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AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
Accor(iing to Jesus and His Doctrines of Grace

CHAPTER 3
AUTHENTIC SEVERE DISCIPLESHIP
AND COMMITMENT

AN EXPOSITORY STUDY OF
LUkE 14:25-35

PREFACE TO CHAPTER 3

From the very loeginning of the Christian experience (initiai
saivation) Jesus becomes Lord as well as Savior. That Lorclsiiip
over His (iisciples is essential at i)eginning and cluring and
conciuding Ci'iristianity in this present pi'iase. Jesus’ Lorclsiiip is as
basic as deliverance from sin. In iact, it is itself the fundamental of
deliverance from sin. One is not delivered from sin from any other
source except the Lo_rd Jesus Christ. Lor(iship is the essential of
salvation because of the resurrection, not oniy proving He is indeed
Lord of Creation, but i)y aiiirming His death as ai)soiuteiy
sufficient for His Lorcisi'iipis reign over, and thus His deliverance
from, His disciples’ sin. No disciple exists an authentic disciple
without this Lorcisi'iip. There is no deliverance from sin without
the reigning Lordship of the Savior over the sin in every (iiscipie.
Hence, Jesus must be Lord else He is not Savior, both in essential
reality of His Saviorhood and in the essential reaiity of the

salvation of His authentic cliscipies.

Throughout the years of ministry among a iarge number of
very distinct churches (yet cach presuming always to be Christ’s
Bible-oriented ciiurcii), we have seen much deviation from real

Christianity, in doctrine and in liiestvie.
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By deviate lifestyle we mean that peopie who profess to be

real followers of Jesus Christ live lives that are so ioreign to His
ways as to be a reproaci'i upon Biblical truth. These proiessors of
reiigion live as though Christian discipleship is a sideline, a partiai
i'ioi)i)y, and a sometime on, sometime oii, experience. With these
preten(iers everytiiing comes before Christ—business, joi), iamiiy,
recreation. But authentic ciiscipiesiiip isa supernaturai enai)iing i)y
the Sovereign Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus’ teaching in Luke 14:25-
35, our stuciy text for this ci'iapter, requires that ai)soiuteiy noti'iing

will come before Him in genuine or authentic ciiscipies.

By deviate doctrine we mean failure to comprei'iencl Jesus’

sovereigniy provi(ie(i grace that effects His require(i (iiscipiesiiip in
fallen humans. In Luke 14 Jesus requires the life of a ciiscipie be
lived for virtue, for others, and for Him. The doctrine held i)y these
vast numbers of reiigious proiessors argues a Ci'iristianity void of
God’s grace and void of God’s initiation, as if peopie of fallen
natures can be gooci, do gooci now, and hence experience gooci in
the afterlife from themselves and i)y themseives, while iiving oniy

ior ti'iemseives.

Christ showed in Luke 14:1-14 that iove—mercy, humiiity,
and graciousness—are vital realities in His real ciiscipies; and in
verses 15-24, He taugiit those virtues come oniy through a
spiritual caliing from His Hoiy Spirit, Who ci'ianges the natural
human into the supernaturai ciiscipie iay an ai’cogether sovereign
act. Christ’s teaci'iing in verses 25-35, our text for this chapter,
shows that His supernaturai (iiscipie rejects, turns irom, and
repuciiates all other reia’cionsiiips with other persons, possessions,
and primacies, in favor of Jesus Christ. This expository stu(iy in
this ci'iapter clarifies this teaciling from Jesus Christ concerning
the supernaturai (iiscipie and is the truth of His require(i Authentic
Severe Discipiesi'iip.

Amen!
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The Severity of Christian Disciplesl'lip
Luke 14:25-35

*And there went great multitudes with him: and he
tumea’, and said unto them.

ZOI][ any man come to me, and hate not his fatlzer, and
motlzer, and wife, and chi/alren, and Zvretlzren, and sisters,
yea, and his own /ife also, he cannot be my aliscip/e.

" And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
aﬂer me, cannot be my aliscip/e.

*For whidh of you, intenc[ing to build a tower, sitteth
not down ﬁrst, and counteth the cost, whether he have
suﬂ;'cient to ﬁnisl’t it?

P est kap/y, after he hath laid the founc]ation, and is
not able to ﬁnisl’t it, all that behold it Zvegin to mock him,

BOSaying, This man Legan to build, and was not able
to ﬁnisl’t.

*Or what leing, going to make war against another
leing, sitteth not down ﬁrst, and consulteth whether he be
able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against
him with twenty thousand?

%Or else, while the other is yet a great way oﬁ[, he
sendeth an aml»assage, and desireth conditions o][ peace.

%S0 likewise [better, So tkerefore], whosoever he be of
you that forsa/eetlz not all that he lzatl't, he cannot be my
stcév/e.
“Salt is good: but 1f the salt have lost his savor,
wherewith shall it be seasoned?

*Tt is neither ﬁt for the land, nor yet for the alunglzi//;
but men cast it out. He that hath ears to lzear, let him
hear. Luke 14:25-35
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Volume II, Chapter 3

AUTHENTIC SEVERE DISCIPLESHIP
AND COMMITMENT

ITS SEVERITY ACCORDING TO JESUS
AND HIS DOCTRINES OF GRACE

Authentic Discip/eslzip is Determined on/y [Jy
Jesus Whose Discip/es We Are.

AN EXPOSITORY STUDY OF Luke 14:25-35

The Sword and the Trowel:
The Battles and Building of Christ

True discipleship is not easy, but is strict and
uncompromising, and connotes a total absence of soi’cness, iaxity,
and irivoiity. Christ could never win the battles to be iougiit
against His archenemies’ forces if He attempted to fight with
seii—inciuigent and lax ciiscipies. He has no room in His army for
slack and siuggish warriors else His cause in the gospei be i)rougiit
to reproacii, and shame be attributable to His Father's name.

In addition, Jesus requires rigici and tigi'it, exact and precise
discipleship for the building of His church. He assembles His own
Bociy as the periect structure, manciating workmen who hold a
piumi) iine, and fit the structure togetiler true to the level. Every
joint must be fitted exactiy with no loose, careless, or sioppiiy laid
stones. There is aiways the possii)iiity of iaiiing His quaiity controi,
or of running short of resources, or iacizing patience, or
Stea(iiastness, or strengtii, or one of the ten thousand other
requireci means; therefore Jesus” own standards require Him to
demand no less from His (iiscipies than He require(i of Himself.
Indeed, Jesus Christ has oniy a severe ciiscipiesi'iip to offer men.
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A Sanctified Strategy

Christ’s strategy is simpie. The enemy is formidable; Satan
is a Wor’ci'iy opponent. He is imposing and impressive in his evil
sanction and use of devious and conniving and underhanded and
deceitful tactics i)y all his veteran corps. How could Jesus expect to
win for the honor and giory of His Father's King(iom if He were to
enlist anything but the best for His army and i)uiiciing crew? He
needs hard and stern, tougii and serious, (iiscipies if He is to win,
else when using flesh-entrenched troops ti'iey retreat or turn
against Him in the heat of battle, else while iasiiioning His Bociy
some hideous, siiai)i)y, and unstable i)uiiciing emerge from the
ﬂesiiiy—oriente(i designs of carnal propensities. No! This must not
be. Such a ’ci'iing must not be even imagineci; therefore Jesus made
it clear that His quaiiiica’cions for true discipleship call for
stringency and austerity. Discipies must have a clisposition that is
compieteiy sold-out to His cause. His sanctified strategy is to win
at all cost; and that cost is a severity of life in His ciiscipies, which

alone assures honorable victory in the hoiy war, and a majestic

embodiment of Himself in His Church.

This teaching from Jesus is the most poignant and
penetrating of His requirements for success where Jerusalem and
Israel had failed. This is Jesus’ ultimate word regarcling authentic
ciiscipieship.

Contextual Considerations

These severe requirements for ciiscipiesiiip are immersed in
the events of this Sabbath (iay and with Christ’s compiaint of the
Jew's cieiiciency concerning their clu’cy to receive Him, and to fulfill

Jerusalem’s task serve to God.

The same day there came certain o][ the Pharisees,
saying unto lzim, Get thee out, and Jepart hence: for Herod
will kill thee.

00 Matthew 10:16
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azAnJ he said unto tlzem, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold
I cast out devi/s, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the
third Jay I shall be perj[ecteal.

33Nevert}1eless I must walk today, and tomorrow, and the
Jay fo”owing: ][or it cannot be that a proplzet perislz out o][
]erusalem.

340 ]erusa/em, ]erusa/em, which killest the proplzets,

and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how o][ten would T
have gatlzereal tlzy children togetlzer, as a hen doth gatlzer her
brood under her wings, and ye would not!

