go. No! The paral)olic illustration is just
that, an eart}lly illustration which is meant to
contrast the ways of God with the actions of the
persons in the story. God never troubles unnecessarily
one of His children in order to help another. He does
not have to do that ever. He mig}lt choose to trouble
one in order to help another if the trouble for the one

would end up correcting and helping him. But since
God controls every’ching to benefit each of His

children to the maximum, He never is “forced” to do
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anything. The friend in bed did not at first care
enough for his friend who called at midnigh’c even to
help him. God is not like that. He cares always for
His children and responds just because He, unlike the
friend in bed, is always Wiﬂing and reacly to help
us—His children—because He is our true friend; and
that {Tienclship is Why He alwa.ys is reacly to answer

our honest prayers.

Concerns £OI' Otllers
Lead to Importunate Prayer
This parabolic illustration shows how God

understands our limitations in prayer. Obviously, we
do not see all that God sees, and because of our rather
limited vision of the e’cernal, God allows us a certain

latitude in our prayers, which at times may even
border on (lisrespec’c and disregard for His plan and
purpose. In this para]ale Jesus tells the story of a man
who is visited unexpec’ce(ﬂy I)y a friend very late at
night. The friend has been on a long journey, per}la.ps
traveling all (lay until midnigh’c, and needs something
to eat. Since his arrival was unexpectecl, the host has
no bread prepare(l for the late—nigh’c meal. Therefore,
he goes next door to his neig}ll)or—{'riencl at that late
hour and knocks at his door. His neigh]oor—friend is
a.lrea.cly in Lecl, has bolted the cloor, the children are
fina]ly at rest and would be disturbed if he rises;
therefore he spealzs from his bed t}lrough the closed
door, “You are too much trouble. Wait until
morning; | cannot rise and give it to you now.” But
the man continues see]zing and lenocleing at his door.
He does not have to say anything more but just stood
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outside the door and continued lznoclzing. The
neigh]oor—friend inside realized that this migh’c go on
indeﬁnitely; therefore he arose and gave to him the
three 1oaves, not because of his friendship, but

because of his importunity—irreverence, immoclesty,
impudence (verse 8). What made the request effectual
and successful? It was his thoughtlessness, his
impudence, his disregard of the time, place, and
persons involved that Lrought to him his desired
request. What does this teach us concerning our own
prayers which may be just as t}loug}ltless of God, just
as ilnpuden’c and irreverent of His wi]l, plan, and
purpose? It was the concern (love) which the
importunate seeker had for his needful friend that
made the difference in this illustration of
importunate prayer.

God allows from us the same kind of rude and
thoughtless clisregarcl for His sensitivities and for His
eternal program, and even encourages these kinds of
prayers from us. We cannot see His elect nor His
Providential Government agenda.5 We know neither
the bounds nor the schedule of His provisions for His
own people. For these reasons God encourages us to

pray for the goocl of others. That is the only gauge for

s Deuteronomy 20:20, The secret tlzings Le/ong unto the
Lord our God, thus are we limited in always lenowing His
will and plan that is happening right around us. But this
verse continues, but those tlzings which are revealed Le/ong unto
us and to our children ][or ever, that we may do all the words 0][
this /aw, which aw (W or(l) contains the parameters of our

responsil)ili‘cy in works, in a’ttitudes, and in our prayers.
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a proper estimation of the value of any prayer.
Assure(ﬂy, it would be great if we all could pray in
perfect accord with the will of God. And there is great
value in and great rewards accompanying that kind of
praying. Jesus gave us certain guidelines for that very
reason in verses 2-4, and elsewhere in Scripture, just
to assist us in praying in the will of God. But we are
down here, and we see not the infinite, but only the
finite. We see not the overall picture from the
heavens, but only see the immediate world around us.
We see the hurting, the crying, our neighbor—friencls’
needs for three loaves at mic[niglif, so to spealz. Jesus
says to go ahead and pray for those things as we see
need. We are even to be immodest and impudent and
attempt to force God t}lroug}l prayer to give what we
desire and what we have determined would be good
and needful for Him to grant.

