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From the Honest Prayer Series

MOTIVATION FOR
HONEST PRAYER:
PART I—ITS OPPORTUNITIES

PREFACE
Aslzing, seeleing, and lenocleing in prayer! My,

what encouraging worcls from our Lord ]esus are
these. Every one that asks will receive; and every
one that secks will find; and to every one that
knocks it shall be opened. Every Christian has
gained much motivation to pray because of this
most delightful promise. Motivation is defined as
“to provicle inner drive and to give impulse to do
something or act in a certain way.” Jesus in these
words, and in those that immeclia.tely prececlecl and
followed them, means to give stimulus to His
disciples to pray regularly and continuously to His
Fa’cher, because He is now our heavenly Father.

Our purpose in writing and pul)lis}ling this
exposition is to place before His disciples this
teaching of Christ that will serve to do what these
words were indeed meant to do. God has His
program to carry out to completion, and
for’cuna’cely He has included us Christians in the
egecting of this agencla. Prayer is a very major part
in His campaign on carth. Tts value to God’s glory
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will be more evident as we consider together this
teaching as recorded l)y Luke. May God bless
Jesus’ teaching to us all, so that Christ’s reason for
teaching this and God’s reason for including it in
His Word will be fulfilled in each of us. This
completion will become a reali’cy in us when we
a.slz, seelz, and knock continuously in prayer. God

grant to each of us the motivation to do just that.
Amen!

We must from the very mnature of our
appreciation and respect, take notice of the help
from Mrs. Norma Calvert in finalizing this
pul)lishecl stucly. Some years ago she proofreacl our
initial publishing draft. Her dedication and time
spent have gone unused until this present
puhlishing, when now we are using her proficien’c
corrections and suggestions to our exposition. We
thank her and her Savior for that 1ong ago work

W ”
just” now used.




DEDICATION

To the glorious Triunity* of
Almigiity God—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—Whose love surpasses
anytiling of rational or human
comprehension, is this brief study on
honest prayer dedicated.

To realize that this glorious Person
in the Triunity* of His Divine Self
hears us insignificant specks in His
now-t:iigiitect universe marks His
unsurpassed love for His rational but
uniioiy creatures.

To realize that this Triunity* of
Persons sacrificed the Son to such
sufferings and humiliations in order to
hear, heal, and harbor any of this
fallen race is the grandest reality of

eternity, even into intinity.

To that God Who hears our prayers

as an outstanding reality of His love,

we ali must dedicate ourselves to

worsilip and to serve.

* Emphasizing the Unity of the Trinity
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SCRIPTURE TEXT

And it came to pass, as he was praying in a
certain p/ace, that when he ceased, one ofllis discip/es
said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as folm
also tauglzt his allswp/es

> And he said unto them, When ye pray, say,
Fatlzer Hallowed be tlay name. TZzy kingc{om come.

* Give us alay Ly alay our c!al/y bread.

! And ]{Jrgive us our sins; ]{JT we also forgwe every one
that i s indebted to us. And erg us not into temptation.

“And he said unto them, Which o][you shall have
a ][rienc], and shall go unto him at mia]night, and say
unto ln'm, Frienal, lend me three /oaves;

For a frienal of mine in his journey is come to
me, and I have not]amg to set Lefore him?

"And he ][rom within shall answer and say,
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children
are wnflz me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

I say unto you, leouglz he will not rise and give him,
because he is his f.rlenal yet because of his, importunity he
will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

"And 1 say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall ][mc!, knock, and it shall be
opened unto you.

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
secketh f;'naletla; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opene}aj

[fa son shall ask bread ofany of you that is a
][atlzer will he give him a stone? or 1][/79 ask a fislz, will
he for g ][1le give him a serpent?

20r 1][ he shall ask an eqg, will he oﬁ[er him a
scorpl?sn?

[f ye then, Lemg evil, know how to give gooa’
gifts unto your children; how much more shall your
lzeaven/y Father give the Ho/y Spirit to them that ask
him? Luke 11:1-13 KV
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From the Honest Prayer Series

MOTIVATION FOR

HONEST PRAYER
PART 1—PRAYER'S OPPORTUNITIES

Men seem to have built into them some
instinctive desire for prayer. They seem to sense that
prayer is the source of power with God, that it
actua]ly l)rings manifestations of God into the lives of
us humans. Consequently, even thougl'l the image of
God in us sons of Adam is marred somewhat, most
of mankind does have this inner craving to WOIS}liP
and to communicate with God, though for mostly
base and selfish reasons. Yet the aspiration is there
for divine connection to one degree or for one
corrupt reason or another. If this be true, then we all
have opportunity to choose a Le’cter, or hones’c,
outcome for prayer in our lives; but we seem
sometimes to lack the proper motivation for the real
prayers, the honest prayers. Therefore, God
sometimes sends difficulties into our experience in
order to Lring us to our knees. However, Jesus,
through the teachings of our text verses, desires us
Voluntarily to learn the value of prayer. May we
comprehend from Jesus something of honest prayer
that will stir us up to make steacly honest prayers a
part of our (laily activity.

