God’s Covenant of
Grace with Noah

But Noah found grace in the
eyes of the Lorp.  Genesis 68

Said Grace is detailed briefly in
this study of Genesis 6:5-9, 9117
&20-22, and emphasizes the
particular, universal, and
distinctive grace of God’s covenant
with Noah.

And is a picture of the
salvation from sin and eternal
death obtained from God by grace
through faith alone in Jesus Christ.

This study is meant to help
explain the salvation experience of
every Christian, who has in [(ike
manner been delivered from the
deserved wrath of God by an
identical grace from God through
Jesus Christ.

Jor by grace are ye saved
tﬁrougﬁ f'dl'lﬂ [ added emph.]
Zphesians 2:8a
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PREFACE

This story of Noah and the ark has been a
perpetual mainstay for teaching children especiaﬂy in
Sunday Schools and Vacation Bible Schools.
Unfortunately most children are taught that Noah
was given the task of })uilding the ark and chosen to
save irrational creatures and eight members of his
immediate family because Noah was a just man and
perj[ect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.'
In other words, it is ’caught that Noah was blessed
because he was goocl. In this fashion many children
grow up with the false notion that the way to please
God enoug}l to be used Ly Him for the goocl of
o’chers, and the way to be saved from God’s wrath
against one’s sin, is to be good. This mainstay for
teaching children then becomes a great untruth that
must then be unlearned—a thing very difficult of
accomplishment, also a necessary requirement for

one to Le sa.vecl.

Perhaps the reader of this Preface was similarly
ta.ugl'lt this misguidecl optimism, or, what is worse,
even ’caught it to others. Those who fall into either
group are somewhat hard to unteach. But one must
unlearn many untruths in order to come to the truth
of God’s saving grace. Many pastors and tea.c}lers,
who are supposed to be guardians of Christ’s gospel,
have been taught at an early age this false notion
about service and salvation. Hence, they remain

! Genesis 0: Q




God’s Covenant of Grace with Neah  page 3

ignorant of the very grace they think to preach and
for which they contend. Because ’chey were taugh’c at
an early impressionable age this subtle and corrupting
“works for salvation” untru’ch, it remains deeply
ingrainecl. An unclerlying subconscious trust in self
has hidden the truth of God's grace. Even when faith
in Christ is professecl, can a trace of self-achievement
for one’s faith and astute choice of Christ coexist and
remain? Any trace of pricle becomes the cleﬁling bit of
self-trust that nullifies any approach to God. God’s
grace requires in its very exercise a complete forsalzing
of self—self—choioe,2 self—faith, self—decision, self-
repentance, self-conversion, or any other self-work.
But with the indweuing sin in all men there deligh’cs a
relishing in one’s own goocl, and that one’s good has
earned something for its goodness. This deeply
ingrainecl works orientation becomes a lingering trust
in oneself as somehow responsi]ole for coming to
Christ. All this 1zeeps some from ever reaﬂy Leing
saved. Their failure to understand what the grace of
God reaﬂy is causes a false profession of Christ. For
any who have had a true conversion through true

2 Self-choice refers to the ﬂeshly error that bases
one’s salvation upon the “good" choice one has made
lay coming to, or choosing to receive, Jesus for oneself.
Self-choice voids the Biblical reality that There is none
that una’erstanaleth, there is none that secketh after Goc],
thrice repea’ced in the Bible (RomA 3:11; Ps. 14:2-3;
53:2-3). Only Ly grace did God draw or call any of us
natural ][oo/s to choose Christ. (See Jn. 0:44; Rom. 8:30; I
Cor. 2:14; 1:18; Ps. 14:1-3, respec’tively)A
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faith and then regressecl, this self-trust thwarts real
maturity.

Some might be t}linlzing , “What is so important
about God’s Covenant with Noah.” To answer that
question will require the person so Won&ering to read
and consider this stu(ly. This brief exposition from
the Secriptures concerning God’s Covenant of Grace
with Noah has the truth of salvation l)y grace in it.
Salvation is whoﬂy Ly grace. That means Noah and
the reader can only be saved l)y God’s bestowal of a
favor that comes only from Him. Nothing saved
Noah except God’s favor. His faith did not save him.
His pe;j[ect generations did not save him. His Just /7][2
did not save him. His walk with God did not save him.
Grace alone saved Noah, grace alone saves any who
are save(l, and only grace will save the reader of this
Preface. May God t}lroug}l the bestowal of His grace
grant the faith to believe this grace, because this
grace is the only vehicle for faith to come. That kind
of trust in God’s grace from the Gospel work of Jesus
Christ is the faith through which one is saved. No
other faith except one trusting in God’s grace alone is
genuine saving faith. May God open eyes to receive
this truth about Noah and the grace of God, and thus
1)ring glory to Him.