Human need may be the only criteria that we
have for much of our prayers. We shall not be
reprovecl for praying immoclestly or even
irreverently as far as God’s great program is

concernecl, if t}le prayers we talze to heaven’s

throne are for others7 needs as we hones’clv see

J[llﬂ. We can pray for mercy for the hurting, for
grace for the undeserving, and for love gi{'ts for the
unloving. God’s will for us is to be aslzing for those
needs that arise, to be seeleing for those things
requirecl, and to be lznoclzing at His door of
provision when confronted with the needs of

others. Christ would rather have us swept up in the
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quest to help someone else without regarcl for
God’s plans or program than to hesitate “lest we
offend God with a request too Lrash, too 1)01(:1, or
too insensitive of His eternal will and program.”
We do not need to know God’s eternal plan or
eschatological timetable or governmental counsels.
All we need to know is our neighl)or—frienclsy needs,
and that we may trouble God at any and at all times
with honest prayer for honest needs.

Propriety in Prayer
But on the other hancl, God should be

approached in reverence always and with regarcl for

His will and way and Word when possible. All
prayers should be appropriate and in general
conformity with what is proper and ﬁtting for God
to grant. The parabolic illustration contrasts what
ought to be modest regarcl with what is a ﬂagrant
disregard for God’s best for His other children. We
should never approach God in prayer aslzing from
Him what we know will only Lring discomfort and
disarray to other of His children, as broug}lt upon
the man asleep and his children in the para]ole. In
that story the importunate secker humiliated the
one friend Ly placing the priorities of another of
his friends ahead of the other. We are never to do
that with God. We should never whoﬂy disregard
God’s dignity for the benefit of any man, even for
our most beloved family or friends. The picture in

Christ’s illustration is of our annoying, or having
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an inclination to spite, God in order to help man.
While we may do this in prayer, it should not
purposely be done as in the para]ale. God’s ways are
not to be lenowingly or purposely disregarded in
our prayer lives. But this para]ale teaches that when
we are in’censely caught up in helping others,
loving others, serving others, that even irreverent
and ﬂagrant disregard of God’s comfort—His
plan, purpose, and program—is a part of our
prayers, then that prayer seeks and ][incls, knocks
and is openec] .

Christ’s teac}ling Ly way of contrast would
direct our praying to be always decen’c, seemly,
decorous, and proper as far as we understand the
will and way and Word of God. We must ever
regarcl God’s ways and will as hig}ler than ours, for
indeed ’chey are. Christian’s prayers are to conform
to the acceptecl standard of what is right or ﬁtting
as is regarded from good motives. True prayer
seeks observance of the proprieties and 1zeeps
within the bounds of what is appropriate or fitting
to a son’s relation to his Father. Our prayers of
seeleing something of our Father God are to be
only of good taste, and not just from the
immediate urgencies ot any given situation. It is
foolishness to demand of God what is not
reasonal)le, no matter what the situation. It may
not be immecliately possible to discern what is up
to His perfect ethical standards when we ask of
God in prayer; therefore a T%y will be done is a.lways
in order in such cases.
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Choices in the Parabolic Illustration
Another great truth concerning choices s

