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CHAPTER IV
AUTHENTIC NARROW DISCIPLESHIP
AND PREACHERS
According To Jesus And His Doctrines of Grace

Beware o][ fa/se proplzets, which come to you in slzeep's

c/at}tmg, but mwarzjly tlzey are ravening wolves.
MYe shall know them [ay their frurts Do men gatlzer
grapes af thorns, or ﬁgs o][ thistles?
Even so every good tree Iyrmgetlz fortlz gooa’ frurt but a
corrupt tree l)rmgetlz forth evil frult.
PA gooa’ tree cannot Iyring fortlz evil ﬁ'uit, neither can a
corrupt tree l)ring fartlz gaoa’ ][ruit.
wEvery tree that [Jringetlz not fortlz gooal ﬁ'uit is hewn
a’own, and cast into the ﬁre.
ZOerrefore [9y their fruits ye shall know them.
Matthew 7:15-20
An Obvious Contextual Connection

The two preceding verses in Christ's Sermon presepolose
relation between these warnings alfalge prophetand theirfruits,
and thenarrow gateand narrow waytherein proclaimed by Jesus.
Since these verses of our text are a vital partsefslénvitation at the
close of His Sermonvérses 13-2)7 the connection should become
evident to the Bible interpreter. Christ has just mabtbar that
authentic discipleship is really in direct contragth the worldly
masses and their position on the Great Broad Way. He waga@ust
living according to one’s own carnal inclinatioagainst doing what is
natural to all ordinary men, and against expenenoo change when
one professes faith in Him. He has just emphasided strict
requirement for a change from the ways of the viyorfthsses.

Immediately after those teachings aboutriherow gae and
narrow wayas contrasted with theide gateandbroad way He
now deals with_howso manyare deceived into thinking that the
wide gateandbroad wayend inlife eternal. Jesus warns against the
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promoters of wide gate and broad way reasoning. Jesus condemns
the promoters—the preachers—of any broad kind of lifestyle for
His disciples. Jesus denounces the Devil's propheteo
promulgate a wide-gate Jesus in their preaching, and warns against
the prospect that men can be “in Christ” without a radical change
both in heart and in life, a change that He has just declaxexisas

13 and 14. Jesus called authentic discipleshii@ narrow way
entered only through aarrow gate But there areprophets—
preachers—who go about with a perverted, broad gospel, which is
not really the gospel of grace at all,

OI am made to be marve/ing that so quicle/y you are
clzanging opinion away ][rom the one having called you within
the grace of Christ unto another gospe/ of a a’iﬂerent kind:

"Which is not another o][ the same kind; except in this
sense, there is someone trou[y/ing you and wislzing and
a’esiring to reverse the gospe/ o][ the Christ.

*But even 1][ we, or an ange/ messenger lzimsel)[ out of
}teaven, should evange/ize you with a gospe/ dlﬁ[erent ][rom what
we evange/izea’ you with, dedicated to destruction let him be.

?As we have ﬁrst uttered, even now again I am saying,
Since someone is ma/eing proc/amation o][ a gospe/ to you

a’iﬁ[erent ][ram what you received ][rom me, dedicated to
destruction let him be. Galatians 1:6-9 ADT “

These false preachers know only a permissive christ who
does not really exist at all. They know, worship, and preach a false
christ, an idol, a false god who is not God or Christ at all. They
know nothing of the holiness of the real God, Jesus Christ, without
which holiness no man shall see the Lord. Therefore, through their
persuasions of flesh-appealing psychology they gain great numbers
of true professions in their own falged and his christ, which are
really false professions of the tr@od and His Christ.

Jesus knows the importance of making clear to His authentic
disciples how to detect these kinddaite prophetsTherefore,
He included in this final appeal of His great Sermon, a recognition

H Author’s Distinctive Translation
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of the false preacher and how to determine the validity of a man’s
calling as from God, or if its origin is from the pits of hell. That
determination rests not on outward appearance, but on the kind of
doctrinal and humafruit they produce.