But Noah founc[ grace in the eyes o][ the

Lord. ’ Genesis 0:8
For by grace are ye saved througlz faitlz.
[added emph.] Ephesians 2:8a

? The translation used is The Authorized Version, and
the Modern Language Bible where noted.
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GOD’S COVENANT OF GRACE
WITH NOAH

On what basis was Noah save(l from the flood?

The answer to that question is extremely important,

because for whatever reason he was saved from the
ﬂoocl, so all men are saved from sin. As Peter said of
Noah'’s salvation from the ﬂood,

...eight souls were saved l)y water.

The like ﬁ'gure whereunto even lmptism doth also
now save us (not the putting away of the ﬁ/tlz o][ the
ﬂesh, but the answer of a good conscience towar
G'oal,) l)y the resurrection o/ Jesus Christ.

[added emph‘] I Peter 3205-21

If the parenthesis above in I Peter 3:21 is omitted,
the real sense of Peter is accented. Therefore, the
sense of it would l)e,

In the ark a few, that is eight persons, were
saved l7y water [as it lifted Noah up from among
the judged multitudes].

Baptism is a similar ﬁgure of salvation...in as
much it references the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Noah's salvation was a ﬁgure (sign, picture,
metaphor) just as bap’cism is a figure of salvation
because it portencls what the resurrection of Jesus
Christ performs.4 Water bap’cism buries the
believer with Christ’s death and raises him up with
Christ’s resurrection. Thus Peter authenticated
Noah’s experience as a type of spiri’tual salvation.
Salvation from sin today paraﬂels Noah'’s salvation

from the wrath of God.
* Romans 4:25
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Accorcling to Paul and the writer of Hel)rews,
Noah was saved l)y grace through faith,

By faith Noah, IJeing warned of God o][ things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the

saving of his house. Hebrews 11:7
nerefore it is o][ faith, that it might be l:y
grace.... Romans 4:16

Anywhere saving faith is present, saving grace
preceded it. Salvation is whoﬂy l)y the grace of
God, faith Leing only a means and not the source
of salvation. When man is saved Ly grace, faith
had to be the instrument or vehicle through which
grace worked. Correspondingly, Paul portrays faith
as the procluct of grace,

For lay grace are ye saved through faitll; and
that [faith] not of yourselves: it [faith] is the gift of
God:

Not of worles, lest any man should boast.

[added emph.] Ephesians 2:8-0

Furthermore, true saving faith in itself renounces
all merit. Even any merit which believing faith might
suggest is voided because of what it believes and Ly its
very nature. Saving faith believes that God saves only
ungotﬂy persons (and no other kind of persons) Ly

His unconditional grace:

Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned of grace, but o][ debt.

But to him that worketh not, but believeth
on_him that justifieth the ungodly, his /aith is
counted /or righteousness

[a(l&ed empl’l.] Romans 4.'4-5
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Only the person who trusts in unconditional

grace is in reali’cy saved. Consequen’cly, the
person who has salvation through faith has no
grounds for })oasting, because of faith’s gracious
origin from God and because of its very
temperament.  Recipients of grace believe on
Him  that justifies the ungoaify. That means
justifying the ungodly is the crux of faith’s

persuasion, namely: God onlv iustifies ungocﬂv

persons, and none other leind. That is the theme

of true faith which saves sinners; any other faith
is the devil’s kind. °

Unfortunately, some mistalzenly think
otherwise; some think Laptism, or church
membership, or good deeds of this or that kind
in behalf of God or our fellowman is a part of
procuring salvation. But good works only and
always follow the grace, as does the faith. Both
faith and goocl works of all kinds are the result
of a work of grace already performed in the

wicked heart of man ]3y the Spirit of Gocl.é The

faith as well as the good works are testimonials

of a greater WOI12 of Gocl’s grace alreacly
performed in the heart.” All this was the
experience of Noah also, because he was saved
the only way any man is ever saved, Whoﬂy L}l

unconditional drace.

5]ames 2:10 6Til‘us 3:5-60 7Eplzesians 1:10
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Accorclingly, grace is the preclominate
element of this Noachic Covenant. Therefore, we

shaﬂ look at:

I. Particular Grace, the grace which Noah

received and no one else, Genesis 0:5-8.

II. Universal Grace, the grace that all mankind
received after the ﬂoocl, Genesis 9:1-17.

III. Distinctive Grace, the distinctiveness o{, or
differences between, the two displays of God’s
grace before and after the flood, Genesis 8:20-22
with 0:5-8.
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I. THE GRACE NOAH RECEIVED
WAS A PARTICULAR GRACE

® And GOD saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every imagination
o][ the thoughts o][ his heart was on/y evil
continua”y.