presen’ced in Jesus’ para})olic illustration. The man
who did the asLing, seeéing, and Lnocking at the
door of his one friend had another friend.
Actuaﬂy, he made a choice between the two
friends. The one friend came to his home at
miclnig}lt, tired and hungry, neecling refreshment.
The other friend was in bed, locked up for the
night, also needing refreshment. He had a choice
to make: let the one friend remain hungry until
morning or until bread could be macle—possi]aly
about three hours—or disturb his other friend who
was alreacly in bed, possibly a.sleep alreacly. Which
friend should he have inconvenienced? He chose
accorcling to the cultural custom of his day. In the
East a guest in one’s home receives priority in any
question of comfort. The Bible has examples of
the Eastern extremes of this kind of priority;
therefore we should expect that this story of real
life in an Bastern culture would have the choice
made as Jesus told it. But given all that, still Jesus
means to illustrate the occasional inconsistencies
of our requests in prayer for others and with God’s
dealing with them. The friend in bed made a
choice to allow himself to be inconvenienced rather
than to leave his neigh]oor’s other friend to remain
}mngry. That is often the way of importunate prayer
to God. God has ten thousand times ten thousand
requests which all interrningle with each other. Some
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puii against the other. If He should answer one
wortily request exactiy as requeste(i, then its rippie
effect would i)ring disaster down the line to another of
His dear children who is as/eep at mialniglzt so to
spea.iz. God must make choices when these kinds of

importunate prayer come before Him.
Anotiier Paral)le

Several years ago a major corporation

advertised a very gooci jo]a opening which requireci
speciai skills and education. The ads appeare(i
nationwide seeizing the best and most quaiiiieci
man for the position. There were five men in the
United States who did meet very well the
qualifications require(i for the joi). Two of the five
were Christians, both neecling empioyment, and
both praying reguiariy and ierventiy for joi)s. Tiiey
both saw the same ad in different cities, and both
appiie(i for the same jo]o. Notice God’s position.
He hears the aséing, seeLing, and Lnocking at His
door at mi(inigiit, so to speaie. “Lor(i, give me this
joi), because my iamiiy needs this. Amen and
Amen!” And He hears this from both of His
beloved  children. O]aviousiy, He cannot
imme(iia’ceiy say “Yes” to both. God will make a
choice. He will give the joi) to oniy one, or periiaps
to neitiier, but He cannot answer these two prayers
exa.ctiy as these two Christians have asked, souglzt,
and knocked. This is Wily Jesus gave the para]oie and

its sui)sequent teaciiing in verses 0-13 of our text.
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These verses show to us God’s way of hancﬂing
such a circumstance as just described. The
illustration of the two jobs, and incleecl, the two
friends in the para]ole, are over—simpliﬁcations to
be sure. God’s prayer requests intermingle ten
thousand times ten thousand more conjointly than
either the para]aolic illustration or our illustration
of the two jo]os. The ripple effect and the causal
compouncls of every action among men are
multiplied millions more difficult than the simple
choice between two simple requests. But to be
sure, all the functional worlzings of prayer and
their final issue fit into God’s cla.ily Providence and
eternal plan. That is why Christ teaches us to

continue aséing, seeLing, and Lnocéing in prayer.
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II. IMPORTUNATE PRAYER
IS SOMETIMES
REVISED BY CONTINUANCE

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be

given you; seele, and ye shall ﬁnc[, ]enoc]e, and it shall

be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he

that secketh ﬁndeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened. Luke 11:9-10

The And which Legins verse Q is signaﬂy
important. It connects these two central verses on
prayer to the immediately preceding illustration.
This aséing, seeLing, and Lnocéing in prayer has
just been illustrated for us in the importunate

a.slzer, seelzer, and knocker in Christ’s paraMe.

Real Importunity

First of aﬂ, it must be noted that the asL, the
seek , and the knock , of verse Q, and the asketli, the
seeéetk, and the knocketh of verse 10 are all in the
continuous present tense in the original
manuscripts. The main thoug}lt overall is the
continuous asking , the continuous seeking , and the
continuous LnocLing without 1etting up and
without restraint. Jesus is emphasizing prayer that
is perpetual and never—encling. It is a never
slaclzing , and even an importunate, asking, seeking,
Lnocking which insists its own way before God, at
least in its })eginnings. That was the picture
presentecl in the parable also.
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The Progressive Element
of Ceaseless Honest Prayer

Fur’chermore, there is a progressive element in
the three varieties of prayer here given Ly Jesus. It
goes from asking which is the statement of our
requests, to seeéing which is our wrestling with
God and our constant efforts to get close to God
in our asLing, to Lnocking which may be our
importunate disregard for God’s comfort or
rationale—i.e. God’s eternal counsel, WIH, plan,

and program—in our asking and seeking.