3SBehoH, your house is /eft unto you desolate: and veri/y
I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when
ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name o][ the
Lord. Luke 13:31-35

The first of Christ’s ministry had for three years been
aimed at veri£ying to His disciples Who He was. Until Peter’s
great confession, Christ had Ly miracles and teaching shown
conclusively that He was the Christ, the Son o][ the /iving God.”
Since that confession, Christ has now to teach His disciples of
His coming death, resurrection, and departure. The Apostles
especiaﬂy had to have His Deity firmly fixed prior to their
confrontations with their Messiah’s death, not to mention
Christ’s emphasis now upon their similarly self—deprecating life
of severity as His disciples. This overricling emphasis
concerning authentic cliscipleship then becomes paramount for
that essential training to ready His disciples for that day of His

exoclus.

Luke’s arrangement has laid a foundation for this teaching
concerning full and unreserved commitment to Christ. In the just
given paral)le, it is Christ's Servant that is instrumental in
assuring lovers of Jesus their power and proviclecl provisions to be
authentic disciples. Luke now will give Christ’s most stringent and

clemancling requirements for His Disciples.
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F‘oiiowing this teaching on His severe discipleship in our
text, Luke 14:25-35, Jesus described the kind of men who are
called into His King(iom—not rigiiteous or gociiy or guiitiess,
but oniy the lost, 15:1-32. First they are sought for ioy Him,
Jesus, Tiie Great Siiepher(i. Secon(i, tiie Hoiy Spirit iiiumines
them concerning their lost condition. And third, tiiey are Divineiy
chosen, Provi(ientiaiiy preparecl, and awaited and ionge(i for, i)y the
Father. Qniy lost and hopeiess prociigais can be enabled to become

true (iiscipies, because oniy they who are made self-aware of
personal evil and emptieci of self, as was the procligai son, are reaciy
to be called to Christ. Qniy then can a man be made fit for joining
Christ in ioattiing for and i)uiiciing up the Kingciom of God.

Analvsis of the Text

Qur text verses, Luke 14:25-35, records Christ’s teaci'iing
that just such an emptying of self and just such spiritual
preparation as related in the parai)ies of the Lost (Luke 15:1-32)
and the Great Supper (Luke 14:15-24) are necessary for true

ciiscipieship, because it is a severe and harsh, (iemanciing,

(iiscipiesiiip. The severe characteristics of mercy, humiiity, and
graciousness aireaciy presentecl in verses I-14, are now joineci ioy
this severe austerity of compiete devotion to Christ’'s work of
Kingciom priority. In fact, this severe cliscipiesi'iip can oniy be
realized in those who have indeed been (iivineiy and spiritualiy
called, and then empowerecl i)y the same Spirit Who originaiiy
called. The terms of God’s spirituai caiiing and its severe
conditions, which are impossi]oie for and repuisive to men of the
natural reaim, are accurateiy and essentiaiiy related in our text

verses.

Christ had been teaciiing His (iiscipies of the coming
death and resurrection awaiting Him in ]erusalem (Luke 0:22),
and had Himself steaal][ast/y set his ][ace to go to ]erusa/em (Luée

0:52). His crown would be set aside in favor of a cross, and it is
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that cross which is now to be the clisciples7 burden also. He must
have in His disciples the same kind of austere and devoted
cliscipline that compeﬂecl Him under the threat of death on to
Jerusalem, if He would ultimately accomplish the intended
oljjective of His death at Jerusalem. Therefore, Jesus first stated
plainly His terms for discipleship in Luke 14:25-27. Second He
justifiecl those terms for cliscipleship through two para]oles and a
summarizing requirement in Luke 14:28-33. And third, He
appliecl those terms for cliscipleship through the use of a final
parabolic illustration in Luke 14:34-35. In accord with this

analysis, we would divide our exposition thusly:

I. Christ Declares His Severe Terms for
Authentic Discipleship, =~ Luke 14:25-27.
I1. Christ Requires His Severe Terms for
Authentic Discipleship, Luke 14:28-33.
I1I. Christ Applies His Severe Terms for
Authentic Discipleship, Luke 14:34-35.
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I. CHRIST DECLARES HIS SEVERE TERMS FOR
AUTHENTIC DISCIPLESHIP

And many multitudes were going along with Him, and lzaving
sua’a’enly turned, He said to them,

If anyone comes to Me and hates not his father and mother
and wlf‘e and children and brothers and sisters, and yet ][urtlzer, even
his own soul, he is not able to be My clisciple.

Whoever does not support his own cross as a [persona/]
burden, and come behind me, is not able to be a Jiscip/e of Mine.
Luke 14:25-27 ADT '

Having now left the Sabbath day feast, our text has Jesus
continuing His tour of Perea with great multitudes foﬂowing Him in
His final approach to Jerusalem. But there is a close connection
between this first recorded teaching foﬂowing that feast and the
teaching of the Parable of the Great Feast given at that Sabbath day
feast. That paralale (vs. 15-24) centered upon His Servant compeuing
the Gentiles to enter the King(lom. This work of compeuing is the
effectual work of the Holy Spirit, perceptilaly effected through the
testimonies of the disciples of Jesus throughout this gospel period. The
substance of the invitations are the testimonies of word and life loy the
subjects of the Kingdom, who are the disciples of Jesus, being validated
Ly the Servant in the para]ole, the Holy Spirit. As they live merciful,
humble, loving , and gracious hves, their testimonies of truth are
carried home to hearts through the operations of the Holy Spirit. But
that Servant, the Holy Spirit, must have dedicatecl, elite, and intense
clisciples through whom to work. Christ means to show exactly and
clearly the severity of His own terms of discipleship. He must maintain
a certain class of clisciple with whom His Holy Spirit will work in order
to carry out His important work of Luilding His Kingdom7s ranks with
fit soldiers of the cross.

Y We will place our translation throughou’t this exposition. It is not meant to
replace the Authorized Version or any other translation, but is included in order
to help readers in personal s’cudy and un&erstanding of this passage. It is the result
of considerable stucly and mech’cation, and will be &eno’ted, ADT.
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]erusalem had failed in the task assignecl it l)y Christ. Now He
would establish a new order so that the Great Feast in heaven would be
filled with guests. Once for a short time, Jemsalem stood as the
garrison of God’s mighty battles against sin in man. [t stood as the
Temple of the Living God. But now Christ would install a new
Spiritual garrison from which to launch the holy war. He would build a
new Temple of hving stones for a habitation of God through the
Spirit. Consequently, he must set a higher priority for these soldiers

ancl Worlemen. He must ancl Wlﬂ succeecl where Jemsalem failecl.

Want-a-be Disciples

And many multitudes were going a/ong with Him, and lzaving
sua’a’enly turned, He said to them,2 Lulee 14:25 ADT

During this final period of His ministry, Christ’s cross was

becoming the dominant and ever increasing burdensome reality for
Him. Luke 0:51 confirms this in the WOI'(],S, He steaa’fast/y set his ][ace
to go to ]erusa/em. Christ was approaching a cross of sugering,
humiliation, and in the end of it aﬂ, death. What disgrace and
dishonor would be temporarily associated with such an ignominious
end! These thousands of unthinleing people flocked around Him in
order to share in His crown. Like the Pharisee to whom Jesus had just
taught the Parable of the Great Feast, these multitudes of followers
were mindful only of the externalized lzingdom for externalized
Subjec’cs. These 5,000 plus were £ouowing behind Jesus as He walked.
Jesus, after a sudden physical turn to face them (Greelz aorist, pointed
tense), spolze to them this teaching about true discipleship. He meant
to check their hollow, earthly enthusiasm through this very deliberate
and calculated act. If they reaﬂy understood that a cross awaited Him
at Jerusalem and not a crown, their ardor would cool consi(leral)ly.

’ Jesus was followed l)y a great multitude KJV. The Greek has the same words used
Ly ]ohn of the feeding of the 5,000 in Jn. 0:2, rendered there a great multitude
KJV, cp. 0:10; the only difference ]oeing the Greek singulars in ]ohn (Ox)\O§
TID)\U._C, lit. “a crowd much”) while the words in our text are plural (oxnAot

ToAAoL, lit. “crowds many’). This means that the number here fouowing Jesus
during His final approach to Jerusalem was a crowd of at least 5,000, pro]oal)ly
much greater, as suggestecl })y the plurals in Luke.
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Their eager appiause would dim to cries of Cruci][y Him,

C’ruci][y Him, and to a Give us Barabbas. Then the spirituai
Kingciom would be inaugurateci i)y His death. The death of the

King was require(i. Even before Caivary He was aireaciy i)earing His
unseen cross, carrying the reaiity of His suiierings of guiit for the
sins of His own peopie. It iay iieaviiy upon His consciousness until
iinaiiy the sweat as cirops of blood would test His faithfulness to
the task of the King(iom ideal realized in Himself. This dramatic
act of turning sucicieniy would check the wild eagerness of the
ignorant multitude of want-a-be (iiscipies. Jesus is about to declare
the severity of ciiscipiesiiip, because He wished no followers upon
whom He could not count in the heat of battle or in the grueiing
pace of i)uiiciing His Kingciom’s ranks. He desired no discipleship
numbers for numbers’ sake. He would stop false want-a-be

ciiscipiesiiip in its false want-a-follow tracks.