Sheep’s Clothing and Angels of Light
Beware of ][a/se proplzets, which come to you in slzeep s

c/otlzing, but inwara”y tlzey are ravening wolves.

Matthew 7:15

" For such are ][a/se apost/es, deceitfu/ workers,
transforming themselves into the apost/es of Christ.

"And no marvel; ][or Satan himse/][ is trans][ormed into
an ange/ of /iglzt.

157¢terefore it is no great tlzing 1:)[}11'5 ministers also be
transformea’ as the ministers o][ riglzteousness; whose end

shall be according to their works. II Corinthians 11:13-15

How does a disciple determine who is and who is nddlse
prophe?® How does a disciple know who to listen to? Jesus
answers these questions in our text. He had just begun the opening
of His Sermon’s invitation iverses 13and14, and now begins to
finish up the Sermon with this warning of men wiwme to you in
sheep’s clothing Jesus’ reference to this appamadicates the
impossibility for the unaided natural senses to distinguish between
the false and true preacher; they look like sheep. There are no
wolves’ fangs protruding out of their disguise because their corrupt
nature is completely hidden within a sheep’s veneer. They appear
as true as any sheep might appear. They have all the right sounding
words and phrases. They have an entirely correct demeanor. Their
deportment is unquestionably smooth, and is, to alivard
appearances, a spiritually motivated manner as befits a servant of
Jesus Christ. Even their words are shrouded in the language of
Christian theology. So, how do disciples ascertain lwhic
“preachers” are genuine and which are false? How can we obey
*® “Prophet” and “preacher” are used interchangeably throughout the exposition,

the former Leing the Old Testament emphasis, the latter laeing the New

Testament equivalent.
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our Lord’s admonition tdeware of false prophei$ we cannot
know them by their appearance? Jesus gives us the solution to the
problem in the words that begin and end this warning about false
preachersyerses 1and20, Ye shall know them by their fruits.

False prophets, false preachers, wolves in sheep’s clothing,
and Satan’sministersare the same persons; they are false teachers
who appear as interpreters, instructors, and ministers of the Word
of God and Christ's doctrine. They are men who have been
transformed intanessengers of lighwhile they really propagate
darkness. They weasheep’s clothingsuch as Christ's sheep
possess. They appear gentle and meek in their outward facade bu
inwardly they are ravening wolves

Ravening Wolves

Jesus definedolvesas those who are opposed to Him and to
His Kingdom. Behold | send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves (Matthew 10:1%. Wolves are full of an innate malice
toward sheep, just as Satan’s ministers are similarly isposeditowa
Jesus’ sheep. They are as opposed to Christ and His work and to its
proclamation as is Satan. Satan is the transforming power in them
to deceive the very elect, if it were possidiéafthew 24:11, 24
Jesus’ warning means that the great danger which His own sheep
shall “encounter upon the new or narrow way, will arise from the
influence of false prophets.... The main idea of the simile is the
disguise of an old and evil kind under a new garb of pfétfhey
are among the true sheep. They are pastoring churches. Their grea
numbers are menacing the truth of the gospel of the grace of God
through their hideous antinomian doctrine @fide gateandbroad
way. They sow tares among the wheat, which tares are not
infrequently as indistinguishable as telves in sheep’s clothing
Both thewolvesand their devotees are, for many folks, difficult to
distinguish from the true under-shepherds and sheep. According to
Christ, the determinant for distinguishing between the true and
false is in thdruits. Understanding their nature does not come from
any illusory bearing of the pseudo pastor-preachers.