The promises of verse 10 are progressive. First,
one asks and simply receives. Second, one seeks
and ][mals Third, one knocks and has it openea’
unto him. First, the reception for asLing is a
passive act of having it handed to you. Second, the
ﬁna’ing is the pleasure of cliscovery and excited
surprise in His personal and present response.
Third, the opening of the door is the freedom and
unrestrained access to the favors and treasures of
God’s storehouse. Again, note the progression:
fir_s’c, it is only things that we ask for and receive.
But seconclly, constancy in prayer moves the
petitioner up higher, because it is God Himself that
we seek and discover in prayer. Until Llnﬂy, at the
highest point of prayer, it is God’s richest treasures in
Himself and of Himself that are behind that prayer
door, but are unreserve(ﬂy opened up to us as we knock

in prayer. Those are the successive promises
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associated with constancy in prayer which motivate

Christians to more and more prayer.

The Progressive Maturation of Prayer

This importunate prayer is the constant casting
ourselves before His throne without regarcl for His
other considerations no matter how important or
profound they mig}lt be. Yet these verses assure our
having His door of Messings opened in the end. First,
Christ is encouraging us to be asLing for what He
promises is ours; this we will receive. Second, we are
to move up from asLing for what is 1iteraﬂy promisecl
to seeking out God persona]ly and drawing close to
Him in obedience—per}laps fasting—with His
personal holiness in mind and care for His close
Presence; this (Him) we will f;nai . Tlurd, we can move
up to Lnocking at His prayer door with requests that
may have mostly human need in view, but will have
become infected with the promises of His Word
(asLing), and influenced with the contagion of His
presence sough’c (seeking) , finaﬂy to be found at His
door, awaiting His response (Lnocleing). This ideal in
prayer may I)egin without regard to what migh’c be
inconsistent with God’s eternal consiclerations, but
through this continuing progression, entrance is
made into God’s innermost loving will. God would
have us pray to Him for what we consider human
needs that can only have a supernatural fulﬁﬂment,
and let Him take care of the rest. Constancy in
prayer—asking and receiving, seeLing ancjﬁnaiing, and



Mativation for Honest Prayen page 22 |
Lnocking and having it openec] unto you—c}langes the

petitioner and thus his praying. The asking from His
Worcl, and the seeLing in His Presence, will in the end
find us knocking at His opening divine door of
heavenly and spiritual clelights, namely, His perfect

will (it shall be openec{ unto you). God never opens any
door outside His marvelously beautiful will.

We are to be continuously aséing God, seeéing
God, and knocking at God’s door of stored reserves of
Himself. It is He that we ask for, seek after, and
knock at to open. This is a blessed motivation to pray

above all other motivations for prayer, namely, the

reward that is the Presence of God Himself.
The Value of Continuous Importunity

Jesus’ language draws attention again and again to
the continuous nature of true prayer. In the parabolic
iﬂustra’cion, the friend continued to ask, see/e, and
knock at the friend’s door. In the verses foﬂowing it
was an asking, seeking, knocking continuously in a
constant present tense. He who continues asLing,
continues seeking, continues Lnocking will be
continuously receiving, continuously ﬁna’ing, and
continuously having it openea’ unto him. Christ
means to make clear that the real value of
importunity is the continuousness of it. To be
purposely immodest or irreverent toward God in
prayer will never reaﬂy profi’t. All prayer must be in
God's will to be answered afﬁmmtively. If our prayers
are in total disregard of God’s purposes they will not
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be answered precisely as we have prayecl them. This we
touched on under the previous point. But more is
involved. Here is a person who Legins praying for a
certain thing that is en’cirely out of the realm of
possil)ﬂity for God to grant and yet remain righteous.
But to the one praying it seems good. Jesus promised
even for that person if he ]zeeps on asLing God, 1zeeps
on seeking God, and lzeeps on Lnocking at—
contacting and touching—G_ocl with his request, he
will receive God, even’cuaﬂy ﬁna’ God, and have God
openea’ up to him continuously as well. That will have
changed his praying.