Lulze, in the order of his gospei, means for this and all the
sui)sequent teaci'iing on this Sabbath ciay to confirm the
appropriateness of Jerusaiem’s rejection that he recorded in 13:35.
]erusaiem and all Tsrael lacked this true spirit of rigorous pursuit of
God’s reign in every(iay life. This rigor of commitment, this
stringency, this austere self-extermination, would prove to be the
foundation of the King(iom in Christ Himself. Thereiore, He requires
no less in His ciiscipies, and He will declare in no uncertain terms the

extreme harshness of His commanded (iiscipiesiiip.
A Question of Priorities

If anyone comes to Me and hates not his father and mother
and wlf‘e and children and brothers and sisters, and yet furtlzer even
his own soul, he is not able to be a clisciple of Mine.

Luke 14:26 ADT
Jesus elsewhere confirmed love for one’s iamiiy, and that
men are to honor parents (q.v. Mt. 15:3—0). Even when hanging on
His cross, Jesus remembered and honored His mother (]olzn.

10:25-27). Jesus taught that kind of iove, but here He means for
all who come to Him to understand the appropriate difference
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between adherence to Him and adherence to family, and yet ffurtlzer
even to his own soul. The interchange of feelings between family
members, and yet furtlzer even within oneself for oneself, must be
properly consigned. Proper priorities must be aclznowledged and
observed.

Comparative Hate

esus uses the word hate in its comparative meanin ; that is,
p g

hate suggests here “to prize less clearly.” The same use is found in

Genesis 20:31 when the Lord saw that Leah was hated [by Jacob].
But in Genesis 20:30, Jaco]o’s love for Leah is conﬁrmecl, while
being readily aclznowledged as less than his love for Rachel, He
[]acoL] loved a/ﬂ Rachel more than Leah. The word also requires
that we aclenowle(lge Jacob’s love for Leah also. This comparative
hate does not void human love, but consigns it to its lesser

importance in comparison to the higher and eternal divine love.

The Lord’s words here, and yet furtlzer [you are to lzate] your
own soul (/i][e in K]V, ASV), would be in direct contradiction to the
apostle’s word in Eplzesians 5:20, if taken very literaﬂy in their

fullest meaning, and this comparative meaning is not understood,

For no man ever yet hated his own ﬂeslz; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.
Ephesians 5:20

But Jesus’ own teaching clsewhere will clari{:y this human love

versus divine love ,

He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life
in this world shall leeep it unto li][e eternal.

[Added emph.]]olm 12:25

The little phrase, in this world, signiﬁes the life meant. Certainly,
no disciple is to hate the Life that is possessecl of God! And so it is
the same with the hate in our text. This love for family is reaﬂy an
altogether human love in this world. While it is not to be conceived
as a “worlcﬂy love,77 still it is a love that is of this WOI'lCl, of this
flesh, of this physical existence. It is as Paul said in II Corinthians
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5:10, leerefore Zzence][ortlz know we no man aﬁer the ]Z]eslz. He

meant that the mere human rela’cionships are of no importance as
regarcls his spiritual ministry, but only the divine, the everlasting,
the infinite rela’cionships with other men are to be considered as
Wor’chy of his attention.

What Jesus is teaching is this: When one comes to Him, all
other attractions in life are of less importance than the new close
relationship that He must establish with His disciple. Even those
between husband and wife will not come before His. In fact, one’s
1oyalties and priorities will center upon Him alone. Even in one’s
own soul (/i][e KJV) Christ demands absolute prececlence. It is in
one’s soul that this foremost position is to be granted Christ. The
soul is the medium which houses the likes and clislilzes, one’s
desires or inclinations about one and a thousand even trivial as well
as important ideas and concepts and things. [t is one’s thoughts or
ideas about a million things. It controls what one desires and
decides in this life. It is the course of one’s dreams and ambitions.
The soul is everything of one’s life; it is one’s “Leing," or identity,
in one’s self-consciousness in its entirety. That, all that, takes a
second seat to true discipleship. Coming to Chris’c, reaﬂy coming
to Christ, gives all that up for Him; that giving up for Him is itself
th_e priority.

That is the 1oyalty requirecl, clemanclecl, expected, and warned
about l)y Jesus. The life in this world, and all else in this place down
here that is the activity of human existence takes a seconclary place
to Him and to His work. Every disciple lives in this wor/a], and even
though a resident of it, gives up his prerogatives for it. Before
coming to Christ, one possesses exclusive rights and privileges toa
peculiar franchise called life or hving or “&oing one’s own ’cl’xing.’7
But as a true disciple to the true King in the true Kingdom, all
that is changed. One’s individual rights are given up to the King
and Savior. One’s pecuhar prerogatives in a_ﬂ pursuits of life are
seconclarily regarclecl. Now, the King, the Christ Whom this new

disciple has approached, sets upon the Id or inner throne of one’s
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Self. Now the seii—ego has given way to the Inciweiiing Christ. No
ionger is the priority oneseii, but now it is He. That is authentic

discipleship; and that is what Jesus still claims tociay from all
would-be (iiscipies.

Hate?

However, if this comparative meaning for hate were
conciusiveiy and iinaiiy a(iopte(i, Wiiy did not Jesus Simpiify it i)y
saying that? He could have saici, “If anyone comes to Me and does
not prize less (ieariy his iatiler, etc., he is not able to be My
ciiscipie." While strictest interpretation must acienowiecige the
comparative meaning given above, still one must not discount
aitogeti'ier the idea of pei'iect and unai)ri(ige(i hate. If one asked
Jacoi), “Do you @ Leah? Sureiy you must love her a little. She
has borne your children. She is your first and, therefore, true wife.
Do you reaﬂy hate her?” He might ampiiiy this concept of hate
which our Lord also used i)y answering, “Yes, | do hate Leah when
compare(i to the love I have for Rachel. When Leah hurts Rachel
or hinders my relations with Rachel, I hate her. T hate anyti'iing
and everyone who would in any way affect my love for Rachel.”

This idea is also in our Lorci’s words.

When iatiier, or motiier, or Wiie, or yet iurtiier, one’s own
soul’s desires and decisions estrange one from Christ, the true
(iiscipie will feel absolute hate towards them or it. In iact, the whole

of all the created tiiings in this world’s enterprise, which opposes
his Christ and Lord, is hated ai)soiuteiy i)y the true (iiscipie.

For whoever hath obtained from Christ a full
lznowiedge, taste, and desire of God and iieavenly
l)lessings,...has also a contempt and hatred of self and of
the whole creature [i-e. creation] that is sul)ject to vanity,
a hatred at once noble and at the same time devoid of all

bitterness.’ —John Albert Bengel, 1864

*John Albert Bengel, New Testament Word Studisand Rapids: Kregel,
1971) I, pp. 169-70.
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Do you hate the life in this world? If not, you are not His
(iiscipie. Everytiiing in this WOI'iCl, everytiiing in the ﬂesh, and every
exercise of the Devil is opposecl to your Lord. Everything of this

world seeizs, and successiuﬂy accomplishes in (iifiering (iegrees, to
separate you from the Savior. You must hate everyti'iing o][ this
world , even those things or(iinariiy closest to you, if and when tiiey
hinder your relation to and the enterprises of your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. If you cannot hate those things listed here i)y Jesus,
you as well cannot be His ciiscipie.

My Own Cross

Whoever does not support his own cross as a [persona/]
burden, and come behind me, is not able to be a dfscip/e of Mine.
Luke 14:27 ADT

The words of Jesus about hate for one’s own life led into this
additional expianation of the severity of discipleship. He moves
from hate to (ieatii, the @ of one’s own soul or life. The true
ciiscipie bears (KJV) or supports his own cross. There are in the
Greek New Testament three words that the human writers used to
describe cross i)earing. In Matthew and Mark alpw is used when

(iescrii)ing the action of Simon i)earing the cross for Jesus on His

way to Caivary. The word tiiey used empi'iasizeci the “taieing up’ or
“picizing up’ the cross. Luke used the word ww‘}ien reierring to the
same incident to emphasize the movement or transport of the cross ioy
Simon. Oniy JOl’ln used this Greek word for Christ’s cross i)earing
which is also found here in Luke 14:27 , Baotalw.