2 ]ohn P. Lange, Matthew,- Commentarv On The Holv Scriptures (Grancl
Rapids:ZonclerVan, n.d.), p- 144.
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False preachers of a wide gate experience with Jesus will
be manifested asavening wolvesand their doctrine of “easy
believism” will be proven false at His judgement. The
disappointment and distress of a sudden reversal of what one
thought was one’s eternal destiny will make the propagators of
Savior-only salvation to appear indeedrasening wolves The
sudden degradation of such profound and gigantic proportions will
be the unveiling of thevolves the removal of theheep’s clothing
even the revelation of thraveningnature of their duplicity. In the
next section\(erses 21-283 the broad way disciples, together with
their pastors, who preach a wide-gate Jesus and a suppesgd
believism,”are unmasked for what they really argnexpectedly,
sheep’s clothingvill no longer cloak the wolves’ ferocious andleiat
nature and their damning doctrine of “easy-belmavis Theravening
denotes the greedy search for their prey who a&@gsty harmed by
their assertion to be and occupation @®phets The great
disappointment of having one’s expectations smashed tlzed
reversed, reveals the prophets for just what theyfalse prophets
with hearts of and ministries fromoracious, predacious, and
rapacious profligates The great judgement of God through Jesus
Christ will in like fashion raven, devour, and come them for an
eternity. As the wolfish preachers were in reaityeningpreachers,
so will be Christ's judgement similargaveningto them and their
followers in the end, as Christ is about to pleigine closing of His
SermonMatthew 7:24-27
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I. THE “MANY FRUITS” OF
FALSE PREACHERS

Jesus referencdlits or fruit seven times in these six verses.
He began and ended with the same, or nearly the same, allusion to
knowing them by their fruitsin verse B, Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Again inverse 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know themObviously, Christ put great emphasis upon tHirsts,
using plurals.

What are théruits by which we can positively recognize and
unerringly know false preachers? The immediate context demands
a specific answer to that question. The preceding verses oefer t
two kinds of wayfarers—thogewwalking in thenarrow Christian
way, or themanyon The Great Broad Way. Obviously, the fruit of
any preacher’s ministry are those who are influenced by his efforts.
In this context it is either thiew or themany the travelers of the
narrow or thebroad way the entrants into marrow or awide gate
But Jesus is emphasizing plurality fruits. Purposefully in the
original, Jesus used the plursix of the seven times when He
referred tokaprous, fruits. Jesus referenced this same plurality in
verse 13just preceding and irverse 22just following this
emphasis. Th&uits are themanywho enter thevide gateand live
on thebroad way(verse 13 and are thenanywho fail to have
knownJesus in spite of their supposed great works for Marnsé
22). Therefore, theskuits are the false professorswarses 13 and
21-23 the same persons. The context demands that understanding.
This would indicate that th&uits of the false preachers are their
many converts, as well as, but secondarily, everything else that
makes them false disciples.

Jesus’ emphasis upon the plufalits of false prophets
makes thdruits threefold, each leading to and contributing to the
next in sequence. Firdheir fruits are their_doctrinesf a wide
gate entrance into Christ’s salvation and the broad way lifesigte
naturally follows that kind of inaugural experience. Secondly and
primarily, their fruits are themanynumbersof their
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disciples, denoted by the frequent plurals of Jesus, which are the
results of their ministries. Multitudes flock to a doctrine that
sanctions salvation at no cost to one’s desires or lifestyle. Yhirdl
this preaching leads to their disciplesuits, which are the
unrestrained and unconverted lifestyles of thamany
undeterminable false professors, who live in accord with what they
heard the false prophets predthThosefruits mark a preacher as
false, but notice it igheir fruits. When all three factors are a
consistent part of a preacher’s ministry, then Jesus brands him
FALSE* According to Jesus this is a three-staged process: first,
the preaching of a wide-gate Savior; second, the many numbers of
their converts; and third, the unrestricted and unchanged lifestyles
in their converts. The three are the outgrowth of an essengkdy f
ministry. There is a deductive progression and speoizn
succession producing thruits by which His true disciples are to
know the false preacher and the pseudo Christian.