0 And it repenteJ the LORD that he had

made man on the earth, and it grievea’ him at his
heart.

” And the LORD said, I will a’estroy man
whom I have created ][rom the face of the eartll;
both man, and beast, and the creeping tlzing, and
the ][owls of the air; /or it repentetll me that I have
made them.

® But Noah ][ouna’ grace in the eyes of the
LORD. Genesis 0:5-8

In God’s Eyes Only

Grace characterized all of God’s dealings with
Noah—from first to last. Noah did no more or
less than just receive the favors from God as God
chose to bestow grace upon him. Noah Mjgrace
in the eyes o][ the LORD, does not at all mean that
Noah was seelzing it or 1oolzing for it. The Hebrew

word for ][ozmcl is matsah, which means “to o})tain,

to acquire, to receive.” But note especiaﬂy that

this grace was obtained or acquired in the eyes of
the LORD. God’s graciousness led Him to look on

Noah favoral)ly. It was only in the estimation of
Gocl that Noah was found to have Leen acceptaMe
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to God. That appraisal of Noah was established in
and Ly and of and through, and was altogether
from grace. No other person could have found a
reason for God to have been please(l with Noah,
because the favor was only in the eyes o][the LORD.

This grace was an unearned and undeserved
favor from God, periocl! The Hebrew word for
grace is from the root, chanah, and denotes a free
and spontaneous Wiﬂingness to bestow goocl on
another person who is destitute of it. This bestowal
of goocl is either in the way of kindness or
compassion, hence it includes “to show favor,
mercy, or pity.” God had mercy and pity toward
this one man among all the inhabitants on the
carth apart from anything cither goocl or bad in
Noah. And this merciful consideration was only
accorcling to God’s own estimation, and was within
the limits of His own sovereign grace. God could
just as easily and just as correctly bestowed this
grace, favor, and mercy upon any omne of the
millions of other men on earth at that time. In so
doing God would have remained just as gracious
and just as goocl as when He saved Noah. This
grace was confined or limited to Noah exclusively
“by God’s eyes,” that is, by God’s specification
and was not determined I)y man’s examination.
That is the real grace of God—no merit, no Worth,
no Worlzs—just bare and plain, unadultera’ced,

unvarnished, and sovereign, grace.
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Gocl’s Grace ShOWS NO Respect Of Persons

Several years ago as | discussed the Greek and

Hebrew words for grace in the Bible, and how their

theological meaning require(l a Sovereign bes’cowal, a
professecl Christian saicl, “Why, I cannot believe that
kind of grace, because God is certainly no respecter of

persons." He revealed an unlearned aptitucle
concerning, and a somewhat blind ignorance of, the
grace of God, because the kind of respect of persons
to which he referred is (lefinitely not involved in God’s
sovereign choices relative to His grace. [t is exactly
the opposite of respect of persons. God grants grace
for no outward or inward reason in any person, but
only in regard to His own will. It is only His pleasure
that determines grace to any man. Nothing cither

good or bad determines grace given. If any thing in
any man determined who received grace from God,
then that would indeed be “respect of persons.” God
has absolutely no regarcl for the face of any man, or
the work of any man, or the foreseen faith of any
man, but grants saving favors to some men simply
because it is His sovereign decision to do so, based
solely upon His own preferences and desires outside

of any seen merit or demerit in any person.
First Things First

There exists a very strict and close parauel
between Genesis 0:8-0, and Eplzesians 2:8-10.
There is a chronological and theological order in
both passages. Notice the parallehsm in the
foﬂowing:
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For IJy grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not o][ yourse/ves: it is the grfl‘ of God
Not o][ works, lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9
But Noah founa’ grace in the eyes of the LORD.
Genesis 0:8

That is the experience of salvation by
unconditional grace, which procluces the
subsequent works in one’s life Ly God’s same
power{'ul grace, which reference to works is in the
verses immedia’cely foﬂowing both references to
grace:

For we are his worlemanship, created unto good

works, which God hath Lefore ordained that we
should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a
just man and per/ect in his generations, and Noah

walked with God. Genesis 09

As Paul wrote that salvation is l)y grace and
not o][ works, so Noah’s salvation from the flood
was 1)y grace and not o][ works. Paul wrote that
Christians are not saved because of gooa’ works. To
Paul good and pious qualities are the consequences
of grace received, not the cause of it. As works are
a result of grace received, and saints are a
workmansl;ip, created unto gooa’ works, so Moses
wrote that Noah’s just life, perfect generations, and
walk with God also was the result of grace received.
Works follow grace always; and that was Noah’s

experience.
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Noal’l was not c}losen to sa.lvation from t}le

flood because of his just works, his per][ecf
generations, or his walk with God. To Moses, as in
the New Testament (Covenant), all of these pious
qualities were the consequences of grace received,
not the cause of it. Noah was a workmanslzip,
created unto gooa7 works , which worémanslzip took
the form of a just /i][e, per][ecf generations, and a
walk with God. Just as Eplzesians 2:8-0 must
precede Eplzesians 2:10, so Genesis 0:8 must
precede Genesis 0:Q. Just as grace prececles works
in Paul’s teaching, even so God’s grace preceded
Noah’s works in Moses’ doctrine. Before the Law,
under the Law, and after the Law, works follow
grace, or grace prececles works. That is the way of

salvation both now and forever.

Not the Rig}ﬂ:eous
Not only did God not save Noah })ecause of

his good works, but saving grace was grantecl him

in spite of his works, because all human works are
only evil in God’s sight. Al our riglzteousnesses are
as filtlzy rags, Isaiah 04:0. In addition, Noah was
not even the most righteous person on carth when
God saved him. Noah was no better moraﬂy than
the other men in his generation, but was a sinner,
guilty of moral crimes against God and man, as
are all men. Noah was w1c]zec1 n Gocl S s1g}1t along

with everyone else in hls generahon

Romans 323
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Solomon’s wisdom observed that there is not a
just man upon carth, that doeth gooal, and sinneth
not |added emph.].9 Noah was a just man,10 but not
a perfect and sinless one. Fur’thermore, since
unaccountable and unchargeable children died in
the ﬂoocl; Hand as there was, therefore, a host of
less guilty individuals on the earth in Noah’s day
who nevertheless fell under the juclgment of the
ﬂood,12 so does the grace of God in excluding
Noah from that judgment become even more
conspicuous. “Salvation Ly grace” means salvation
in spite of, or without regarcl to, what is reaﬂy
merited. Noah merited condemnation along with
all the rest of humankind. Before receiving grace,
he was no better than any other man, woman, Loy,
or gll'l or even espec1aﬂy any infant. b
Nevertheless, he alone founc] grace in the eyes o][
the LORD. Only Noah's faith and works after
receiving God’s grace marked him separated
from the rest of the sinners in the worlcl, and
that faith marked him not as deserving grace but
only as receiving grace. Noah's faith was a gif’t

that came with God’s grace, as per Epl;esians
2:8-9.

Sinners Oan: Tlle Wav Of Iesus

And was not this the way of our Lord Jesus
Christ? I came not to call the righteous, but sinners

K FEcclesiastes 7:20 10 Genesis OQ 1 Genesis 7:23
% Romans 4:15; 5:13 "Cp. Luke 13:1-5
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to re,mmt‘ance.14 While on earth, Jesus saved

pul)licans, harlo’cs, ’chieves, and countless men and
wormen as guilty as the religious leaders. Jesus saith
unto them, Veri/y I say unto you [to the chief
priests and elclers], That the pub/icans a_nd harlots
go into the leingclom of God lvefore you.13 Men are
not saved because some are more moral than
others, but because God chooses to bestow His
sovereign and unconditional grace on some
sinners, while passing over others. Grace is the
only requisite for salvation. Nothing else will cause
it. God simply showed favor to Noah above any

other person on the earth for His own reasons

within Himself. As Paul tes’cified,

Accora’ing as he hath chosen us in him l)efore the
founa’ation of the world, ...

Having made known unto us the mystery o][ his
w1//, according to his good pleasure which he hath

gurgosea’ in ln'mse/f:

In whom also we have obtained an inlzeritance,

laeinq predestinea’ accoranq to the purpose of him
who worketh all tln'nqs after the counsel of his own
will [added emph.] Ephesians 1:4,0,11

God chose to grant grace to Noah in the same way
He grants grace to any man, not because of any
goocl quality within Noah, but only because He
discriminated among men for His own reasons, for

which He has no ol)ligation to explain to anyone.
Amen!