The Occasion for Jesus’ Teacl‘jing on Prayer
The prececling incident in Luke 10:38-42 has

significant bearing on our unders’canding Jesus’

teaching here. Clzapter 10 closed with Luke’s
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account of how Mary WOIS}liPPG(l Jesus while Martha
prepared a meal. Mary sat at Jesus’ ][eef, and heard his
word (0. 39). When questionecl Ly Martha Why Mary
communed with Him instead of helping with the
mea.l, Jesus said t}la.t, Mary hath chosen that gooc] part,
which shall not be taken ][rom her (v. 42). Tt was a case
of Mary seelzing communion with Jesus while Martha
was cumbered about much serving (v. 40). Fittingly,
beginning Clzapter 11, Luke recorded the incident of
our text, that of Jesus’ praying—partalzing of His
spiritual portion at the feet of His heavenly Father—
toge’cher with the (lisciples’ inquiry concerning prayer
and their similar desire for real communion with
God. Luke place(l this incident ’couching prayer just
here because of the sirnilarity between Mary and
Jesus’ seeleing spiritual communion with God. In a
sense Mary was praying to Jesus. Mary was seelzing a
closer rela’cionship with and a greater spiri’cual portion
from God t}lroug}l Christ, so also Jesus was seelzing a
closer rela’cionship with and a greater spiri’cual portion

from His heavenly Father t}lroug}l prayer.

We may learn from this: First, as Christ sought
strength and spiritual awareness from the Father
through prayer, just as did Mary, even so, we are to
seek the Holy Spirit in our lives through the act and
practice of honest prayer at Jesus’ feet. Second, if
Christ needed strengt}l through prayer so as to be
seeleing that good portion at His Father’s feet, how
much more do we need the goocl portion available to
us for our aslzing and see]zing at His feet. M, as
Mary sougl'lt spiritualities at the p}lysical feet of Jesus
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before the Holy Spirit came to indwell the church, so
are we today to ask for and to seek the Holy Spirit’s
presence and power t}lroug}l prayer to God now that
Jesus has left and given His Holy Spirit. These
truths ought to motivate us to honest prayers; and
indeed, through His response to the disciples7 inquiry
about prayer, Christ means to do that very thing.

The Request
Lora’, teach us to pray, as ]olm also taugllt his

disciples. Luke 11:1b

The clisciples saw in Jesus the perfect example of
honest prayer, and desired to be enabled to pray as He
prayecl. The Greek has a present infinitive in their
request, malzing it Lord, Zyegin to teach us to be
praying. This is an infinitive of result, that is, of
“conceived result.”’  This question asked and
answered resulted in more honest and real prayer in
the lives of the questioners. Therefore, we would
render this request in the foﬂowing rather ampli{iecl
way, Lord, Zyegin to teach us to be praying, which
teaching will result in our habitual prayer as we see in
You. This request was not seeleing the “how, " or even
the “way” of prayer, but in effect was,

LorJ, lvegin to teach us, inspire us, incite us,
prompt us, stimulate and arouse us, to be praying.
Provoke us, animate us, and motivate us so that we
shall be praying as you pray. Lord, p/ease he/p our
weakness, and give us reasons to pray, even as ]olm
taugl'zt and in that way gave reasons for his a’iscip/es
to be praying.

! Dana-Mantey, Greek Grammar p- 215.
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As ]olln Also Taugllt His Disciples

Notice that this request referred to John the
Baptist, as ]olm also tauglif his a’iscip/es. N early every
firsthand clisciple of Jesus had previously been a
disciple of, or most certainly was familiar with, ]ohn

and his teac}ling ministry concerning prayer, And
tlzey said unto him, Wliy do the a’iscip/es 0][ ]olm ][asf
oﬁen, and make prayers. (Luke 5:33). Obviously, it
was comimon lznowledge that ]ohn emphasized fasting
and prayer. But John stressed the @1 of prayer, and it
was that kind of teaching which was being sough’c
from Jesus. It was, Teach us the need ][or prayer as ]ohn
also faugkt his c[iscip/es; and Zay that teaclzing we will be

inspireai to prayer more like we see in You.

]ohn had Verl)aﬂy taught his disciples to be
praying, but his influence upon his clisciples was also
largely due to his example—his life—s‘cyle and his
demeanor. His very appearance Lrough’c men to
consider that ]ohn reaﬂy believed his own message,
Prepare ye the way o][ the Lorc], make his patlzs straiglzt,
Repent ][or the kinga’om o][ heaven is at hand,

And ]olm was clothed with camel’s lmir, and with a
gim’/e of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts
and wild honey. Mark 1:6 K]V

His appearance said to all who saw and heard him: I
believe the /eingc[om is near; I do not live ][or this world,
but ][or the King's coming anaifor His Lingaiom 's coming
g/ories. Also since ]ohn’s basic message was Repent,
][or the Lingaiom 0][ heaven is at hand, there was a
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motivation and inspiration for prayer in that message
for l)elieving Jews. To hear from a man who looked
like he lived only for another 1zingclom, for another
phﬂosophy, Prepare ye the way o][ the Lord, make his
paths straiglzt Lrought men to their knees. They were
moved to seek God in order to be rea(ly for the
coming King and His 1zingdom. John taught his
disciples to be praying Ly his life—s’cyle and demeanor,
as well as Ly his message. These all worked toget}ler
to Lring his disciples to seek God in prayer, because
his whole life testified to the Valiclity of his message.