** A church itself might be preclominately righteous and holy, yet, because of a
wide—gate Jesus being preachecl Ly the latest Pastor, his vast numbers of baptisms
place on the church rolls many broaclwayers, who are sul)’cle’cy referred to as “our
inactive members.” In most moclern—day churches the “inactive members” Ly far
outnumber the “active mem]oers," again authentica’cing, the many and the few

referred to Ly Jesus in His use offruitg.

*! Tt must be lzep’c in mind that all three factors determine falsi’cy, and that large
numbers or large congregations alone do not in any way discredit any ministry.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon of the 19th century and John F.MacAuthur Jr. of the
20th century are prime examples of true ministries which were/are “many-
oriented”; but what brands them as true prophets is the true doctrine which they
both believe[d] and prac’cice[d] (i-e. Bible teaching and preaching of The
Doctrines of Grace, which effect the presentation of a “Narrow-gate Jesus.”), and
the practical result of those doctrines upon the lives of their converts. Numbers
alone mean nothing. Unfortunately, this cannot be said of most large, “many-
orien’ced," ministries. To them, numbers mean everything , and The Doctrines of
Grace mean nothing. Consequen’cly, their many supposed, but false, converts
attest that these modern—day prophets and their works are false. Over their
church doors is the title, JESUS, SAVIOR ONLY; there is nothing of the
Almighty Christ or of His real Lorclship inside their mega—churches or in the lives

of their many converts.
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To begin with, the false message of salvation tjinoa wide-gate
Jesus is preached, which then leads to ntamy followers who
anxiously clutch at such a permissive Christ, wiemtlive as wicked
and unchanged disciples of doom and continue teveeland to
promote this false message. And believe it theyden to the death.
These false prophets as well as their convertsctacenvinced by their
preaching a wide-gate Jesus, thathat dayof judgment theimany
numbers will claim to havprophesiedto havecast out devilsandto
havedone many wonderful worka) in thenameof Jesug’

Known By Fruits

Jesus used the metaphor of trees and theirdngpeesentative of
false preachers and their fruit. In other words tibe will bear the same
fruit as the particular species of its origin. ThestionDo men gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?much more meaningful since it is
asked befor¢he tree and fruit metaphor. Tineesarethorn andthistle
trees. They have that in their nature. They arégiot grapetrees. The
phrasethorns and thistless first found inGenesis 3:18and Christ no
doubt meant to reference these words’ groupingraeaning here as
applicable to the kinds of trees that false preaare, and to what kinds of
fruits will be the natural yield from them. Their wartb®rns and thistles
refer to the curse of sin placed upon the grounchém’s sin against God.

Cursed is the ground ][or thy salee,' in sorrow shalt thou eat
o][ it all the alays o][ tlzy llfe; thorns and thistles shall it [m'ng

fart}t to thee. Genesis 3:18

Thethorns and thistleare the result of sin; they could be said to
be thefruits of sin. Sin was sown and the ground brought forth
thorns and thistles This is the metaphor that Christ uses in His
Sermon’s conclusion. False prophets bring forth filoés of
thorns and thistleghrough their false doctrine. Through their
ministries of a wide-gate Jesus, they bring forth disciplesuike
themselves. They produce only more broad wayfarers whose lives
are unrestricted from the curse of sin. The yield from sowing a
doctrine of “easy-believism” ishildren of hellike themselves, and
more followers of the world’s way of living. Just as a partictriee

*? Matt. 7:21-23, the text and subject for Chapter V, p. 67.
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produces fruits precisely as itself, so false prophatoduce
disciples—fruits—precisely as themselves. Sinners and perverters
of the truth of the gospel of grace produce more sinners and
perverters of the truth of grace just like themselves.

The Good Tree

Jesus’ use of the words goodtree and good fruit and a
corrupt tree andevil fruit have significant meaning also. The two
words good in reference to théreesandfruit are diverse in the
original text. Thegood tree is one who is good, profitable,
generous, and virtuous in himselfJohn 2:29; 3:6-J. It is his
nature because he is born again and led by the Holy Spirit to be
filled with the fruit of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tempeaeaeepart of the
true prophet’s life as well as his disciples’ lives. Jesys Hzat
kind of tree (prophet) will produce that kind gioodfruit.