" Luke 5:32 '° Matthew 21:31
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The secret tln'ngs lae/ong unto the LORD our
God. Deuteronomy 20:20a

Remember the former tllings o][ old: ][or I am
Goa’, and there is none else; I am God, and there
is none like me,

Dec/aring the end from the Leginning and
ﬁ'om ancient times the tllings that are not yet
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure. Isaiah 46:9-10



| Ged’s Covenant of Guace with Noah  page 17 |

II. NOAH’S COVENANT CONTAINED
UNIVERSAL GRACE,
Genesis Q:1-17

While Noah received a speciai and particular
grace from among all other men before the ﬂood, the
entire earth received a common and universal grace
after the flood. Unlike Noah's particuiar grace, this
universal grace did not involve personai salvation but
oniy a piiysicai salvation of life on the earth. This
grace for all the inhabitants of earth—from Noah to
eternity—is called the Noachic Covenant. This grace
was referenced in Jesus’ word, he maketh his sun to rise
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust. ' As with Noah'’s sovereign and
personai grace, this grace was simiiariy ai’cogetiier
unconditional. All conditional favors from God are
not grace at all, but of works. Grace is in itself free
from all qualiﬁcations or restrictions, else it is not

. 17
grace but is works.

This Universal Grace is a Practical Grace,
Genesis 9:1-7

! And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said
unto them, Be ﬁuitﬁt/ and mu/tip/y, and replenish
the earth.

ZAnJ the ][ear o][ you and the dread o][ you shall
be upon every beast o][ the earth, and upon every fow/
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and

upon all the ﬁslles o][ the sea; into your hand are they
delivered.

1o Matthew 5:45 12Romans 11:6




God’s Covenant of Grace with Neah  page 18 |

g Every moving tlu'ng that liveth shall be meat
][or you; even as the green herb have I given you all
tlu'ngs.

* But ]qesh with the /1][e thereof; which is the
blood tllereo][, shall ye not eat.

° And surely your blood o][ your lives will T

require; at the hand o][ every beast will I require it,
and at the hand o][ every man; at the hand of every
man’s brother will I require the /i)[e o][ man.

® Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
” And you, be ye fruitfu/, and mu/tip/y; lm'ng
][Oi'tll al)una’ant/y in the earth, and multiply therein.
Genesis 9:1-7

In order to insure that man’s sinful actions
would not require His intervening juclgment again,
God laid down several prac’cical necessities for man to
follow. However, none of these requirements rely
solely upon man for either their fulfillment or for the
benefits that follow their observance. By His grace
God’s judgmen’c is to be restrained toward man so he
can remain on earth. He will use capital punishment
and other of these necessities as His tools to affect
that. Therefore, these are merely the means through
which God’s grace will work until His program with
this world is completecl. All of these were and are
a})solutely needful for man to exist upon the earth
because of the corruptions of his heart; but God WiH,
Ly His grace, provide what is needful to guarantee
their realization. If left to himself, man would utterly
destroy himself from off the earth; therefore God
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made provision in this covenant for clealing with

the realistic dangers facing all of mankind as a
result of man’s clepra.vecl nature. God in cleclaring
these principles was promising to restrain
wickedness on the earth in order that man could
exist without constant intervening and devastating
judgments from God.

First, God expeclited the repopula’cion of
the earth after the devastating flood, verses 1-4.
He pronouncecl a blessing upon N oah and all the
future inhabitants of the earth by granting them
grace to mu/tip/y and rep/enish the earth, verse 1.

He gave all living things a natural fear of men in
order to help mankind dominate and manage the
animal lzingdom, verse 2. He graciously gave Every
moving tlzing that liveth for food for mankind in
order to sustain man in a sin-cursed ear’ch, verse 3.
But He restricted man’s eating of blood because of
the principle of life contained ’cherein, verse 4. His
grace was thought{'ul of man’s likelihood of 1osing
respect for life if not restrained to some degree
concerning the /7][2 o][ the ﬂesh—the blood of 1iving
creatures. This prohi]oition was actuaﬂy an act of

His restraint of sin by His grace.

Secondly, God allowed for man’s own
corrective agency for the violence that so

often characterizes mankind. He instituted
capital punishment, verses 5-7. No other means

can so consistently restrain the violence and
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natural brutali’ty in man as does this strategy,

when it is swif’cly and justly carried out. God
expects, yea has commanclecl, that man take the
lives of those who trivialize the life given l)y

God. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, Z)y man shall
his blood be shed; ][or in the image o][ God made he
man. That is the free grace of God which is
spealzing thusly. God’s love toward mankind
obliged God to establish the death penalty for

murderers .

It is an act of God’s grace toward us that he
has relega’tecl some of His authority over all life to
mankind. This is for the good of society overall
that men be put to death for talzing the life of
another man, ][or in the image o][ God made he man.
Through capital punis}lment God’s image in
man—though presently scarred and defaced—will
be respectecl as far above the other 1iving creatures
of the earth. In all of these instructions and
allowances, God is granting a universal grace to all
men. His grace is reaching down to sinful men in
order to provicle man with an environment that
will sustain and bless mankind. Bven man’s
depravecl and sinful nature is allowed for in this
covenant of grace. God will energe’cicaﬂy restrain
evil because of His grace toward mankind. He is
not at all required to allow for man’s innate
wickedness, but chooses to do so out of a gracious
disposi’cion toward mankind. He will restrain and
limit sin on the earth, and will do so directly
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tiirougii the principles of this Noachic covenant of

grace so that sinful man can continue to live upon
the earth in his fallen and corrupt state.