Thus it was ]ol’m’s ministry as a whole, and then
his person in particular, l)y which he motivated his
disciples to honest prayer. John had encouragecl his
disciples to pray for the 12ingdom and for its coming
King. All spirituaﬂy minded Hebrews would have
been receptive to ]ohn’s encouragement to pray in
1ig}1t of their Messiah’s soon coming. ]ohn had
taugh’c ina particular way that drove multitudes to
their knees, especiaﬂy those Jews who were later to
become His personal disciples. It was that kind of
fervent prayer that the clisciples of Jesus were now
seeleing from the ministry of Jesus as well. They had
just witnessed Jesus praying, and desired not just to be
taugh’c how to pray, but taugh’c to do it. “They did
not want a philosophy of prayer, or the
interpretation of a method. They wanted somehow

to be able to pray like he prayecl.y7 ?

? Ca.rnpl)e]l Morgan, Studies in the Four Gospels (Fincas’tle,
Virginia:Scrip’ture Truth Book Co., n.cl.), p-142.
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Furthermore, the cliscipies of Jesus were
desirous to elevate or advance to the higiler level of
prayer that tiiey now saw in Jesus’ life. JO}H’I’S
ministry had taugil’c his (iiscipies i)y exampie—]oy
his message to the multitude and i)y his manner of
iiving—as thougii he did indeed believe the King
was at the doors. Now ti'ley desire the King
Himseii, concerning Whom tiiey had experience(i
a certain level of spirituai prayer under ]oiin’s
ministry, to i)egin to teach them personaiiy to be
praying on a i'iigi'ier level—on His level—the
ultimate in honest prayer. As ]oiin taught prayer
at the level of his own capacity, so now tiiey
sougilt from Jesus prayer in accord with Jesus’
iiigi'ier spirituality. The request says in effect,
Begin teacliing us to be praying as you pray. Liﬂ our
prayer /7][2 to TZzy Jevel o][ prayer. Teach us the
opportunity o][ the ultimate prayer as you pray.
Motivate us to pray honest prayer as You pray.

A Comparison

Some have confused this teaciiing of Jesus with
His tea.ciiing on prayer in His Kingciom Manifesto
as recorded in Matthew 0:0-15. However, while
i)eing similar, tiiey are two entireiy different
occasions with similar teacilings. Our text in
Luke is a response to a question i)y a (iiscipie, while
Matthew’s recorded prayer is in the middle of
Christ’s uninterrupteci discourse on His izingdom’s
ways. The prayer in Matthew seems to be a model
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of the magnum opus—t}le greatest possi]ale—ancl

so the mannetr, of honest prayer. It was the

manner of the Pharisees’ prayers, as full of
superficial and vain repetition, which He used as
diametric or opposite to His model of honest
prayer (Mt. 0:0-8). Matthew emphasize(l honest
prayer as frank confession of human weakness and
of divine s’crength in private communion. Luke
recorded His nearly identical words of prayer, not
concerning manner, but concerning motivation
for prayer. The emphasis in the prayer of Matthew
is the procedure of prayer, while our text
emp}lasizes the form or content of Gocl—pleasing or
honest prayer, thus giving to Christians reasons to
pray. The one shows us how to pray, while our text
shows us why we should pray.

Analvsis of the Text

The text for dealing with Opportunity in
Prayer, Luke 11:14, is closely connected to the

immedia’cely foﬂowing teaching on prayer in Luke
11:5-13, covered in our second heacling, T_he

Importunity of Honest Prayer. The entire section,

Luke 11:1-13, is one lesson on honest prayer with
those two fundamental reasons for prayer,
opportunity and importunity; therefore we place

here an analysis of the entire passage.

The central thought or main theme of the
entire passage of Jesus’ teac}ling on prayer, Luke

11:1-13, is verses Q and 10,
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And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be
given you; seele, and ye shall ﬁnc[, ]enoc]e, and it shall

e opened unto you.
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he

that secketh ﬁndeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened. Luke 11:9-10

This promise concerning asking, seeking, and
Lnocking is the paragon of arousal to prayer. None
other ’ceaching in the Bible so prompts men to pray as
do these words from Jesus. They have a quali’cy which
suggests to every man, Pray, pray, pray, because God
said to be asLing, be seeLing, and be Lnocking; and he
that asks receives, he that seeks ﬁnc{s, and he that
knocks will have it openea7 unto him. These words are
inspira’cional for all men. Remem]oering that these
words are central to real motivation to prayer, and in
lzeeping with  these words—asking, seeking,
Lnocking—we would analyze our text t}msly:

First, Jesus teaches what we are to be asking in
verses 2-4. We receive always when we ask for
those things that He has Qromisecl. This list in
verses two through four is a motivation for prayer,
because these requests are always answered in the
affirmative.  When petitioned ]oy His children,
God normauy says yes to every one of these
requests. Ask and ye shall receive what Jesus has
listed in verses two t}lroug}l four.