The meaning of this word is best understood in its use of Jesus’
own weakened support of His wooden cross. He had been beaten,
iasiie(i, and piiysicauy abused. The extremities of His injuries are
understood best i)y stuciying the Old Testament propi'iecies because
tiiey best (iepict and describe His condition at that time. He had been
severeiy traumatized and was infirm to the point of nearing an entry
into shock. Simon was not i)odiiy weakened when conscripte(i to carry

the cross ; therefore o [PW or CEPW is used of his cross i)earing. He was
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i'ieaiti'iy and in goocl physical condition. But for Jesus the cross was

an enormous load. He was weakened to the point of iinaﬂy i)eing
pi'iysicaiiy unable to continue to carry it at all. Reaiizing this, the
soldiers in ciiarge drafted Simon to carry it the rest of the way to
Caivary. The point of all this expianation is this: Christ referred to
the cross i)earing of true discipleship in those same terms as His
own burdensome and exi'iausting cross. This Greek word is not used
ireeiy of cross i)earing in the Scripture. It is reserved for real,
arduous, strenuous, and onerous carrying of a Weigilt which tries
and tests one’s endurance. Just as Jesus' cross was more than He
could pi'iysicaiiy endure, so also is the cross of ciiscipiesiiip often so

exiiausting that the true (iiscipie may be neariy overcome from its

i)urclen.

The ciiscipie’s cross is not borne as a iigi'it, easiiy lifted and
carried oi)ject. It will be to the cliscipie as Jesus' cross was to His
weakened and frail condition. It will be a burdensome
inconvenience and perpiexing distress. The false thought is often
presenteci, thinieing to exalt Christ and to encourage some
weakened soui, that Christ will aiways bear your cross with you, and
that He will aiways make it a pieasing and iree—irom—impossii)ie—
trials affair. But Jesus says that our cross of discipieship is as His
cross, and it is a personal cross. We must bear it, support its awful
taxing and rigorous demands upon us, and no one else. Qur cross
may indeed become so weigi'ity that we fall under its stress, but
unlike Jesus Who had Simon, we have the inner In(iweiiing Christ
to i'ieip with the spirituai and emotional, but not the pi'iysicai. We
also find in the church Christians who heed the admonition to bear ye

one another’s Z)ura]ens, but our crosses are personai; therefore that

reference is not to cross i)earing. We must take up our own Cross and
alone bear it as we go in behind Him to our own personai Caivary. Our
personai cross will be a i)ur(ien; just as Christ’s cross was extremeiy
i'iinclering, just as it was an impeciiment to orclinary movement, just as
it offered only stricture and confinement, just as it was tiring and

exiiausting and painfui, so also will the ciiscipie find his own cross.
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The cross of true ciiscipiesiiip will never be any Jci'iing that
Christ’s cross was not. Since Jesus’ cross was voiuntary, so is His
ciiscipie’s cross. No sickness or injury, no provicien’ciai accident, no
ugiy circumstance, is a real cross. Nothing that comes upon us
involuntarily is cross i)earing. We take our own personai cross up
and come after Jesus i)y an act of our volition. And it cannot be a
shared i)urcien; that is, a irienci, or loved one, or one’s pastor, or
spouse, cannot lessen its Weight. Each cross is as particular as was
Christ’s. No one could have borne Christ’s cross except the
Goci—man; no one could periorm the task require(i i)y Christ’s cross
but Jesus. And aiso, my Worizs, whatever the burden or cost, can
oniy be periorme(i i)y my own self-sacrifice and death to self.
Furthermore, Christ’s cross was Vicariousiy carried for others. Tt
was just to benefit others that Jesus carried the cross to Caivary,
certainiy not to pay for His own crimes. Likewise, the cross of true
(iiscipieship is a seii—humi)iing dissolution of self-interests in order
to promote the welfare and gooci of others. His cross determines

the iimits and sets the broad parameters of our crosses.

The Enterprise of Jesus: The Cross

Bach ciiscipie has a specific burden (cross) in a particuiar area

of service to be carried out to compietion in the face of all
opposition or difficulties. But the proiunciity of the cross concept
and a (iiscipie’s (iuty to bear it, is best understood in the iigiit of the

then common practice of crucifixion.

[t was an often repeate(i spectacie for a convicted criminal to
be seen carrying a rather iarge wooden beam upon which he was to
be put to death. While at times the beams or poies for crucifixions
were aireaciy at the site of execution, other times when ti'iey had to
be taken to the site, the condemned persons were made to carry
them. A man must suffer a terrii)iy excruciating and agonizing
death i)y i)eing nailed to a poie stuck in the groun(i, and to add to
the insult, he is forced to exert his last remaining strengtii to i'ieip
Suppiy his own personai impiement for it all. The very last activity
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of his life, of enjoying i)eing an entity, of aciiieving and existing as
a iiving creature, must be spent in an activity that oniy promotes
the end of it all. That is what cross i)eai'ing is about.

Jesus spent the last waning energies of pi'iysicai life i)earing
the same instrument i)y which His life would be ended. He was so

weakened that His Human creatureliness cried out within Him,

Conserve your energies, you are weak, your life is
nearly drained, save your life and cease this foolish work
of Learing the instrument that will end your life. Stop
contril)uting to your own demise! Your very actions are
draining your endurance, and all this spending of yourself
is only going to hasten your own death. Stop carrying that
cross and save yourself.

True discipleship? What is it? It is that same cross i)earing
as Jesus’ was. It is spen(iing yourseii for others, which exertions are
the very means of an unalterable end to your own chief desires
(Seiiishness). Such a death to self comes oniy when one has come
aﬁer Jesus. The word a][ter means “behind,” and is used iigurativeiy
i)y Jesus in the sense of an adherent. Christ is (ieman(iing of you
and of me that this cross i)earing be done as an adherent of His, as
a (iiscipie, as a follower. The (iiscipie comes right behind Christ.
We bear the burden of our crosses just as He did. There is a
succession of supporters right behind Jesus, ioiiowing Him with
the same actions and ministry as He had. Everything that His
Cross i)earing was, ours must i)e, short of atonement. All the
enterprises of Christ were wrappeci up in His i)earing His own
cross, and then dying upon it. Simiiariy, every discipie is to be
engagecl in that same kind of fatalistic enterprise as Christ. We
must contribute to our own pecuiiar death to seii, bare the burdens
of our service Voiuntariiy, and exert our remaining energies to
fulfill the eternal purpose of our Father in iieaven, all the while
iznowing iuiiy that these actions which we take ii'i'eversi]oiy
guarantee and iieigiiten our own loss of seiiiii life.
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II. CHRIST JUSTIFIES HIS SEVERE TERMS FOR
AUTHENTIC DISCIPLESHIP

For who of you Jesiring to build a tower, would not fi'rst, when
you sat Jown, count the cost, 1][ he has [suﬂi’cient] for comp/etion?

Unless, when he has laid a foundation and not lzaving
resource to fi'nislz, all who see Iyegin to ridicule him,

Saying, This is the man. He I)egan to build and had no
wherewithal to ﬁnislz.

Or what /eing going to attack another leing in war sits not
down ﬁrst and determines 1flze is miglzty with ten thousand to
meet [aalequate/y] him who comes with twenty thousand.

Otherwise, while he is ][ar oﬁ[, he sends an envoy asleing the
things toward peace. Luke 14:28-32 ADT

After expiaining the severity of His terms for discipleship,

Jesus now i)egins to justify those terms to His hearers. Jesus wants
us to understand wiiy He demands such a severe (iiscipiesiiip. He
does this tiirougii the use of two parai)ies, meant to exonerate any
ciiarge of unfairness for such demands as He has just stated.

A SWOI(I anci a Trowei

And I say unto t}lee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church; and the gates o][ hell shall not
prevai/ against it. Matthew 10:18

After the great confession of Jesus’ Deity i)y Peter, Jesus then
made His own great confession as to His use of His powers of Deity
as the Savior of men. He announced that He was to build His
Church, His Bociy, and be its Head to suppiy it with iiving entity,
and to make of it an alive organism. In this process of i)uiiciing, He
would battle the gates of hell and prevaii against the Devil and the
evil he promotes. His enterprises of louiiciing His Bociy, and the
sui)sequent warfare that this invoives, are difficult tasks. Tilerefore,
He must have oniy dedicated ciiscipies such as verses 20 and 27
described. Here in these two parai)ies He is suggesting to us that if
pianning a i)uiiciing, we make sure it will be compieteci; and if ﬁghting

a war we would not settle for defeat if we had opteci for no compromise.

Ti'ierefore, i’lOW mU.Ci'l more must He.
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I am louilcting an habitation of God through the
Spirit. I am pulling down strongholds througtl the might
of God. I must have the very best adherents for handling
the sword and the trowel in order to complete My t)uilding

and to win the 1101y war.
—Jesus Christ, 35 AD

In that way Jesus Spealzs to us through these two parat)les.

A Completed Building
For who o][ you a’esiring to build a tower, would not

ﬁrst, when you sat Jown, count the cost, i][ he has
[suﬂ;'cient] ][or comp/etion ?