This Universal Grace is a Promised Grace

to the Entire World, Genesis 9:8-11

gAnJ God spalee unto Noah, and to his sons
with him, saying,

9 Ana’ I, l:elzo/d, I estab/ish my covenant with
you, and with your seed after you;

0 And with every /iving creature that is with

you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast o][
the earth with you; from all that go out o][ the ark, to
every beast of the earth.

" And I will establish my covenant with you;

neither shall all ﬂesll be cut oﬁ[ any more l7y the

waters o][ a ﬂooa’; neither shall there any more be a
]qooc{ to a’estroy the earth. Genesis 9:8-11

All mankind is included in this covenant of
grace. It is with your seed after you that God
promise(i never to (iestroy the earth again with a
flood. That embraces all men who shall ever
inhabit the earth. The universaii’cy of this grace is
that it encompasses all 1iVing creatures with a
promise of grace to sustain and to maintain earth
as a suitable environment for all the iiving
creatures who exited the ark with Noah. This is in
marked contrast with the personai and individual
grace of Noah’s salvation before the flood. This
promisecl grace is not particular but universal in

scope.



God’s Covenant of Grace with Neah page22|

This Universal Grace is Pleasurable
to God and Man, Genesis 9Q:12-17

2 And God said, This is the token of the

covenant wllicll I ma]ee l)etween me ana] you, and

every /iving creature that is with you, for perpetua/
generations:

I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be
for a token o][ a covenant between me and the earth.

" And it shall come to pass, when T lm'ng a
cloud over the eartll, that the lvow shall l:e seen in the
cloud;

' And T will remember my covenant, which is
between me and you and every living creature of all
ﬂesh; and the waters shall no more become a ﬂooa] to
a’estrog all ﬂesh.

! And the bow shall be in the c/oua]; and I will

look upon it, that I may remember the ever/asting
covenant between God and every living creature o][ all
ﬂesh that is upon the earth.

7 And God said unto Noalt, This is the token
of the covenant, which I have established between me
and all ﬂesll that is upon the earth.

Genesis 9:12-17

In order to remind of this covenant of grace,
God placecl the rainbow in the skies after it rains.
This pleases both God and man. That God has
been so gracious to allow men to re-inhabit the
earth after so dismal a failure is worthy of this
special sign in the heavens. What is so pleasing as
the })eauty of the rainbow as a cue to sparle

remembrances among men of the universal grace
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of God? It is universal grace i)y which mankind is

sustained on the earth because man is vioien’ciy
wicked and innateiy clepraveci. The rainbow is the
token that serves as a symiooiic reminder to God
and to man of His promise never again to move in
ju(igmen’c upon the earth with a flood. Until the
end of all tiiings God’s grace will a.iways restrain
the wickedness of men’s hearts in such a way that
He will not have warrant to condemn all flesh
again as He did in the flood. This is pieasing both
to God and to man. On the one hand God
(ieiigilts in mercy, and on the other hand man
(i,eiigiits in life on the earth under this universal
grace of God. The rainbow symi)oiizes what is the
pieasurai)ie grace of Gocl, and what are the
promises and practicalities of this Noachic

Covenant of universal grace.
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ITII. NOAH’S COVENANT REVEALS
DISTINCTIVE GRACE
Genesis 8:20-22

ZOAnJ Noah builded an altar unto the LORD;

and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fow/,

and offered burnt oﬁ(erings on the altar.
And the LORD smelled a sweet savor; and

the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse
the ground any more ][or man’s salee,' for the
imagination o][ man’s heart is evil from his youth;
neither will I again smite any more every tlzing /iving,
as I have done.

z While the earth remainetlz, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and lzeat, and summer and winter,

and Jay and night shall not cease.
Genesis 8:20-22

There are distinctions or differences involved
in the two displays of God’s grace before and after
the flood. The personal and universal aspects have
been profile(l in the first two points above; however
there are other greatly pronouncecl distinctions.
These variations are obvious as the details of God’s
grace are comparecl in Genesis 8:20-22 with 0:5-8.
Basically, they have to do with Man’s Unchanged
Condition from before the ﬂoocl, and God’s
Altered Disposition after the flood.