Second, Jesus teaches what we are to be seelzing
in verses 5-10. He does this using a contrastive

parabolic illustration of the importunate secker.
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In that story, there are contrasts both to God's
ways and to man’s ways concerning prayer.
Basicaﬂy, it teaches that we are to be seelzing from
God those things that are within the limits of
propriety. By that we mean, what is proper,
fitting, or suitable. True prayer seeks what is in
conformity with reverence toward God. God will
most lileely answer in the affirmative those prayers
broug}lt to Him which have in their request
consideration for His own purposes and His ways
of dealing in the affairs of mankind.

Third, Jesus teaches at what prayer door we are to
be lenocleing in verses 11-13. God customaﬁly opens
the door that is spirituauv proﬁta]ale for us; Knock
and it will be openec[ unto you. God is predisposed to

open the door of prayer which can best be used 1)y the
Holy Spirit, and which will most bless us with the
Ppresence and influence of His Personal Presence in

the Holy Spirit.
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MOTIVATION FOR HONEST PRAYER:
PART I—ITS OPPORTUNITIES

1
And it came to pass, as he was praying in a

certain p/ace, that when he ceased, one of his
a’iscip/es said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, even
as ]olm also taught his Jiscip/es.

? And he said unto tllem, When ye pray, say,
Father, Hallowed be tlly name. ley ]einga’om come.

? Give us alay lay Jay our a’aily bread.

4 And /orgive us our sins; for we also ][orgive
every one that is indebted to us. And Im'ng us not
into temptation. Luke 11:1-4 ASV ®

Presently in this first part, The Opportunities of
Prayer, we are concerned only with the first of these
analyses as given above, dealing with verses 2-4.
Therefore, we shall take note only of the numerous
opportunities which prayer affords each disciple.
These together will be an inspiration to us to be more
in prayer.

This teaching from Jesus consists of certain
promises, when taken back to God in prayer, will

® Because of the spurious additions to the Greek text in
Luke 11:1-4 as exhibited in the Authorized Version, the
Scripture quotations of our text verses ’chroughout this first
section are from the American Standard Version, which
more accura’cely represents the original Greek manuscripts.
These additions as found in the King James Version were
caused no doubt ]Jy some copyist who inserted portions of
the Model Prayer as found in Matthew, which differed from
Luke’s prayer. See this important difference explained
under the head, A Comparison, p. 6.
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most certainly be received from God, because Jesus
assures, He that asks [][or what I have listed here]
receives. Jesus’ list suggests that prayer provicles
opportunity for our daily communion with our
heavenly Father, our claily Worship to God, our
daily physical needs to be met, our daily spiritual
requirements to be proviclecl, and our Leing able to
avoid daily dangers in our spiritual welfare. Jesus
promises all these things to us as we claily pray.
Knowing these and believing these as promised will

be a great incentive to be more in prayer.

Notice He said, When ye pray, say. In his
similar model prayer, Matthew records Jesus as
saying, Aﬁer this manner therefore pray ye. In
Matthew’s paraﬂel passage the manner of prayer as
being humble, concise, brief, and to the point is
emphasized. But here in Luke the emphasis is
upon the form of proper prayer. This is Jesus
teﬂing us what to ask for. Our assurance of
a.girmatively answered prayer could not be greater
than for Jesus Himself to show us for m we are
to aslz, and then promise us that we shall indeed
receive it!  Here are specific requests that always
without exception meet with God’s approval. Jesus
means for us to understand these as opportunities
in prayer, which will in turn inspire us to ask. He
that asks for these things will receive these things,
proviclecl he meets the other requirements for

prayer as also given I)y Jesus. These are the
supplications for which the Son of God—the Perfect



| Mativation for Honest Prayen page 16 |
Man—has told us to as]z; and in so cloing, He is
guarantying that these will be God’s will to grant
repea.tecﬂy, because His Son has instructed us thus to

pray. He particularizes these opportunities in order
that we would be stimulated to more honest prayer.

Requirements for Asleinq and Receiving

Before Leginning to look at these specific
requests, we must point out what at first glance
would seem to be obvious. That is, what Jesus
named in verse two are in one sense His
requirements for honest prayer Which, when met,
will indeed experience the Ask and receive mandate.
Notice first there is confirmed relationshig in the
address to God as Father. Truly, one must know
Him to be one’s Father in order to Ask and receive
from Him anything good. This presupposes a
personal faith in Jesus Christ’s sul)stitutionary
dea’ch, and an active life of obedience to Him as
Lord,.4 Second, there must be true sensitivity
about the hallowness of God’s Person, and even
for His name, Hallowed be tlzy name. Approach to
God in any other demeanor may ask but will not
receive. Tl’lircl, there must be present a yearning for
His leingdom and for its ideals to be literaﬂy
present here on earth, such yearning Leing voiced
to God in the prayer, ny kinga’om come. This
necessitates earnest desire for an end to the present

world system that is so opposed to God and His

* Galatians 3:24
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Son’s ways. No request that asks from a heart in
love with the lzingdoms of satanic opposition to
God will ever receive from the heart of the One
Whose Son was hated and crucified Ly those
1zingcloms (]olm 15:18). Included in Jesus’
promises in this model prayer are these three
incontrovertible requirements for all who ask and

then expect to receive.