The Good Fruit

The word translatedood in reference tdruit means “beautiful as
contemplated from a point of view as the harmonionmpleteness, the balance,
proportion, and measure of all the parts one with anoth@pplied to
Jesus’ teaching in our text, this would refer to the unabridged
righteousness and regulated balance of the lives of the disciples
of true preachers of the true grace. The disciples of the true
God-called and gifted preacher will be balanced and regulated
Christians who live in accord with and are changed by the Word of
God. They are balanced, proportioned, and measured precisely by
the living and powerful Word of God.

The Corrupt Tree

Jesus says th&ind of good fruitwill never be thdruit of the
falseprophet because they aporrupt treesthat produce onlgvil
fruit. Corrupt means a decaying, rotting, diseased tree that
because of its condition produces oelyl fruit. The preachers of
“easy-believism” are diseased, rotting, and decaying in sins It i

3 Richard Chenevix Trench, Svnonvms Of The New Testament (Grancl Rapicls:
Eerdmans, 1966) p. 389.
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just because they themselves have never entered ingbréteor
narrow gateof Jesus that they are yet in their sins. They know
nothing of the real Lordship of Jesus. They kept their sinful nature
and continued in a propensity for a broad way of living when they
supposed that they were being saved; therefore they are gtilgyott
decaying, and dying in sin. Their doctrineegil; therefore their
work is evil. “He who works iniquity, however he may prophesy in
the name of Christ, is yet a false propfiet”

The Evil Fruits

The evil fruits are the converts of theorrupt trees(false
prophet3. Evil is Tovepos, meaning “aptness to do shrewd turns,
to delight in mischiefs...; a loving to trouble our neighbour and to
do him ill...; crossness, perverseness, and peevishness of action ir
our intercourse with other§” The followers of these wide-gate
preachingalse prophetsire hard to please with spiritual food, and
will show il humor or impatience toward preachers and belieters o
God’s Word. They can never really forgive and will cause trouble
over the slightest things. They take things wrongly if at all
possible, and even when it seems impossible. In short, they are evil
fruit in the church of God. These kindsfaiits are the results of
ministries that preach a broad lifestyle and a non-creedal @hrist
life. Church rolls are full of these kinds of professors who never
become possessors because they heard and believeldea fa
message of “easy-believism” preached by neo-evangeistls
ignorant pastors. These are nothing more fladse prophets-
sowers of tares—of whom Jesus warns Usetware

B eware

Jesus warned His hearerdoeware ofthe dangers imposed
by false preachers whose message of a false salvation would
endangemany Beware ofis literally “observe or consider away
from.” The warning means for us hearers to take heed or to guard
against false preachers by moving away from them. They &ee to

H ]ohn Albert Bengel, New -Testament Word Studies (Grancl Rapids: Kregel,
1971) 1, p. 134,
** Trench, p. 316.
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avoided by Christ’'s disciples because of their corruptind a
damning influence. These are men who preach another gospel
other than the true gospel presented in His Sermon and in His Word
through His special Apostles. Paul's word wast them be
accursedGal. 1:8-9. They sound good to their listeners, but they
arefalse prophets meaning that they are not called or ordained by
God. They are the “professionals of the pulpit” who seek to tickle
the ears of their listeners. Their messages never really clatieng
threaten the lifestyles of anyone. They are always able thesoot
over any portion of God’s Word that would bring conviction of sin
and wrongdoing. They neveeprove, rebuke, and exhort with

all longsuffering and doctringll Tim. 4:2); therefore they
falsely Iull their listeners into being at ease thre Great
Broad Way Their followers will close their eyes at deathdan
awake amid the dissolution of eternal and spiritwade,
because they believed and endortsde prophets