Man’s Unchanged Condition Needed Grace
The flood did not change man at all or in the

least of ways. God’s juclgments never alter man’s
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condition. T}ley may on occasion c}lange man’s

position, but they will not nor can they ever
c}lange man’s inner dilemma of inherited sin.
Men Jcoday are just as wicked as men were before
the flood. Only the acts of outward wickedness
are somewhat lessened because of God’s
restraining c}larity t}lrough this covenant of
grace with Noah. That is the result of the
Universal Grace as just noted in the previous
heading. Mankind has not become better
because of an improving evolution that was
somehow caused })y the judgment of the flood.

This is observable in a careful comparison o][

Genesis 0:5 with 8:21; notice,

God’s Analysis before the Flood, Genesis 0:5,

every imagination o][ the tlloughts of his heart was only
evil continua”y. [added emph.]

God’s Analysis after the Flood, Genesis 8:21,
tlt;di:lnagizﬁtion of man’s heart is Mfrom his thh.
[added emph.

Genesis 0:5 was God’s analysis of man’s
condition before the flood, (top line al)ove);
while Genesis 8:21 is God’s summary of man'’s
condition after the flood (Lottom line al)ove).

The word common to both verses is imagination,

yatser, uframe, meclitation, t}lought.” The
marginal reading carries the original idea of the
Hebrew word, the “whole imagination.” The

Hebrew word signifies not only imagination, but
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also the entire Leing of man, his purposes,

choices, desires, emo’cions.18 Man'’s basic Leing,
his Adamic nature, his depravity, did not lessen
one whit after the flood. His imagination
..was...evil  before and after the flood. He
continued on as evil in his fundamental nature
as ever he was. The juclgment of the flood
changed nothing in man’s innate sinfulness of
heart.

The differences between God’s two analyses
of mankind concerns consciousness of sin and
inborn sin. Before the flood in 0:5 the
additional word tlwuglzts refers to man’s
“conscious awareness” of the terrible evil of
which men were guil’cy before the flood. This
made the antediluvian race more accountable,
hence their judgment in the flood. They were
“conscious” of their wickedness; t}ley were
sinners against the light of the lenowledge of
God’s righteousness.

Another difference in God’s analysis of man
after the flood was the addition of the phrase L
hls outh. That phrase refers to man’s evil
characterlstlcs as a result of just belng a son of
Adam, which is quite sufficient grouncls for God's
just punishment.w That had not changed. This

describes man’s continuously evil mincl, wiﬂ, and

s Gesenius 1 I Corinthians 15:22
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emotions, as not Leing the result of his

environment or of any increasing or decreasing evil
disposition, but due to an innate prol)lem within
himself. This reference to mankind’s youtl; “is not
the mere hal)it—harclening or Worlcl—}larclening of
manhood into old age, as contrasted with the
comparative innocence of chilcﬂlood; but the seeds
of the evil lie deep, away back in his very
infancy.”m Because of the inborn and natural evil
within man, God’s grace was man'’s only prospect
for continued life on earth, else mankind would
again be des’croyed from off the face of the earth.
For this reason God has proviclecl the sacrifice of
His Son to deal with innate depravity, for without
that blood there would be no basis for the freeness
of God’s grace to men. ]udgments from God
change nothing in man; only God’s work of grace

remedies man’s sinful nature.

God’s Altered Disposition Provided Grace

God had an altered clisposition toward man
after the flood because of a difference in His

consideration. He changecl His attention from

man to Himself, from sin to sacrifice, from the
chaos of man’s hopeless clepravity and continuous
evil to the cross of Christ’s redemp’cion. Again, a
distinction is observable when God’s reaction to

what He considered before and after the flood is

comparecl; notice,

*Lange
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God’s Consideration before the Flood,

Genesis 0:5-7
And God sﬂ...the wickedness of man....And it
repentea’ the LORD....

oo L will Jestroy man whom I created from the
face of the earth. [added emph.]

God’s Consideration @ the Floocl,

Genesis 8:21
And the LORD sme//ea’ a _sweet savor; ana’ the
LORD said in his heart,

I will not again_curse..., neither will T again
smite.... [added emph.]

Noah built an altar and offered sacrifices to the
LORD immediately upon exiting the ark. This was
essential for God to be able to allow sinful man to
dwell again on the carth. His grace must satisfy
His justice. The sin of man’s continual life on
carth, and the constant violations of His Holy Law
must be paid for in the death of sufficient
payment. In the ogering of these sacrifices God
smelled the sweet savor of His Son’s payment for
man’s sin. The LORD smelled a sweet savor af
Clzrisf..., the savor o][ /U[e unto /i][e.z1 These clean
animals were syml)olic of Jesus’ spotless and undefiled
life under the Law,zzan(l as they were to’caﬂy

consumed as burnt oﬁ[erings God was satisfied with the
travail o][ His soul” in behalf of those who would