I. DAILY COMMUNION
Father

This is of primary consideration in prayer,

when God can be addressed as our Father. If
through faith in Jesus Christ He is our Fatlier,

then our cla.ily communion with Him is a chief
reason to be praying. The privilege of holy and
intimate converse with the Living God is incentive
enough! That we can share our thoughts and
emotions with God, and in common participation
mutuaﬂy exchange our desires with one another on
a claily, hourly, even minute 1)y minute, basis is

ground for excitement about prayer.

Call unto me, and I will answer tllee, and

show thee great and miglzty things, which thou
knoweth not. Jeremiah 33:3

The greatest benefit of prayer is this
communion where we not only communicate to
God our thoughts and emotions, but He

communicates to us His t}loug}lts and emotions.
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The word miglzty in ]eremiah 33:3 means hidden
things, things that are fenced in. This interchange
with God, our Father, through honest prayer is a
mutual exchange to God and frﬂ God. That
ought to motivate us to be praying. God will
actuaﬂy spealz to us what was previously hidden to
us, but only throug}l prayer. This communion
with our heavenly Father will be ours as we are

praying claily.

II. DAILY WORSHIP
Hallowed be thy name.

This prayer{'ul admission to God tends to alter
what is mediocre prayer into honest favorable
prayer at His throne of grace, having considerable
involvement with The Third Commandment of
God’s Holy Law, Thou shalt not take the name o][
the Lord t/fzy God in vain (Exoc]us 20:7). Kenneth
Wauest translated it, Father, cause your Name to be
set apart as sacred and the o])ject o][ veneration. This
kind of reverence for God’s name, which seeks in
honest prayer for more reverence for God’s name,
will be agirmatively answered. This reverence for
His name will be gran’ced to the petitioner who
asks for it to be reverenced in him more and more;

}E will receive.

When we pray that His name would be looked
upon with feelings of cleepest respect, then God
grants to us persona]ly this request; and in the process

we will find the ear of God openecl to any
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accompanying honest prayer. While others may

disregard His holy name, we ourselves who pray for
His name’s veneration will be transformed 1)y that
very prayer to hold His name as very sacred in
ourselves. As with this prayer, every prayer that is in
such accord and harmony with the Spirit of God so
as to seck the very best of God’s wiﬂ, will find God
somewhat pleased to grant a hearing ear toward our
every petition (]]ohn 5:14-15). The Spirit of God
will Himself be able to draw familiarly intimate, so
much so that we will be influenced ]3y His close
Presence to grow in our own veneration of His

matchless name.

This is the real value of this opportunity in prayer.
God will honor His name as reverent, and He will

grant to us through this honest prayer more

veneration and esteem for His reputation and
character. Oh! To be among such spiri’cual men as
Moses, Davicl, Daniel, the Apostle Paul, ]o}ln the
Beloved, and other of the Bible's personalities,
who each in his own special way hallowed the name
of God. And this they did in spite of their faults
because t}ley experiencecl this kind of honest
prayer. This prayer will be answered affirmatively
because God desires His glory to be preservecl
among all the inhabitants of the earth. This
promise to be enabled to revere His name properly,
and increasingly, is a great inducement to ask and

receive.
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III. DAILY SERVICE
ﬁly ]einga’om come

Jesus teaches that to pray for His 1zingclom to
come to earth is always an accepted prayer. When
prayecl in earnest and in sincerity, it will be
answered with a “Yes.” God’s whole purpose is to
procluce His will on earth, and in so cloing, to
reveal His glory and grace among men. ny
Lingaiom come is an invitation for Him to take the
life of the one so praying and to use it ac’cuaﬂy to
accomplish the very t}ling being prayecl for. This
prayer will be answered as the one praying it does
the work that will further His lzingclom on earth
now. lo pray My kingc]om come is to ask, God,
make me an agent o][ Your Lingc]om. Lead me to do
what I can do a’ai/y in serving You in order to promote
your Linga’om down here on earth toaiay. TZzy
kingc]om come will be answered eventuaﬂy when
King Jesus comes again, but that is not all that is
involved in this request; this request is much more
than just to ask for Jesus’ soon return to set up His
lzingdom. It is to pray that every opportunity for
the lzingclom’s manifestation on earth be realized.
It is to pray for His kingdom’s progress and
success in order that its actual fulfillment mig}lt be
known here on earth. This is not to suggest that
is how the 1zingdom will be 1iteraﬂy and p}lysicaﬂy
established on ear’ch, but this is to suggest that our
daily driving desire and motivation in this life
ought to be to further Christ’s lzingdom on earth.
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That kind of prayer will result in a life that has had
imparted into it a vital disposition for its realization.
To ask for this realization in honesty will be to receive

it in one’s own daily life.