One of the foremost “traits of falsity” these preachers ekhibi
is a failure to lead their listeners from the lifestylbattend in
destruction They arefalse in the greatest sense of the word
because they cause multitudes to end in chaos while promising
them bliss. They aralsein the evil fate that they promote and the
good destiny that they impede. While promising nifsneternal
through a wide-gate Jesus, they actually are making each tistene
twofold more the child of hell than themselvé&siery one of their
“converts” will end indestructionwhile expecting delight. Some
of their converts never hear many sermons afteir tfedse
professions. The sparse percentages of the vast hordes of theit
converts who do attend church desire only smooth messages of
delight® They who are content to be sitting under their ministries

6
3)Though their numbers are great indeed when compared to real believers as

stated by Jesus (many, as opposed to ][ew, vs.13-14), the larger percentage of that
vast number do not attend church at all, or if they clo, it is irregular. But because
of their enormous numbers there are many more indeed who do attend church
and are of great influence in the church as compared with the smaller number of
true believers. This is at least partiauy caused by the “easy—believism" preached
from the pulpits of many churches, and the permissive life—styles that it allows,
tolerates, and encourages. These large numbers are content to attend preaching

that never chauenges their false profession of a wide—gate Jesus.
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in this life will at death hear “False! False! Falsatiging in their
ears forever. But they were instructed differently by tliaise
prophets They went through a wide-gate Jesus and lived a
somewhat unrestricted life, which thdalse prophetspromised
would end inife eternal.

Throughout Israel’s history she was plagued by these kinds of
false prophets The Old Testament is full of references to their
wicked message dPeace, peacewhen there was no peace for
those who believed their false hope of deliverance.

mnus saith the LORD o][ lzosts, Hearken not unto the
words of the proplzets that proplzesy unto you; tlzey make you

vain: tlzey speale a vision o][ their own heart, and not out af the
mouth o][ the LORD.

177¢tey say still unto them that despise me, The LORD
hath saial, Ye shall have peace; and tlzey say unto every one
that walketh after the imagination o][ this own heart, No evil
shall come upon you. Jeremiah 23:10-17

The false prophetsof today are comparable to those in
Israel. Thesavide gateandbroad waypreachers calm men in
their sins instead of denouncing and condemningnd them.
They heal the wounds of sinners slightligh their promises of
a salvation_withtheir sins {er. 8:11). They prophesymooth
things (Isa. 30:10Q, and thus allure men to follow their wicked
perversion of the true gospel of the free gracé&ofl. Their
doctrine is an invention of their own evil and agut
imaginations. “There is nothing in their preachthgt searches
the conscience and renders the empty professoisyneathing
which humbles and causes their hearers to mourorédsod;
but rather that which puffs up, makes them pleaseth
themselves and to rest content in a false assurdhcklodern
neo-evangelists and mistaken pastors are guiltyhaving
become theenemythat came and sowed tares among the wheat
(Mt. 13:25.

3 Arthur W. Pinle, An Exposition Of The Sermon On The Mount (Grand
Rapids: Balzer, 1985), p.339.
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The purpose of thdalse prophetis “to offer salvation on
cheaper terms, to make the gate wider and the way to heaven
broader than did Christ and His apostles. They make vital godliness
to be a less strict and easier thing than it actually is, more agreeable
to fallen human nature, and thus they encourage the unregenerate t
be satisfied with something which comes short of true grice.”
Accordingly, they fit well into their master Satan’s plan to d@hiw
the real power and purpose of the work of Christ. And as John
wrote, They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and
the world heareth therfl John 4:9. It is this worldliness that is
the secret of their popularity, a worldliness and popularity that are
foreign to the true preachers of Chifst.

Inward Ravening Wolves

Jesus said thanwardly they are ravening wolves.This
refers to the natural adamic depravity which masters all rigtura
born, but not twice born, men. raveningwolf is one whose
actions devour the sheep spirituaind only seek the sheep in
order to satisfy fleshly and bodily desires. These are the rhen w
simply choose the ministry as all ordinary men choose their secular
occupations. To them the gospel ministry is a “job” which is to be
carried on with and through the philosophies of man’s basic
humanistic creed. The success of their “ministries” is medsar
numbers. It is budgets, buildings, and baptisms that motivate their
existence. They compromise any and all principles in order to add
to these most important gauges of achievement.