& Genesis 8:21 with I Corinthians. 2:15-10
= Hebrews 7:20 = Isaiah 53:11
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replenis}r the carth. The peculiarity of God’s

consciousness after the flood was the “smeﬂing,“

or sensing and cliscerning the work of Christ Jesus
as the Savior of the world. He it is Who bought
the world and all who are in it. He owns it all
through His shed blood and will provide God, the
F‘ather, with all in the encl, both goocl and evil.zq1

Contrast that with God’s consideration
before the flood: God saw the wickedness o][
man, and that was all He saw. If God sees
(perceives, scrutinizes) sin He must judge sin,
condemn sin, and remove sin. God cursed and
smote the earth and all in it, because he looked
upon the wickedness of man. But after the
ﬂood, God saw nothing except the righteous
Son of God dying on a cross, which payment met
sugiciently His own Holy Law’s requirement for
sin’s dismissal. That provision was by His grace
in order that His grace might be extended to all
the carth. By that universal and distinctive grace
man is allowed to dwell in His creation. Though
a sinner and a thorough rebel against His
government, God’s grace grants to man a place
while He bestows a particular grace on some.
Hence, this Noachic Covenant is founded upon
the death of Jesus Christ, and is a provision of
His grace particularly to His chosen, and
universaﬂy to all men, through the cross.25

I Corinthians 15:24-28 25]olm 3:10; 1 T;'motlzy 4:10
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Jesus’ Blood Moved God from
Ju_dgmental Grief to Joyous Grace,
Genesis 0:0, 8:21

God’s Mindset before the Flood, Genesis 0:0

Then it was grie][ to the Lord ev%r lzaving made man
on the eartlz; He f;e/t grievea] at heart. ?

God’s Mindset after the Flood, Genesis 8:21

And as the Lord discerned the pleasing fragrance,

He Sa’al witll”’l H’mse/][ ] wi// never aga"’l curse tl]e
27

grounc]for man S sa/ee

Before the flood God was filled with grie][ at His

consideration of man’s wickedness. But after the

flood, and because of His grace suppliecl to
manlzind, God was filled with the pleasurable
sensation of smeﬂing what was a delight to His
Being. He saw all the love, and mercy, and
compassion, and perfections, and rig}ltness of His
Son’s works as Savior. It charms God to see the
beauty of His own attributes and character clisplayecl
in such loveliness. The Old Rugged Cross displays a
beauty in which God delights when considering.
Compare how the wickedness of man grieuea’ him at
his heart (KJV), before the ﬂood, with what was ahead
in His plan when He discerned the pleasing fragrance
of Christ Jesus.

26Gerri’t Verlzuyl, The Modern Language Bi]ale; (Grancl
Rapicls: Zondervan Pul)lishing House, 1945), p. 5.
27 .

Verleuyl, op. cit., p.7
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At the omniscient and omnipresent Sig}lt of Jesus’

cross, God’s heart spolze to all men, I will not again

curse, I will not again smite, because man’s only

pre is in My Son’s work of rea’emption on the
28

Cross.

Tl‘le Wav 0£ Grace fOI' US Sinners

This is the way of God with sin, both in His
dealings with the antediluvian world, with His
dealings with Noah, and with us. God’s clealings
with Noah is the like ][igure of our spiritual
salvation.” The difference between the
antediluvian world and us is the difference between
grief and grace. The one punishes, the other
pardons. The one scrutinizes wickedness in man,
the other enchants God with His own Glory in His
Son. Distinctive grace creates the pardon, the
enchantment, and the difference. Through the
same payment that delighted His heart in Noah's
time, God toclay and forever discerns a sweet savor
o][ /1][e unto /1][e when He considers the work of His
Son, Jesus Christ. The distinctiveness of grace is

that man must be its recipient if God is to be
averted from juclging our sins. The condition of
man’s imagination is one that is to’caﬂy enveloped
in sin and filled with violations of God’s Law. That
warrants God's swift and just punishment. The
flood changed not}ling, but God’s consideration
was changed. Only as God made provision for

* The spiri’cual “gist” of Genesis 8:21-22. I Peter 3:21
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wicked mankind through the death of His Son can
any hope of saving grace be ours as evil humans. In
Noah's day God looked ahead into the sugerings
of His Son in order to grant grace, but today He
looks clirectly into the scars of Jesus’ Locly seated at
His right hand. Qurs is simply to believe the
payment sufficient and that the grace is
for’chcoming. Through Particular and Universal
and Distinctive Sovereign Grace, God has
sufficiently supplied the payment and made the
choices; now, it is ours to respond in

aclznowledgement, obedience, and worship. Amen.