IV. DAILY PHYSICAL NEEDS
Give us Jay Ly a’ay our Jaily bread.

Jesus here, in teﬂing us to pray for our daily
food, makes these orclinary physical needs to be
spiri’cual opportunities to gain much more than
mere temporal nourishment. When the clisciples
asked of Jesus to teach them in such a way that
would result in increased prayer lives (v.1), tl'ley
would never have guessed that mere food for
humans’ animal bodies could become somehow a
motivation to more prayer and to spiri’cual prayer.
Yet that is precisely what Jesus is teaching here.
He instructs us as God’s children to ask and receive
what is necessary for our physical lives. Many of us
take for grante(l our food. Food is much like our
health; we assume it until good health is taken away.
It is, therefore, only when we suffer loss of health or
food that we find spiritual increase and spiritual
edification connected with our physical necessities,
because usuaﬂy those are the only times when we
make our physical needs a matter of earnest prayer.
This ougl'lt not so to be! Jesus would have us @y to
turn our physical needs into opportunities for
spiritual advancement and experience. That is what

He has promise(l as possil)le in this instruction.
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This is prayer which is sure to be explicitly
answered, and that is precisely why there are such
spiritual possil)ilities in this kind of common,
honest prayer. What opportunities to gain real
answers to real prayer, to see with spiritual eyes, to
hear with spiritual ears, to feel with spiri’cual
sensibilities, the hearing car of God while He turns
it toward us during prayer! Of all the spiritual
experiences we could have with the living God, this
is the most lileely to be experienced, consequently
1ilze1y for two important reasons. First, because
Jesus has promised it. We have His Word on it.
God will without exception or evasion accompany
this prayer with His blessed Holy Spirit, to the
experiential Messing of the one who so prays, both
in the experience of praying and in the experience o
receiving when asLing. And seconcﬂy, all this is ours
@, because ordinarily, with only infrequen’c
exception, we claily ingest food in order to sustain our
lives. This means that under almost all
circumstances this unique “at a Largain” prayer exists
as an asked and receive opportunity. We can always
ask and receive our &aﬂy bread. No one can exclude

himself from this opportunity for honest prayer.

Several years ago, | was as many of us
Christians. I took for grantecl these physical
necessities, especiaﬂy since [ always had adequate
resources. They were not the point of my claily
praying. However, when see]zing preparation for

ministry, [ was diagnosed with cancer and received
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X-rays and c}lemotherapy treatments. | was left
with no money, having no insurance of any leind, and
no means of support. I had no food in the house;
and I was physicaﬂy unable to work. Much to the
displeasure of Gocl, I had soug}lt welfare from the
government for our daily needs, but had been refused.
God seemed to close every door for our help. That
last nigh’c, when we had nothing in the house to eat
for the next (to me my 1ast) day, nor did we have any
resources or device left for our help, ﬁnaﬂy and as a
last resort, | prayecl accorcling to Jesus’ teaching in
our text. How sad that I had tried every other known
vehicle of the world before simply asLing and receiving
from my heavenly Father. How sad that this kind of
honest prayer had not been the habit of my life. If
hones’c, real, and hal)i’cuaﬂy genuine prayer for daily
needs had been prioritizecl in my life, then without
any ﬂes}]ly seelzing from this world God would have
given with ecase that which He is pleasecl and glori{'iecl
in providing for His children. But late as it was, and
desperate as I was, and forced as | was, stiﬂ, God had
a hearing car. I left it in His hands and went to l)ed,
still not 1znowing what we would do the next clay.

At about 9:30 a.m. the next clay, the President
and the Registrar of the seminary | attended came
to our house with a check for $50.00 that had
come unsolicited from an anonymous donor “for
some worthy student in need.” God proviclecl us
with our daily Lread, but only when I asked Him in

desperation, and had taken Jesus” promise back to
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Him. That became a special occasion to me, but the

whole point of this promise from Jesus is that this
affirmative answer to honest prayer is to be our cliily
experience from the gracious hand of God. It can be
and should be our habitual spiritual experience to ask
from God our daily bread and to receive it daily from
our caring heavenly Father. This is what He does
daily, though we reaﬂy fail honestly to appraise it that
way. That is what Jesus promises in our text, and it is
a source of encouragement and motivation for us to

be praying alwa.ys to God for our c]ai/y bread.
V. DAILY SPIRITUAL NEEDS

And ][orgive us our sins; ][or we ourselves also
forgive every one that is indebted to us.

This without doubt is the greatest incentive to
honest prayer compared to all the others listed here
1)y Jesus. He is granting every learner of Him an
open door to forgiveness of sin as we forgive
others. Sin with its accompanying guilt is man’s
Liggest prol)lem. Of all requests place(l before
God, none other is so universaﬂy needed and felt
to be needed. Every honest soul knows that
everything is not Iig}lt between man and his Gocl:
Al have sinned and come short o][ the g/ory o][ God.”
Sin is the cligiculty facing every man. Jesus grants
a carte Llanche, unlimited authority, for every
asker for forgiveness, with only one certain
qualification: That the seeker of forgiveness from
God similarly forgives others who sin against him.