This is an aspect of real prayer that is most
important. What Christ says is that the reception
of God, the finding of God, the opening up of God
to one in prayer will gain the prayer. Over a
protracted period, through continuously receiving,
finding, touc}ling God Himself through prayer,
the prayer will have been slowly changed by that
same continuous reception, fin(ling, and contact
with God. God will change the prayer from what
was first prayecl into what God will fina.ﬂy grant.
This is the promise made for continued
importunity. The constant contact with God in
prayer will change the prayer to fit God and will
not in the end be at all what the seeker first
thought was good. Thus, the guarantee of
a.girmatively answered prayer is possiMe because
continuous contact with God assures a God-

oriented prayer, which will be in accord with what
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is eternaﬂy goocl. What was first prayecl for was
perhaps a stone, a serpent, or a scorpion; but what
was Enaﬂy grantecl was bread, f;’slz, or eggs. We will
have change(l our prayers because of the influence of
a continuously receivecl, founcl, and touched God
through prayer. That is, all who asketh receivetli; and
he that secketh ][inc]etlz; and to him that knocketh it shall

be openea’, only because we have continuously praye(l
in the Presence of a God Who changes all who
regularly and continuously attend His Presence.

In my own life there have been prayers that I
have prayecl for years. | have asked God, sought
God, and touched God with these requests. Yet
some of my requests have changed over the years
from what ’chey were originaﬂy. Slowly, God
grantecl my prayers 1)y changing my prayers and me
into what He desired in the first place. What He
desired was good. What 1 Legan aslzing years ago
was evil, though at first it appeared to me to have
been goocl for His glory and for me. But through
continued contact with God on these very issues,
God changed my t}linlzing into His thinlzing.
Finaﬂy, in the end I received what I was aslzing for;
I found what I was seelzing; I had openecl to me
that door at which I was lenoclzing. Through
continued prayer, | received the finest giﬁ, I made
the greatest find, I had opened to me the most
cherished door—God Himself and His perfect and
1oving will. Amen.
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III. IMPORTUNATE PRAYER IS
REWARDED WITH CARE

I][a son shall ask bread o][any ofyou that is

a father, will he give him a stone? or i/he ask a ﬁsh,
will he ][or a ﬁsh give him a serpent?

Or 1][ he shall ask an egg, will he oﬁ[er him a
scorpion? Luke 11:11-12

Again these verses begin with the small but
important conjunction, and. Though not in the
King James Version, it is in the Greek, and
appears in the American Standard Version, And.
This And connects these verses with the preceding
importunate prayer which is promisecl affirmative
reward in verses 0-10. Christ has promised in
verses Q-10 that every one who continuously is
asking God, seeking God, and impacting God
(énoc]eing), will continuously receive, fmai, and have
openea’ to him what is prayed. Through the
constancy of the importunate prayers God will
adjus’c and correct our prayers as we draw closer
and closer to Him t}lroug}l prayer. Over the course
of time, while praying impor’cunately, God will
amend those prayers that were in error with His
ways into what will be His exquisite delight to
grant. But now with these two verses Christ
explains and conditions this whole concept of
answered importunate and immodest prayer with

certain limitations.
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These two verses show to us Why God must

change our prayer in the very process of our praying

as related in verses 9-10. Jesus uses three illustrations
that have to do with a child’s requests to his father.
Christ is saying that our requests are somewhat
similar to these three illustrations when we pray to
our heavenly Father. Also he used three different
items of food, which resemble certain dangerous
creatures and o]ajects that would prove hazardous to
any child. There is bread asked for and a stone. There
is f;slz sougl'lt and a serpent. There is an egg desired
and a scorpion. The stone resembles a loaf of bread as
it was baked in those cla.ys. The f;slz referenced is
similar in appearance to the type of serpent suggested.
And an egg is close in appearance to the certain kind
of scorpion when its tail is curled up under its off-
white shell. Jesus is saying that God grants nothing
that would harm His children, continued
importunate prayer notwit}lstancling. He uses these
resem]oling things to stress the difficulty His children
sometimes have in cletermining what to ask for in
prayer. God promises that we shall receive, ﬁna’ . and
have openea7 to us what we pray for, but only in accord
with what is best for us, namely, only what the filial
love of our heavenly Father wills.