False preachers have little, if any, strong convictions except
in the three “B’s” named above. They will disdain preachers who
stand for righteousness and truth regardless of the personal cost.
Their ministries are more important to them than any truth. They
reason thusly: “If | stand steadfast for what is right until it cose¢

3 Ihid. ¥ See Luke 6:22-25 for the clescrip’cion of the ministries of false and

true propllets. Basicaﬂy, the false preachers win popularity, while the true

prophets tend to lose popularity among Christendom and in the professing local
church. Cp. IT Tim.4:3-4.



| Chapterd  Quthentic Naviow Discipleship & Pueachers page 62 |

my ministry or decreases it in any way, | will eamty be unableto do
the great measure of my good wotktherefore | must preserve my
opportunity to minister my beliefs above all else.” That is the
philosophy and outlook of the false preacher.

In effect Jesus warns,

Beware o][ ][alse proplzets, who come to you protecting
themselves and their lvelihood rather than the slzeep. TZzey
never reprove, rebuke, and exhort My s}leep, who feea’ on just
such uncompromising presentations of the truth, which fa/se
preaclzers ][ear to deliver. Tzzroug}l their perverted notions and
se/f-serving actions tlzey harm the true slzeep who need the
truth o][ the Word; and in this manner t}ley become as wolves
Jevouring My lambs because of their unen/iglzteneal and
inwara’/y unclzangea’ corrupt natures. Actually, they are like
bad trees Iyearing corrupt ﬁ'uits. The exclusive fruit of their lives
is an/y more corrupt persons like unto themselves.

40 . .
AS clalmed 1n verse 22
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II. THE MENACING SIN OF
FALSE PREACHERS

Thorns and thistleare both the plants and thraits of those
plants; that isthorns come fromthorns andthistles come from
thistles and they each produce more of their kind. Jesus is saying
that the same kind of fruit is produced from each prophet as what
he is innately. True prophets produp@pes and figsboth are
good fruits to be enjoyed in the sight of God and by man. However,
false prophets-the tolerant, the accepting, and the moderate
professionals of the “cloth”™—produdborns and thistlesboth are
evil fruits in the sight of God and man.

After His Kind

And the earth Zarouglzt ][ortlz grass, and herb yie/ding seed
after this kind, and the tree yie/aling ﬁuit, whose seed was in
itse/f, a&er his kind. [Added emp.]| Genesis 1:12

The concept of original sin is in thiorns and thistles
because they are precisely the products of original sin. lonlgs
after the original sin of our ancestors that God told them that as
result of their sin,

Thorns also and thistles shall it [tlle eartll] Lring ][ortlz to
thee. Genesis 3:18

Jesus is saying that the ministries of false prophets produce
the same kinds of fruits as did the original sin; they dispense a
spontaneous production of more resufssin and sinners like
themselves. Lives of sin from persons still in the grip of orlgina
sin are the produce, result, and consequence of a false prophet. Or
the other hand,grapes and figs which represent lives of
righteousness from the saints who are now freed from the powers
of original sin, are the produce, fruit, result, and consequence of the
true prophet. The message of a non-restrictive lifestor
Christians and an easy entrance into the Kingdom through a wide
Jesus will produce increased sin and more evil in men and will not
result in true salvation and changed lives.
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Sin: Tl’le Na’cural Produce Of Slnf‘ul Trees

When Jesus introducédorns and thistlegto this metaphor
of treesand theirfruit, He referred to sin as the natural produce of
false preachers because they are still in sin as wéleagisciples.
It is simply a case of sin begetting more sin, or sinners producing
more sinners.Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know the@ne
needs only to inspect the lives of the converts and disciples of a
preacher to discern the true integrity of a preacher. The peeeenc
absence of an outgrowth @forns and thistleamong them will
determine the merits of their ministries, and will alsoledtie
issue of whether he is a false or true prophet.