® Romans 3:23
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But why is such a qualifying requirement placecl
on forgiveness I)y Jesus just here? Other Scripture
as no such requirement mentioned. Notice the
foﬂowing references:
I][ we confess our sins, he is /aithﬁz/ and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from a
unrighteousness. I John 1:9

I ac]enow/ea’gea’ my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid. I said, I will conf:ass l:y transgressions
unto the Lord; and thou ]%rgavest the iniquity of my sin.

Psalms 32:5

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but
whoso con][esseth and /orsaleeth them shall have mercy.
Proverbs 28:13

In each of the above quote(l Scriptures the only
qualifyi_ng requirement for Christians’ forgiveness is
honest and complete confession of sin to God.
Nothing else is requirecl for Christians’ £o1‘giveness.
Then why does Jesus qualify forgiveness in this proper
form of prayer as Leing only possible for those who
also forgive others? The answer to that question lies
in the two real qualiﬁcations for forgiveness of sin
with God. They are: one, confessing one’s sin; and
two, ma]zing one’s approach only through Jesus
Christ and His work of the cross6 as the basis for
forgiveness. Confession is ea.sily enough understood;

0 The work “of the cross” is more than “the work on the
cross.” Thought the latter is included in the former, the
former suggests resurrection, ascension, exaltation,
reigning, intercession, returning, i.e. all His resultant

works eminating from His work “on the cross.”
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that is the very subject matter in this motivation for
prayer in our text. And the approach ’chrough Jesus is
a “given.” That is, Scripture always qualiﬁes
forgiveness as possi]ole through Jesus only,

Being justiﬁea’ ][ree/y l)y his grace tllrougll the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
Romans 3:24
Ana’ be ye kind one to anotller, tena]er-llearted,

forgiving one another, even as God ][or Christ’s sake
hath forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32

But this still leaves Jesus” unique qualifying
requirement that we must forgive others as God’s
condition for forgiveness of our own sin. This Legins
to be clearer Wllen one rernernbers that Jesus rnalzes
no qualifica’cion concerning forgiveness being only
t}lroug}l Himself in our text. He substitutes the
qualification of forgiving others instead.  The
confession remains untouchecl, that is, it remains just
as valid and necessary as l)efore, but any allusion to
His work of the cross is repla.cecl with a reference to
forgiving others. That is also the lzey to
understanding His requirement for forgiveness of
others before o})taining forgiveness from God. Tt is
only as one 1znows tl'le cost of forgiveness, 1znows the

blood require(l in Jesus’ sacrifice, that one will
instinctively be clisposecl to forgive others for
infractions against onese f.

When one knows and fuﬂy perceives Jesus’
sugerings for his own sin, then the dwarfishness of
the harm Lrough’c to oneself from others” sins against
oneself becomes evident. Forgiving others becomes
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an 1n81g1'1t of one’s new nature. Those who know
Christ in His free pardon of sin ’chrough the

reclemptlon in the cross can forglve others with that

same kind of forgiveness granted to them. A failure to
grasp the great truth of the cross will exhibit itself in
an unwi]lingness to forgive others. To fail to possess a
forgiving nature is to fail to have perceivecl the
method of God’s forgiveness gran’ced to all repentant
men. That failure of perception marks that person
as unable to obtain forgiveness from God, because
he has never apprehenclecl Christ's work of the
cross in mind or in reality. God cannot forgive the
most impa.ssioned confessor of his own sin if he has
never appreciate(l his own forgiveness in Christ. To
fail to forglve others is a certain sign that Christ’ s
work on the cross has never been {;uﬂy apprecm’ced
That perceptiveness about forglveness, or lack of it,
is the reason for Christ’s qualifica’cion of one’s own
forgiveness Leing clepenclent upon one’s own
capacity to forgive others. If one cannot forgive
otl'lers, then that one will not be forgiven, because
Christ’s work of sacrifice has not been his method
of approach to God.

" At the foundation of Christ’s and Scripture’s overriding
qualification concerning forgiving others there is His abso-
lute doctrine of: “Lack of forgiveness equals lack of salva-
tion.” In the end of Christ’s personal reference here con-
cerning forgiving others there exists His absolute doctrine
of: “Lack of forgiveness toward others equals lack of salva-

tion.” Q.v. Matthew 18:23-35 , esp. v.34, til he should pay all

equals eternal judgmen’c.
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This promise of forgiveness through Jesus is a
motivation to prayer; it is the most significan’c
opportunity afforded to men simply to ask and
receive from God, Leing as it is the pure,
concentrated essence of honest prayer. To have
one’s sins entirely removed from before God, from
His presence and memory, just 1)y confessing them
together with an aclznowledgement of the cross, is
the blessed power of the gospel. The honest
consideration of Christ's work on the cross is the
gospel’s power for ol)taining removal of personal
guﬂt for sin. Forgiveness is keyed upon both
confession of sin and confession of Christ. The
confession of Christ can be evidenced through a
humble forgiving spirit in one'’s heart and life
toward others. When men forgive others for their
wrongdoing against them, that is evidence that
Christ’s forgiveness has truly been experienced ]3y
them. One may be of a forgiving nature that may
not be evidence of anything spiritual. One may
forgive others without forgiveness from God, but
one cannot be forgiven by God and refuse
forgiveness toward others. A&ditionaﬂy, the
absence of forgiveness toward others is the
evidence of only a theoretical 1znowlec1ge of Christ’s
work of grace on the cross. An unforgiving heart
reveals an unforgiven heart, unaware of true
obliga’cion for sin removed. The promise of the
gospel arouses us to forgive others, and its