We children of God are as our own little children.
Many small children migh’t ask for a rock, thinlzing it
to be bread because of its similari’cy in appearance. Or
the child mig}lt seek to have a serpent, tl'linlzing it a
ﬁslz , or migh’c reach out to get an egg only to be bitten
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1)y a resem})ling deacﬂy scorpion. In all three cases, a

stone eaten, a serpent possessed, or a scorpion held,
great cla.nger would come to a child under those
circumstances. Earthly parents watch out for their
children. They do not give them hurtful things even
when they ask, seck , and app/y for them. Our
children, throug}l their weakness of unclerstancling,
may ask for what is reaﬂy evil for them. We will not
gratify their ignorance ]3y giving them what they ask
for if it would harm them. Lﬂeewise, neither will our
heavenly Father give to us what is not suitable for us.
He knows what we ’cruly need and what is truly good
for us. When we ask for what is bread, ﬁsZz, or an egg,
we can be sure to receive those sorts of good gi{'ts of
kindness from our heavenly Father. H, however, we in
prayer ask any particular thing of God that may seem
to be good and we receive it not, we may be assured
that it was evil for us. What is good and profital)le to
us or to someone else under different circumstances
migh’c be evil for us in our present condition and
place in life. We may conclude that such requests that
do not result in our receiving them were only what we
thoug}lt were goocl. We had asked for a stone, or a
serpent, or a scorpion, while we thought we were asleing
for l)reaa’, f;’slz, and eggs. The truth is that God
answered our general desires for some good I)y
clenying our speci{-ic request. We asked God and
received from God. We souglzf from God and founa’
God. We touched and contacted God and He was

openea’ up unto us.
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Qur heavenly Father, though He hears us

crying for certain things that He knows would be
harmful and in the end difficult for us to han(ﬂe,
will not give us those things. Even though our
mouths ask Him, and even though our souls seek
Him, and even t}loug}l we gain constant contact
with Him, He may deny the request. But He will
grant the general clesign of our prayer, which
design is to have what is good for us and good for
Him. But let it be clearly understood that the
promise is plainly given. When we ask for what is
goocl and wholesome for us, and proﬁtable for our
welfare, and advantageous for our service to Him
and for His own glory, we may be sure that God
will be sure to give us our prayer’s request. As an
eart}lly parent will not cleny anything to his
children within his power to give if it would benefit
them, so God will never cleny what is good for His
own children. He hears prayer and grants

affirmative answer to His own.

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the
LORD will give grace and g/ory: no good t}u'ng will he
withhold from them that walk upriglltly.

Psalms 84:11
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IV. IMPORTUNATE PRAYER IS
REWARDED WITH COMMUNION

I][ye then, laeing evil, know how to give gooJ
gifts unto your children; how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him? Luke 11:13

Jesus finalizes His motivating teaching on
prayer })y promising the ultimate reward of
prayer, namely, His Indwelling Presence in the
Person of the Holy Spirit. He it is Who works
the change in our importunate prayers and in us
while we are asking, seeking, and Lnocking to
obtain even evil stones, serpents, and scorpions.
The Holy Spirit’s communion influences our
prayers for goocl when a continuous prayer life is
lived out. He will make our prayers into the
image of Jesus’ prayers, that always sought of
the Father what pleased the Father. Though we
are not in perfect accord with God as was Jesus,
still through the Holy Spirit our prayers can be
truly in the Spirit.