Unless, when he has laid a foundation and not lzaving
resource to ﬁnislz, all who see Legin to ridicule him,

Saying, This is the man. He [Jegan to build and had
no wherewithal to ﬁnislz. Luke 14:28-30

Great care must be taken in interpreting this and the second
para]ole. It is imperative that strict rules for interpreting para]oles be
observed. This will guar(t against the all too common errors connected
with these and many other para]oles. Since a paral)le is a human story
which paraﬂels a spiritual truttl, and since a parat)lers characters and
ot;jects represent some true persons and ttlings, one must be careful
not to confuse the symt)ols with the spiritual realities. Those 5piritua1
realities are the reason for this paratjle. In the present paratales , Jesus is
not suggesting a disciple do in his own spiritual life what the tower
builder or 12ing did. Notice caretuﬂy the words of Jesus, For which o][
you (v.28). These words mean that this tower-builder is reaﬂy (toing
what any orctinary person would do. The tower—]ouilcter, the 1zing, and
Jesus’ listeners (we) are the symt)ols and not the spiritual reality of the
para]oles’ application. That is important to see. Common everyctay
1ogic, in other words just plain old common sense, represents some
other higtxer spiritual 1ogic used loy Whomever the tower-builder and
leing represent. Jesus is the spiritual Tower-builder and the spiritual

King representect loy those persons in the para]oles.
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He is not teaching in these two parai)ies, “This is what you are

to do to become a (iiscipie." But He is saying, Reasonable preparation
Ly any tlzinking person—any ofyou ffor instance, who wanted to avoid the
humiliation 0][ Z?@ing ridiculed—uwould not attempt to build a tower that his
resources could not comp/ete, or start a war he could not win. These
parai)ies are reveaiing Jesus’ strategy, and justiiy His strict
requirements for His ciiscipies. The pai'ai)ies show His own iogic, His
own pianning, and vindicate His proce(iures that will assure His final
and compiete success. He is the Tower-builder, and He is the King
represente(i in the parai)ies, Who counted the cost and is sure to finish
what He has started. His planning requirecl that He possess aciequate
resources in His hoiy construction and war; His sanctified rationale

calls for dedicated cliscipies. His builders and battlements will be of the

same excellent caliber as He.

The correct translation of verse 33 is the principai
reinforcement for this proper unclerstancling His words. After He gave
the parai)ies, Jesus immeciiateiy i)egan to appiy these terms of strict
discipleship, saying,

Under such circumstances, tlzerefore, every one of you who
4
does not repudiate all his resources " is not able to be a Jiscip/e o][

Mine. Luke14:33 ADT

The Authorized Version has contributed to the misun(iers’can(iing of
this entire passage i)y in_correctiy transiating the opening Greek particies of
verse 33, So likewise.” A tlzerefore, which is the correct transiation,

* The Greek word here used is interesting. It is a piurai neuter present participie
of LTIIPX W, which is a compoun(i, of LT, “under” + apxn, “i)eginning” in the
sense of existence or a sort of originaiity and autiiority. With the neuter participie,
it migii’t be rendered “’chings of existence,” with the idea of one’s possessions on
which we humans must subsist in order to maintain piiysicai life. The word

t_i.enotes absolute needs as well as wants.

° Here the Gk. reads out00 ouyv, lit. So tlzercforc, as also ASV, NAS, RSV. The
KJV, So likewise, is one of the more unfortunate translations in the usuaiiy
excellent Authorized Version, whose improper idea here of fikewise has been
continued in many modern translations and i)y most expositors to this (iay. The

proper un(ierstan(iing of this one Gk. phrase is the ieey toa| fn. cont.on next p-]
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i)rings the para]oies’ correlation to Jesus, and not to us ciiscipies. In
verse 33, Jesus is saying in effect:

I used common sense like these two in these paral)les,
just as you would in a similar situation, “therefore”
whoever does not repudia’ce every Worl(ily possession and
become entirely dedicated to Me, cannot be My cliscipie at
all. T have determined that to be successful I must have an
uncompromisingiy severe cliscipiesl‘iip corps.

—Jesus Christ, 35 AD

From eternity Jesus has pianne(i His Buii(iing (His Church,
us Ci'iristians) to be erected ciui'ing, and from the spoiis of, His
iioiy war. He chose each i)uii(iing stone,é and counted the supreme
cost for the cons’cruc’cion.7 The price for the construction of the
Buii(iing was also the first Royai Casuaity of the war, His own
precious Life. Discipies must also count the cost requireci for their
own (iiscipiesiiip. That is a part of this teaching on the severity of
discipleship, but oniy inciirectiy and in the sense of iznowing iuiiy
what true (iiscipiesiiip reaiiy entails before maizing a proiession of
Christ. This passage is not ciirectiy teaci'iing that in these para]oies,
but refers to Jesus’ cost counting alone. These two parai)ies teach

what Jesus had done from eternity.

A N o-corn'promise Warfare

Or what /eing going to attack another /eing in war sits
not down fi'rst and determines 1][ he is mig}lty with ten
thousand to meet [aa’equate/y] him who comes with twenty
thousand.

Otherwise, while he is far off, he sends an envoy as/eing the
t}tings toward peace. Luke 14:31-32 ADT

[Fn. cont. from prev. p.| proper unclerstancling of this entire passage, and just
what Jesus is reaiiy meaning. Just how instrumental this one mistranslated piirase
has been in minimizing Christ’s demand for severe (iiscipiesilip, and in cleveioping

the present (iay Laodician spirit of lukewarmness, oniy eternity will reveal.
0 Le. us Ciiristians, I Peter 2:4-5.
T Peter 1:2 with 2:5; ]olm 15:10 with Eplzesians 1:3-5.
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It was a somewhat common practice in the ancient world to
negotiate with a threa‘cening lzing&om if the odds were against
successfuﬂy repeﬂing their threat.

Behold I will stir up the Medes against them, which
shall not regara’ si/ver,' and as ][or go/d, they shall not Je/iglzt
in it. Isaiah 13:17

In this verse from Isaiah’s prophecy, God made plain to the Southern
Kingdom of Israel that Bal)ylon would one day be overrun Ly the
Medes, and in that clay the Medes would not negotiate when they
came against Judah’s enemy, Bal)ylon. Usuaﬂy, precious metals or
other lesser commodities could be given to appease a potential invader,
as referenced in Isaiah’s text; but the Medes would not be so easily
restrained from at’cacleing Bal)ylon.

In His paral)le, Jesus used that practice as an illustration, that of
sitting down first with an enemy to ransom one’s threatened land. But
unlike the sometimes-compromising earthly rulers, Jesus could not
make concessions to the evil forces of darkness and remain holy.
God’s victory must be complete. Therefore, that was out of the
question. Christ had alreacly considered this, and had determine that
to win He had to have soldiers who could unquestional)ly defeat such a

menacing enemy as Satan’s kingdom of darkness.

Satan and his forces present a formidable £oe; his armies are
well organizecl, filled with trained veterans who are battle-hardened.
He knows absolutely no restraints on his corrupt and treacherous
and deceitful tactics. No method is beneath his use. Also,
according to the numerics of the paral)le, twenty thousand against
ten thousand, the odds against Christ’s army are two to one. The
e(lge falls to the forces of darlzness, the odds are in favor of evil, and
much seems to be overwhelmingly against Christ’s final victory, if

He did not prepare His forces adequately.

These kinds of completely dedicated disciples, therefore, are
essential for total victory. He could not compromise the victory for

God, and compromise He must if His terms for His clisciples are
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not maintained. This means that all unfit cliscipies who seek to

engage the enemy will fail. Unfit (iiscipies are strangers to the
rigors of real cross i)earing, and are as David’s ffaint warriors who
shared in the victory over God’s enemies, but had to wait with the
stuﬁ[ while the battle was ioeing vmgeci.8 The privilege of si'iaring in
the actual defeat of the enemies of Christ, the joy in seeing the
“powers of hell” crushed before the powers of the Savior’s army,
the exhilaration of seeing men and women and i)oys and giris
a’e/iverec]][rom the power of[a]ar/eness, and translated into the Kinga’om
o][ His dear Son, the miracle of i)eing a part of transiating persons
][rom death into /i][e, is reserved for and is oniy possii)ie through a
Severeiy (iiscipiine& (iiscipieship corps. Christ’s forces will not be
overcome, or ever be allowed to compromise a compiete and final
victory in any way; therefore Jesus’ terms of severe discipleship are
necessary, and these facts of His strategy vindicate those severe

(ieman(is. Amen!
Dog-lappers onlv

And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred
men that /appeal will T save you, and deliver the Midianites

into thine hand: and let all the other peop/e go every man unto
his place. Judges 7:7

The children of Israel faced an overpowering antagonist in
the hordes of Midianites who had encampe(i in the east end of the
Plain of Esdraclon in the Land of Israel. Tiiey a’estroyea] the
increase of the eartlr..., and /eﬁ no sustenance ][or Isracl, ... ][or both
tlzey and their camels were without number: and tlzey entered into the
land to a[estroy it. They had impoveriskec] the peopie of God (]ualges
0:4-0). But God moved to deliver Israel through Gideon, and when
the time came for their (ieiiverance, He called him to the difficult
task. However, God had “counted the cost” for victory, and said to
Gideon, The peop/e that are with thee are too many ][or me to give the

Midianites into their lzanais, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me,

saying, Mine own hand hath saved me (]ualges 7:2). God must use
8 I Samuel 25:13; 30:10, 21-24
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an elite force of speciaiiy endowed men who would not shrink back
from the overwiieiming odds against them at some critical time. In
this way the victory would be so cieariy His own that the giory of
the victory would be His alone as Weii; therefore He instructed
Gideon to allow all the ][ear][u/ and a][raial to go home (7:3). There
had been 32,000 men with him for the engagement of God’s
enemies, now there were 10,000 (7:3). But there were still too
many for God’s use and giory.