continued provision of forgiveness for 1ingering sin
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arouses us to more prayer to such a Wonderful ancl

gracious God. This opportunity for forgiveness
kindles prayer to God. Tt kindles Christ’s clisciples
to be always asking forgiveness, to be always
receiving forgiveness, and to be always granting

forgiveness.

VI. AVOIDING DAILY DANGERS

And bring us not into temptation.

Jesus’ final special motivation to pray is the
opportunity which prayer furnishes men to
circumvent or avert evil. Honest prayer is an honest
preventive. This kind of prayer is made prior to
possil)le difficulties that threaten us because of our
presence in an evil world. Jesus promises this kind of
honest prayer stops the possil)le evil in its course and
there})y makes temptations ineffective as sources of
sin in our lives. Prayer, as Jesus instructs us here in
these words, And Lring us not into temptation, is the
best anticipatory measure for defea’cing any foreseen
or unforeseen temptation that mig}lt come our way.
Jesus promises an affirmative answer from God when

we ask Him for release from the temptation to sin.

This request in prayer has to do with God’s
control of our lives so that we will not be place(l in
compromising positions. Because of the innate
weakness of our flesh, we often find ourselves in a
situation where our propensities toward sin are
severely tes’ced, then we shall possi]oly, and most
lilzely, sin and fall from our steadfastness, Lringing
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reproach upon our heavenly Father. This fall God

never desires for any of His children. As we pray

for deliverance from this kind of cli{'ficulty, we
reveal a heart not desiring or delighting in sin. If
we can truly pray to God sincerely desirous of not
sinning then God will grant a way to escape that ye
may be able to bear it [Vic’toriously].8

This prayer aclznowleclges God’s Sovereign and
Universal and Providential Government. All
creatures are at the sovereign clisposal of their
Maker. He has the same absolute control over evil
as over goocl, else why would this prayer be any
motivation for us to pray? If it is a worthless and
meaningless prayer to ask God to control the evil
around us so that we will not be ’cemp’ced by it,
would Christ tell us to pray that we be sparecl it in
any way? Would Jesus instruct His disciples to
pray to God for that which He cannot or will not
do? But God can and does often restrain evil or
lead His children from evils and from
circumstances Ly which, because of our depravi’cy,
we would be Lrought down from a spiritua.l walk
with Christ. But this is assured us only as we pray
daily, And Lring us not into temptation. Only as we
ask according to this specific opportunity will we
receive this specific management of the evil around
us. As long as we, as children of God, continue in
the prayer-Presence of the Indweﬂing Christ, we

s I Corinthians 10:13
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will appropriate the power of the Holy Spirit in

order to experience this au’chority over evil. As we
pray, God will direct the evil away from us, or us
from it, in order to spare us its temptation. This
places the orclering of all temptations in the hands

of our all wise and loving Father in heaven.

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed lest he fa//.

There hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to man: but God is /aitllfu/, who
will not suﬁ[er you to be temptea’ above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to

escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
I Corinthians 10:12-13

Our wickedness is such that God would be
perfectly just to allow sin to swallow us up into
oblivion and destruction with Satan. This prayer
recognizes His mercy toward our su{'fering weakness
and His provision of grace toward us in Christ Jesus.
Knowing this, we have a motivation to pray, because
in this prayer, Bring us not into temptation, our
weakness is ac]znowledged and His strength is
promisecl. We must not be faced with any
opportunities for sin, because we know our own
preclisposition to sin when faced with its temptations;
therefore we must ask, Bring us not into temptation, so
that we will receive defiverance ][;'om evil.

When this clisciple aslzecl, Lorai, Legin to teach us
in order that we will be moved to more prayer like we

. ’ L . .
see in You, Jesus’ answer becomes a great incentive
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to prayer. These several opportunities in prayer
given us l)y Jesus are meant to motivate us to more
and more prayer. This “model of prayer” promises
its supplicants: (1) communion with God, (2) true
spiritual WOI‘S}liP, (3) fruitful service, (4) cla.ily
physical needs met, daily forgiveness of sin, (5)
1eaders}1ip of the Holy Spirit to avoid temptations
to sin, and finaﬂy, (6) victory over the evil around
us. All of these precious riches are Lrought about
through prayer. Jesus desires that through the
stucly of His teac}ling on prayer, we would spencl
more time and effort to ask, as He has taught.
Then, the prayer that thus accords with His model

prayer receives what He promised. Jesus guarantees

it! Amen!