Praying a/ways with all prayer and supplication

in the Spirit, and watclling thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints.

Ephesians 0:18

Likewise the Spirit also helpetlz our inﬁ'rmities:
][or we know not what we should pray for as we ought:
but the Spirit lu'mse/][ maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.
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And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what
is the mind o][ the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will o][

God. Romans 8:20-27
Prayer in the Spirit is a reality for all regular and

continuous supplicants at heaven’s door. He Who
inhabits the place will make His life within them a
reality throug}l prayer. Their prayers will be changecl
to match His mind as He permeates their souls.
Then He Who knows the mind of the Spirit will hear
and answer aﬁirma’cively because He maketh
intercession accorcling to the will of Gocl.é

This communion with the Holy Spirit is the
ultimate affirmative answer to all true spiri’cual prayer.
No greater answer could be grantecl. When  this
disciple asked Jesus for motivation for prayer in verse
one, this promise of the Holy Spirit Who is given to
all askers, seekers, and knockers is the grandes’c
motivation possible. s it not the end of all prayer, is
it not the desired result of all prayer, is it not the very
best that we could get from God? No matter what the
circumstance or di{'ﬁcul’cy, is not what we ask and
seek from God the very best He has to give to us? Of
course it is! God's very best answer to prayer is the
Presence of the Holy Spirit. God Himself within the
soul of the supplicant is the most resounding “Yes”
ever returned to the seekers of God’s Messings. He is
the revered reward of all the asking , all the seeking ,

and all the Lnocking.
® Romans 8:20-27
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Jesus contrasts God with us as we give to our
children good gii:ts. ]fye flien, Zyeing evi/, know how
to give gooa’ gifts unto your children: how much more
shall your Zzeaven/y Father give the Ho/y Spirit to
them that are continuous/u asLinq him. Note the
underlined present tense from the Greek. The
iiigi'iest attitude in prayer is that which asks and
seeks and obtains the Hoiy Spirit as an ai)i(iing

Presence within one’s life. “That is where we iﬁ)egin,

and when we receive the Hoiy Spirit at first are
born again; but the prayer life is the life that is
aiways seeizing and aiways receiving; the ﬁﬂing, the
ini‘iﬂing, the overﬂowing of the Spirit."7 That comes
as we continue in prayer cons’can’ciy. He then fills
one’s life with His power and cliscernment, with His
i)eauty and comfort, and with His wisdom and
un(iersta.ncling. Tiirougii that process His Presence
affects the same prayers ’cilrougii which His Presence
was so izeeniy known. Selah!

It is because spirituai tiiings satisfy most that
Jesus Christ ended His teaciling on motivation to
real prayer as He had Legun, namely, on a note of
spirituai communion. He i)egan with approacil to
God as our Father, thus estai)iisiiing the relation
between His children and their iieaveniy Father as
a mutuaiiy profitai)ie interchange of tiiougiits and

emotions in prayer. Jesus first named earthiy needs

(verses 2-4), but reaches the iiigiiest level of

el Campi)eii Morgan, op. cit., p. 144.
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motivation in this last verse ]3y promising
communion with the Indweﬂing Christ, the Holy
Spirit of God, through prayer. The more of heaven
there is in the soul, the less will earthly things
content. “The joys of God’s Spirit are hear’t—ﬁﬂing
and heart cheerinsg."8 This is the ultimate life of
prayer, to escape this earthly scene with all its trials

and ’crﬂ)ulations, its demands of the temporal and
t}lings, its temper of greecl and material worth—all
those ’chings can be left behind. All those ’chings
can pale into insigniﬁcance. All those things—
even those things which hurt and })light and scathe
and injure us—become much less important, and
not so much Worthy of notice, when His joyous

Presence becomes reality through honest prayer.

Amen!

¢ James Comper Gray, Gray and Adams’ Bible
Commentag[, Vol. IV (Grancl Rapids:ZonderVan, n.d.),

p- unknown