God then instructed Gideon to make a final discriminatory
cut in their number i)y causing them to approacil a water source for
a drink. Out of the remaining 10,000, whoever put their mouths
on the water to suck up a drink were to return home with the
22,000 fearful men. However, Every one that /appetlz o][ the water
with his tongue, as a alog /appetlz, him shalt thou set Z)y Zzimself‘;...By
the three hundred men that /appea] will T save you, and deliver the
Midianites into thine hand (7:5). Out of those remaining 10,000,
oniy 300 men met God’s precise and severe requirement. Clzapters
7 and 8 relate how God gave [srael the decisive victory through
these 300 ciog—iappers. The host of Midian was enormous, the odds
against God’s forces were periiaps 500 to 1, but the rout of the

enemies was a ti'iorougi'i one.

The lesson to be learned is paraiiei to Christ’s teaciling in
our text. God had a strategy for victory that used oniy 300 select
men. Those men, i)y iapping up their water, perhaps from cuppe(i
hands raised up to their mouths, evidenced their primary concern,
not for the satisiying of seii—nee(i, but one of alertness and
intensity for God’s interests. The water-suckers fell to their knees
to fulfill their need for water quicieiy; it was their major concern,
reveaiing a mind to i)ociiiy needs. But the clog—iappers considered
their thirst oniy as secon(iary in importance. Tiiey must remain
uprigiit, alert, and the water cirinizing is oniy casuaiiy done. Oniy
with these kinds of (iiscipies would God win a battle of such
overwiieiming odds. Men who had their minds and their hearts in

Goci’s Woriz coui(i certainiy i)e counte(i on Wiien tiie awesome an(i
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nearly clevastating odds against God’s forces would be even more
distinguishable—500 to 1. God had counted the cost; He knew
that only attentive and self—clenying men—filled with the
importance and priority of God’s program—could assure a victory

when faced with the seemingly disastrous odds against winning.

This was also the sanctified rationale of Christ from beyond
eternity. He also counted the cost for l)uilcling and for ]oattling.
These severe terms of &iscipleship are necessary for the glory of the
victory to be inclisputal)ly God’s. The work of building His Church,
and the ferocious combat of His holy war plays upon the needs and
fears of His clisciples. True cliscipleship extracts an extremely
injurious and costly toll from disciples. That costly toll is not of
any spiritual value, that is, it will not cost any clisciple any eternal
endowments; but is the toll of Worlcﬂy concerns, pursuits, and
pleasures. The true clisciple must be set upon not maleing this
world—its wants or even its needs—his primary concern, motive,
or pursuit of this life. Therefore, Christ, as God did in Gideon’s
£orces, must refuse any untriecl, lazy, seH—indulgent, alive—to—SeH,
material-minded, and even necessity—minded followers. Only
disciples whose priorities are properly “dog—lapper oriented” will
succeed in the King's louilcling program and battlefield prowess.
They alone of all other kinds of disciples will face the overwhelming
odds against them in this world and never turn from the extreme
heat of the fiercest battles of the Lord. Accordingly, alert and
intense, cleacl—to—self—ancl—to—this—worlcl, clisciples are the requirecl
resource that will insure a no compromise victory. Christ will send
no envoy into the Devil’s camp to work out a negotiatecl truce with
evil. He will have an irresistible rout of Satan’s forces. That will
only be possﬂ)le, to the glory of God, I)y using a few, select,
dedicated, and sold-out disciples. He will have it no other way

because it can be no other way.
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ITI. CHRIST APPLIES HIS SEVERE TERMS FOR
AUTHENTIC DISCIPLESHIP

Under such circumstances, tlzerefore, every one of you
who does not repudiate all his resources is not able to be a
Jiscip/e of Mine.

Tzzere][are, [true] salt is good; but 1][ even the salt should
become insipiJ [ﬁoﬂzardy], with what will it be seasoned?

It is not suitable ][or the soil, or even ][or manure; tlzey
cast it outside. He who has ears to lzear, let him hear.

Luke 14:33-35 ADT

Tile Greeiz WOId rencierecl SO (KJV), anci Una’er suclz

circumstances (ADT) in verse 33, is meaningiuiiy used i)y our Lord.
Its use means that He is in effect saying ,

Since these tiiings have been taken into account,
since I have counted the costs for My Building, the
Ciiurcii; and I have determined the strategy necessary for
its complete and uncompromised victory, I must have
these terms of discipleship met a]osoiuteiy. Since the very
demands of common, everytiay logic would necessitate this
determination concerning My ciiscipies, I assure you that I
have done no iess; and that unless you repu(iia’ce every
substance of your life and ]Deing, you cannot be My

disciple. —TJesus Christ, 35 AD

That is the beginning of His application of His severe terms for
true ciiscipiesilip.

Sold-out Discipies

Under such circumstances, tizerefore, every one of you

who does not repua’iate all his resources is not able to be a

disciple of Mine. Luke 14:33 ADT

Does this saying from Jesus mean that all saved persons
must imme(iiateiy sell all their possessions in order to be an
effective ciiscipie for Jesus’ Kingciom? No, unless He should
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specificaliy instruct you personaﬂy to do that. But orciinarily, that
is not what He means here. The Greek word translated repua’iate
above in the Author’s Translation, or fforsake in the Authorized
Version, is the izey for understanding His teaching here. The
Authorized Version's fforsaLe, as well as the New American
Standard Version's give up, are reaﬂy not representative of the
Lord’s meaning. The idea of His meaning migi'it best be illustrated
using again the episocie with Gideon. The temper exhibited i)y the
dog—iappers is the same concept here. Ti’iey repua’iatea] the value of
water as i)eing of primary importance at the moment. In view of
the relatively important task which iay ahead of ti'iem—namely,
iighting the Lord’s i)attie—tiiey were disinterested in fuiiiiiing any
personal pursuit, even those of personai i)ociily needs, if it hindered
the more important spiritual matters at hand. They iappe(i the
water because ti'iey were not pi‘imariiy interested in sa’cisfying their
thirst. Their primary concern was to remain alert and intense in
the ti'iings of God. That is Christ’s meaning in this first

appiication of His own severe terms for (iiscipieship.

Jesus is not teaci'iing His cliscipies to decline ownei'ship of
things, or to reject as “worldly” all possessions. He is teaching His
clisciples to disavow or to cast off with condemnation any real value
to possessions. He desires for His work, discipies who consider
wealth and ti'iings as iiaving no autiiority, worth, or Vaiiclity,
compared to the real issues of i)uii(iing His Kingdom structure and
of iigi'iting in the spirituai battles for His claims. He demands a
sort of indifference toward possessions, iamiiy, and even self when
it comes to Kingclom goocl. He is seeizing cliscipies who exhibit a
dog—iapper piiiiosophy, which is a commendai)iy wise impartiality
towards pi'iysicai life.” There must be a certain lack of selfish
motive or desire for personal gain. A certain aloofness from the
things of this life, even those considered necessary, is possii)ie oniy
because there is no emotional involvement or struggie for personai

pursuits. Jesus means that for true cliscipiesi'iip to become a reality

? Compare Plzi/ippians. 1:21-24.
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one must repudiate all resources for My Kingdom. May He by His

Holy Spirit captivate our minds in order to effect such a temper in
!

us!

Powerless Disciples

...he cannot be my clisciple.
...[he] cannot be my stcfp/e.

...he cannot be my clisciple.
Luke 14:26, 27, 33 K]V

After every solemn statement and strict demand of His
severe terms for cliscipleship, Jesus used this same sentence or
phrase. Each time He declared a severe requirement in a
conditional statement, and then added that if it is not met or
fulfilled, he cannot be my a’iscip/e (KJV). He said it first foﬂowing
the priority of His cliscipleship over all mere human relations
(including self) in verse 20. Second, He stated it foﬂowing His
requirement for personal cross l)earing in verse 27. Third, He
summarﬂy repeate(l it when applying His severe terms to the literal
refutation of all worlcﬂy matter and matters in verse 33. Three times
He repeatecl that if a particular criterion would not be realized in a
person’s life, he is not able to be a a]iscip/e o][ Mine (ADT). It becomes
obvious, there£ore, that all three are requisites, and they together will
be the clisposition and experience of all true &isciples. While the lack of
just one of these mark a person as a false clisciple, not even one of the
three can be eliminated from Christ’s austere speciﬁca’cions for true

discipleship.