Flaming Preachers

Jesus’ warning againdalse prophets(preachers) has a
degree of peril about it. He said that as rmhewdown trees that
produce no good fruit, so God wilew down all false prophets
(preachers) andastthem into thdire,

Every tree that l)ringetlz not ][OTt}l good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the ﬁre. Matthew 7:19

This fire is thedestructionthat awaits all those on the Great
Broad Way y¢.13. The same fate awaits both the proclaimers of a
perverted gospel and the believers of a perverted g@spmemany
there be which go in thereatin the end, God will manifest those
who are false, but meanwhile we have theiits to settle the issue.
“The fruits indeed are the credentiads tests of the truth or
falsehood of the prophet. Should not a judgement nourished by
faith in Jesus be able to see through a false prophet, no matter how
impressive, with the same certainty as valueless fruicsgrézed
and the tree estimated accordingfy?Therefore, there should be
no problem for Christians who discern the things of good and evil,
who discern things spiritual, who discern things Biblical, to be
enabled tknowand to discern false preachers. Indeed, does not the
Lord Jesus twice say in our teBly their furitsye shall know therfa

“ Bengel, op.cit., p. 97.
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Beware O£ a POWGI]GSS Gospel

This warning concerningalse prophetscomes after Jesus’
words, few there be that find ifv.14), intimating that a major
humanfactor for such a sparse number findiifg everlasting is
the ministry offalse prophets Consequently, immediately after
saying, few there be that find ,itJesus warnsBeware of false
prophets(v.15. Also, this correlation denotes that the human
reason why so many continue tme broad way that leadeth to
destructionis the mistaken message of the ease of salvation given
by false preachers. They are responsible for the fictional *wide
gate Jesus” which causes so many to continue on the broad way of
their natural birth. All men are born into this world already on a
broad way, but false preachers offer a Jesus and a salvatios that i
just as broad as the way déstructionwhich they are already
traveling. This is the connection of these verses with the preceding
warning of the wide gate and the broad whgpt leadeth to
destruction

Jesus urged all potential disciples who hear His Sermon to
heed the significance of these warnings against the many false
doctrines and the many false disciples and the many falsehiaes t
claim to be Christian doctrines, Christian disciples, and Christian
lives. These warnings relate to every person who considers Him
and thinks to follow Him. In these verses of our text, Jesus warns,

Beware of ][a/se proplzets who come to you in sheep's
clothing, who preach a gospel void of a God-empowered
repentance. Their message is void o][ the indispensalv/e
experience of My power to clzange men’s lives because it voids
a resurrected Savior. Tzzere][ore, their ][ruits are evil where
men’s lives are concerned. The dominant focus of false
proplzets devoids God’s holiness, without which no man shall
see Me, the LORD. For I say unto you, That excepl your
riglzteousness shall exceed the rig}lteousness o][ the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the leingalom of
heaven. nerefore, what T say to you I say unto a//, Beware
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of ][a/se preaclzers who fai/ to emplzasize the ﬁmdamenta/
truth o][ authentic narrow discip/es}lip. My discip/eslzip is
conﬁning, restrictive, and a/togetlzer /{f‘e-clzanging ﬁ'om its
inception and in its continuing experience. Tzzerefore, avoid
tlzem, ﬂee ][rom tlzem, do not support tlzem, because any who
][ai/ to preaclz these great truths is a ][a/se preacher preac}ling

fa/se doctrine. **
—Jesus Christ, 35 A.D.

Amen!

2 Matthew 7:15- 20 (TZzeText); Hebrews 12:14; Matthew 5:20; Matthew 7:13-14.
This truth is at the very heart of His entire Sermon on the Mount, and all the
gist of His teaching, both the teaching during His personal life and in His holy

Apostles’ Scriptures. Amen.