If the translator followed a very literal process in clealing
with this sentence, He cannot be my a[iscip/e, and the principal
Greek WOI’d, duvaualt, used in its construction, he could come
up with something like this: Not he has power to be, occur, or
exist a a]iscip/e o][Mine. Smoothed out it would become, He has
no power to be a a]iscip/e 0][ Mine, and again, He has no power to
exist as a a’iscip/e o][ Mine. One might even add a bhit of
paraphrastic interpretation and come up Witl’l, He possesses no
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power to exist as a a’iscip/e 0][]\/11’;'1(2.10 Since this Greek stem, duv,
is used prominentiy for the power of the Hoiy Spirit in such well

known texts as Acts 1:8, But ye shall receive power, a][ter that the
Ho/y Ghost is come upon you; and since the Hoiy Spirit calls the
elect both to salvation and regeneration with this same duv -power,
this use i)y Christ is an obvious interpretive reference to the power
of the Hoiy Spirit, which power must be very unmistaieai)iy expiicit
in true (iiscipiesiiip.11

This means that there is a certain (iisposition in all true (iiscipies
which, without exception, (1) will reaciiiy choose the correct priorities
in life, ) will rea(iiiy choose to take up one’s personai cross in life,
and 3) will reaciiiy choose to repuciiate all material possessions when
given a choice i)y Jesus. Christ mentioned the important,
fundamental, and distinctive ciispiays of genuine loss-of-selfism; and
leaves the hundreds of other individual (iispiays unspoizen. However,
since Christ exciusiveiy names these three, Jci'iey are absolute in His
require(i demands for true (iiscipiesiiip. No true ciiscipie will fail in
any one of these three or he cannot be my a’iscip/e.

By i)eing thrice used, this sentence, he cannot be my a’iscip/e,
more than suggests that one must have become (1) a “priority-
orien’ca’cecl,77 (2) a “cross—i)earing,” and (3) a “repuciiating—aii, ” kind

of (iiscipie, at least in conviction, if he is a true (iiscipie and not just

10 The Author has done what he considers considerable research into this Greek root,
duy, and its correlated wor(is, which is iargeiy responsil)ie for his liberties with it.
Multitudinous authorities could be mentioned to justiiy such “liberties”; but the word
is so proiounci in its usage in the Greek New Testament that it would require volumes
to demonstrate its compiex meaning and usage a(iequa’teiy. Periiaps Mr. Walter
Grundman’s contribution to the Tiieoioéicai Dictionary of the New Testament, Vol.
II, D-H (Granci Rapicis: Eerdman'’s, 1968), pp. 284-317, would be a piace for the
sciioiariy secker to start.

" This “power” from the Hoiy Spirit, both to become and to continue as a
tiiscipie of Jesus Christ, is the especiaiiy focused theme and recurring empilasis of
the New Testament, and hence is also the focus of much of this series on
Authentic Discipleship. Indeed, it is just this power of the Hoiy Spirit which
ti.is’tinguisiies between true “Lord and Savior possession” or false “Savior-oniy

proiession,” between Authentic or Unauthentic Discipiesilip.
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a false proiessor. For many, salvation indeed seems to pivot upon
their unwiiiingness to come to Christ because of these kinds of
demands piaceci upon them. Certainly, salvation and eternal
(iestiny rest upon i)ecoming this kind of (iiscipie. In addition to
reierencing the power to become a ciiscipie, effective and useful
discipleship is the primary emphasis with this thrice—repea‘ced
pi'irase. There can be no strong ciiscipiesiiip except the cliscipie is
meeting these three severe terms. Too many true cliscipies, after
once su]omitting to these kinds of requirements when first saved,
allow themselves sometimes to drift away from first this one and
then the other of these rigors.

We should tlzerefore pay the more careﬁl/ attention to
what we have heard, so we may nowise Jmft lay.

How shall we escape in case we [true Jiscip/es] neg/ect so
great a salvation? Hebrews 2:1,3

fﬂzerefore we ouglzt to give the more earnest heed to the
tlzings which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them s_/t,g

How shall we [true Jiscip/es] escape, 1][ we neg/ect so

great salvation. [A(i(ie(i emph.] Hebrews 2:1,3 K]V

This alri][ting Zay of what we have heard is severeiy
condemned throughout the Book of Hebrews. This what we
have heard does include every aspect of severe Christian
ciiscipiesiiip; every true cliscipie heard its severity and entered
the strait gate and i)egan to walk the narrow way. The Author of
Hebrews, when warning against aiiowing one's originai
commitment to Christ and His severe terms for (iiscipiesiiip to
s/ip away, strengti'ieneci his admonition with the threat of an
apostasy which would end in (iestruction, which in turn would
prove one’s false proiession of the Savior to have included no

possession of the Lord."

" Gerrit Verizuyi, The Berkeley Version (Gran(i Rapi(is:Zon(iervan Pui)iishing
House, 1945), p.238.
" See Hebrews 0:1-8.
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N o POWGI'

Ti’iis power or strengti’i concept is the most meaningtul

aspect of this thrice used ptirase, He cannot be my a[iscip/e, and
should be apptiect to both the initial experience of salvation as well
as to the continuing discipleship of t)uil(ting and t)attiing for the
Kingctom of Christ. The originai has the Greek word, duvapat,
used each of the three times with precisely the same Greek syntax,
or construction. The word’s basic meaning is to “be able”; it
concerns at)iiity, that is, t)eing in possession of strengtti enougti to
become a disciple, and Leing in possession of strengtti enougti to

accompiisti the work of a disciple. Both notions are present in

Christ’s meaning. The person who fails to recognize proper
priorities, to volunteer to personai Cross t)earing, and to
repuctiate all woricuy goocts, ctisplays impotence at possessing
and tuitiuing authentic Christian (iiscipiestiip requirements. He
has no strengti’i to be a ctisciple in the sense of origination or
actualization. The lost person can never t)egin true (iiscipiestiip,
nor can the saved person ever succeed in true ctiscipiestiip amid
the temptations of one’s own tiestiiy nature and this world’s
hostile environment, without this at)ility from God’s Hoiy
Spirit.

There are several important impiications in this ptirase in
addition to, or t)etter, in relation Witti, this strengtti concept. One
is Christ’s use of the Greek “to be” verb as an infinitive toilowing
duvartal, an(i couici t)e transiate(t Le Las no power to Zae or to exist a
a’iscip/e. While generation (Uloecoming” somettiing) is not usuaiiy
attributed in this “to be” intinitive, there is the idea of existing,
t)eing, tiving, alive. Like the Englisti “to be” Veri), “is,” or “are,” its
import is one of actuaiity, reaiity, authenticity. Jesus denies that

one can “exist” as a ctiscipie without this power; impiying also that
no one can have this power or at)ility except true ctiscipies; or
rather, one cannot effect this kind of severe ctiscipiestiip without
this tacuity—t)uii(iing power. Just as He said,
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If any of these three conditions are not met, you

cannot actuaily, reaiiy, aut}lentically be My disciple,
because such incompetence exhibits a powerlessness which
is altogether toreign to true (iisciples. Ttiey are called,
regenerated, and tunctionaily indwelt and pragmaticaliy
enabled to be My austere and severe (iiscipies through the
al)ility that My Hoiy Spirit provictes them.

—Jesus Christ, 35 A.D

The “Of Mine” Disciples

Another ramification in this Greek sentence is the pi'irase a
aliscip/e o][ Mine (ADT). Englisti usuauy will smooth this
terminoiogy with the simpie possessive, My a’iscip/e, but the literal

Greek puts it in language that seems to make this meaningtuiiy
personai. Notice that it is a a’iscip/e o][ Mine, not piurai but
singuiar, not impersonai but personai. A a’iscip/e o][ Mine is a
a’iscip/e who is of[ Myse/][, Jesus, that is, each ctisciple is the
outgrowtti of Jesus’ autiiority, ottspring, and at)iiity. There is a
personai ownersi'iip and origination idea involved in true
discipleship. Every true (iiscipie is the personai possession of Jesus
Christ, because each is the proctuct of His personai choice,

generation, and genius.

I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same [Jringetlz fortlz much ﬁuit; for
without me ye can do not}u'ng.

Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and l)ring ][ortlz ][ruit, and that
your ﬁuit should remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, he may give it you. ]oim 15:5, 10

In each of the three strict requirements of the text, there
is this O][ Mine, or very personai, aspect of true ctiscipiesi'iip.
First, in verse 20 it is the exceedingiy personai relations with
Jesus which take priority over the most intimateiy individual
relations between man and Wite, and the personal relations

within families—between tamiiy members, parents and
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children, brothers and sisters. No human relation is so personai
as that relationship Christ Jesus establishes with each of His
singuiar, personai, individual ciiscipies; and none other has His
priority. Secon(i, in verse 27 it is “a” personai cross that is to be
taken up after Jesus, or close behind Jesus. Each ciiscipie has
one type of ministry to iuiiiii, which relies upon one individual
reiationsi'iip to maintain with the Hoiy Inciweiiing Christ that
will enable one’s service to be perseveringiy accomplished
ti'irougi'iout one’s life. Third, in verse 33 this individual
relationship is contrasted with the earthy, materiai, the
pi’iysicai, the touchable; but it is Jesus Christ Who is iieaveniy,
intangii)ie, spirituai, the “Untouchable One” to the five senses,
Who is the possession which exceeds, excels, preclorninates in
the true (iiscipie. While the many piiysicai needs of a i)ody are
exceeciingiy personai and strongiy driven, still ti'iey paie into an
almost insigniiicant second piace in favor of the Spirituai
Presence of Jesus within that i)ociy. Amidst all the human
reiationships, amidst all other (iiscipies’ ministries, amidst all
the material orciei', there is ’ci'i_e relation with Jesus which is

exciusiveiy with one (iiscipie, cach cliscipie, a speciai (iiscipie, an

Of[Mine Discipie.
Furthermore, this “Of Mine” concept is most meaningiui in

another way. The originai is a simpie genitive case of the personai
pronoun, EYW, or “1” The genitive refers to izinci, ciass, sort, and i'ieips
to (iistinguish the relation of the personai pronoun, /, with the word it
matches, a’iscip/e. Therefore, we have the meaning of the Greek
genitive case deﬁning a relation between Christ and His (iiscipie.
Together with the basic meaning of the genitive case, we would have
something like this: He possesses no power to exist as a a’iscip/e o][ My
kind, class, sort, or type. Jesus is ciaiming most empi'ia’cicaiiy that there
is a certain species of (iiscipie which is of His type, izin(i, ciass, or sort;
and that this is the ciiscipieship which is demanded in verses 20, 27,

and 33. In each case the discipleship required is the kind which is “My
type of ciiscipie.77 Oniy a ciiscipie who aciznowieciges proper priorities,
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who bears a personai cross, and repuciia’ces material possessions as
Jesus did is of the Jesus iein(i, of the Jesus sort, of the Jesus class of
ciiscipie. No other kind of ciiscipie fits into that species which alone
agrees with, and therei)y appropriates support from, Him, thus

meeting with His approvai, and thus able, powerfui, and migi'i‘cy to
fulfill authentic discipleship.

Christ would stress for His own ciiscipie that the ai)iii‘cy to build
for Him, and the ai)iiity to engage in spirituai warfare for Him
ciepencis not upon one’s personai a]oiiity, but upon His. Oniy the
seii—emptie(i, seii—(iestructecl, and self-disinterested (iiscipie has the
a]oiiity of the Hoiy Spirit in Kingciom work. The iazy, seii—induigen’c,
and Wori(iiy (iiscipie finds all his resources to be poweriess to iay a brick
on the edifice of God or to shoot an arrow at the enemies of Jesus.
Ciirist, i)y the Hoiy Spirit, is i)uii(iing and i)attiing, and He uses only
those intense and alert cliscipies who subscribe whoiehearteciiy to the
severity of His terms of discipleship. Only then is He able to fill them
with His own competent and effectual ai)iiity.

Savorless Disciples

TZzerefore, salt is good; but 1:/ the salt should become
insipia’ [hit. fooﬂzardy], with what will it be seasoned?
It is not even suitable for the soil nor even for manure;

tlzey cast it outside. Luke 14:34-35 ADT

A poweriess discipie is a savorless (iiscipie. Sureiy the words

which ended the prececling verse, He cannot be my a]iscip/e,
appropriateiy introduce this parai)oiic teaciiing on unsaity (iiscipies.
Christ likens undedicated cliscipies to savoriess, insipici, tasteiess,
salt. That is salt which lacks taste or ﬂavor, and is, hence,
iigurativeiy appiieci to ciiscipies who are lifeless, dull, and not sharp.
They have no real tang or zest; they are not excited about nor
interested in the Kingciom work of King Jesus. Since all Christians
have become the salt o][ the earth i)y infusion of His quaiities
through the inciweiiing Hoiy Spirit, oi)Viousiy, those cliscipies
iacizing a zeal and fervor for those quaiities are saltless because they
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are Christless. Tiiey are dull in Kingciom enthusiasm. The Greek
word reaiiy means, ][oo/lmraly, when appiie(i to persons. It is as if

Jesus personiiieci savorless salt negatively, as He personiiieci

elsewhere true and good salt positiveiy,

Ye are the salt o][ the earth: but 1][ the salt have lost his
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is tlzencefortlz gooc] for
notlzing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under ][oot o][
men. [Added emph.] Matthew 5:13

Oniy His severe terms of ciiscipiesiiip will pi'ociuce “sai’cy"
(iiscipies. The tang and zest of energetic builders and battlers will
have a preserving siiai'pness in the Kingciom on earth. But what of
the savorless and undedicated (iiscipie? He is suitable for nothing,
not even for the manure piie, which would at least pi'ociuce grow’ci'i
in vegetai)ie life. His oniy use is similar to use made of insipi(i salt
in those ciays of Jesus’ sojourn; tiiey cast it out in the roaciway. It
was good oniy to be walked on i)y both the gooci and the evii,
indiscriminately. And that will be the lot of insipici ciiscipies; ti'iey
are fit neither for heaven’s work nor for the Devil’s crai’c, but are
oniy suited to be walked upon ioy both camps. Christ must have
Sterniy (iiscipiine(i servants who fill up with the power of His
Inciweiiing Presence, and i)y His agency, put to death the enemies
of His King(iom. They hold a stea(iy hand to aim the arrows
accurateiy at the target, and their expertise maintains a true and
piumi) wall to adorn His Structure. That is the saity (iiscipie, and
is true or authentic ciiscipiesi'iip.

A Hearing Ear
He who has ears to hear, let him lzear.LuLe 14:35L

Who are these who have Zzearing ears? Tiiey are the
eniigiiteneci souls who have been i)rougiit to Jesus and are
regenerate(i. The Hoiy Servant went out and compeiiecl them to
come to Christ’s Kingciom Banquet in giory, 14:23. Meanwhile,
tiiey are the ones who are o][ Goa], because tiiey do indeed hear the
words of Jesus in the inner soul when eiiectuaiiy called i)y God, so
that tiiey compiy with the Words’ instruction aiways,
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Wity do ye not understand my speeclz? even because ye
cannot hear my word
He that is o][ God heareth God’s words: ye tlzerefore hear
them not, because ye are not of God.

My slzeep hear my voice, and I know t}tem, and tlzey
fo”ow me. ]olzn 8:43,47; 10:27

Jesus is in effect saying,

You enliglﬂ:ened men. You who have been given ears
to hear what the masses of mankind will never know. You,
My children, My sons, Hear! Hear! Hear! These
instructions are for you. Oh, My dear sheep, you who so
much need leaclership from your Shepherd, let these words
come down into your souls. You must become one of My
dedicated disciples l)y su]oscri])ing to the severity of My
terms of discipleship. Become a vital member of My “Elite
Three Hundred Brigade” ]3y following My demands. I

require priority over all human rela’cions}lips, over all

self-interest, and over all material possessions. If you really
“hear,” then you will be used in Luilding My Kingdom in
this world; and you will be a warrior who will be Lrilliantly

decorated with the honors of My ultimate victory.
—Jesus Christ, 35 A. D.
Amen!

In Luke 14:25-35, Christ essen’ciaﬂy teaches that just such a
Spiritual enabling as related in the Parable of the Great Supper
(Luke 14:15-24) is necessary for true discipleship, because it is a
severe and harsh and exact discipleship. This certain severity and
austerity is another of the characteristic virtues requirecl in His
disciples, and is to be added to the mercy, humility, and
graciousness alreacly presentecl in verses 1-14. In fact, this severe
discipleship can only be realized in those who have indeed been
clivinely and spirituaﬂy called, and then empowered Ly the same
Spirit Who originauy called. The actual terms of God's spiritual
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caﬂing and its severe conditions, which are impossil)le for and
repulsive to the natural realm, are cleﬁnitely the guarantee of
success for Christ’s clisciples. He has carefuuy plannecl His
Luilding and l)attling resources, and will only call upon a certain
kind of clisciple for the work of His Kingclom. He will succeed
where Jerusalem and Israel failed because He will enlist only
dedicated clisciples, who are called into a holy vocation ]oy the
Spirit, Who calls only those whom He empowers to answer that
caﬂing.

That is Authentic Christian Discipleship. Amen!



